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Tools of the Mind
Comprehensive and authoritative, this forward-thinking book reviews the breadth
of current knowledge about early education and identifies important priorities for
practice and policy. Robert C. Pianta and his associates bring together foremost
experts to examine what works in promoting all children's school readiness and
social-emotional development in preschool and the primary grades. Exemplary
programs, instructional practices, and professional development initiatives?and the
systems needed to put them into place?are described. The volume presents
cutting-edge findings on the family and social context of early education and
explores ways to strengthen collaboration between professionals and parents.

Preschool Education in America
The 21st century is a challenging era and the competition is unyielding. As parents,
we feel an urgency to prepare our children to face this world. We are constantly
seeking the best schools, activities, and programs in the hope that they will give
our children that extra leg-up in life. We believe that if we want our children to
thrive in this world, we must prepare them with every resource available to us. In
our eagerness to provide everything our children might need, we have lost sight of
the basic fundamentals that they require to flourish. Like planning a house to
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weather the storm, we must ensure that our children's foundations are strong.
However, in our haste to cover every avenue that promises an advantage, we have
unwittingly compromised that foundation. It's time to review what is working and
what isn't. Supported by case studies and scientific research findings, Brainchild
provides keen insights on how to nurture children to reach their full potential.

The Cambridge Companion to Vygotsky
Self-regulation enables children to control their emotions and behaviour, interact
positively with others and engage in independent learning. This book examines
how self-regulation develops and describes practical ways for educators and caregivers to support its development.

Handbook of Early Childhood Education
Bringing together a collection of chapters from international experts in the field of
early childhood education, Rethinking Play and Pedagogy in Early Childhood
Education seeks to explore how play in the Early Years is valued as a means of
learning. The book discusses how play is presented, transformed by institutional
and pedagogical discourses and ultimately experienced by children. Adopting
cultural, conceptual and contextual approaches to play and pedagogy across its
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chapters, this book addresses contemporary emerging issues surrounding play and
pedagogy including: the application of critical and socio-cultural analyses to play in
early childhood renewed interest in the aesthetic, creative and affective
dimensions of play in early childhood education competing discourses of
‘performativity’, market forces, social reconstruction and child-centredness
children’s voice and participation within educational settings globalization,
migration and cultural pluralism the role of digital technology in early childhood
education diversity, identity and social justice within early childhood settings. With
international appeal and relevance, this book will be of interest to students taking
undergraduate, Masters and doctoral courses in early childhood education,
childhood and education studies as well as academic teachers and researchers,
policy-makers and international agencies working with young children.

Play and Literacy in Early Childhood
This book is an effort to introduce early childhood educators to Vygotsky's
perspective, research on young children that has been stimulated by this
perspective, and current educational practices emanating from it. The discussion is
divided into seven chapters. Chapter 1 provides an overview of Vygotsky's life, the
social conditions in which his ideas emerged, and factors influencing the spread of
his work. Chapter 2 offers a detailed description of Vygotsky's perspective on
development, including the notions of cognition as socially constructed and shared,
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and language as the critical link between the social and the psychological planes of
human functioning. Chapter 3 focuses on Vygotsky's view of the development and
significance of children's imaginative or make-believe play. Chapter 4 summarizes
Vygotsky's perspective on children with serious learning and behavior problems.
Chapter 5 compares Vygotsky's approach to other major theories of child
development in this century, clarifying its profound implications for early childhood
education. Chapter 6 addresses contemporary applications of Vygotsky's theory to
teaching and learning in early childhood classrooms. Finally, chapter 7 considers
Vygotsky's theory as a vision for early childhood education--one that resolves the
debate over academic versus child-centered programs by advocating
responsiveness to children's current capacities in ways that move development
forward. Key themes of the Vygotskian approach to early childhood education are
summarized. The book includes a glossary of the terms used, three resources on
Vygotsky's life and contributions, seven resources on language and thought, and
13 resources on play. Contains approximately 420 references. (AA)

Children's Language and Learning
The daughter of an African American father and a Japanese mother recalls growing
up with her mother and her father's mother, two very different but equally loving
women
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Scientific Influences on Early Childhood Education
The High-Performing Preschool takes readers into the lives of three- and four-yearold Head Start students during their first year of school and focuses on the
centerpiece of their school day: story acting. In this activity, students act out
stories from high-quality children’s literature as well as stories dictated by their
peers. Drawing on a unique pair of thinkers—Russian psychologist Lev Vygotsky
and renowned American teacher and educational writer Vivian G. Paley—Gillian
Dowley McNamee elucidates the ways, and reasons, this activity is so successful.
She shows how story acting offers a larger blueprint for curricula that helps ensure
all preschools—not just those for society’s well-to-do—are excellent. McNamee
outlines how story acting cultivates children’s oral and written language skills. She
shows how it creates a crucial opportunity for teachers to guide children inside the
interior logic and premises of an idea, and how it fosters the creation of a literary
community. Starting with Vygotsky and Paley, McNamee paints a detailed portrait
of high-quality preschool teaching, showing how educators can deliver on the
promise of Head Start and provide a setting for all young children to become
articulate, thoughtful, and literate learners.

Vygotskian Perspectives on Literacy Research
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L. S. Vygotsky was an early-twentieth-century Russian social theorist whose writing
exerts a significant influence on the development of social theory in the earlytwenty-first century. His non-deterministic, non-reductionist account of the
formation of mind provides current theoretical developments with a broadly drawn
yet very powerful sketch of the ways in which humans shape and are shaped by
social, cultural, and historical conditions. This dialectical conception of
development insists on the importance of genetic or developmental analysis at
several levels. The Cambridge Companion to Vygotsky is a comprehensive text
that provides students, academics, and practitioners with a critical perspective on
Vygotsky and his work.

Thought and Language
Contains essays that analyze learning and development based on Lev Vygotsky's
cultural-historical theory of human development, describing how schooling is
influenced by culture, and using Vygotsky's theory to find solutions to education
problems.

The Transformative Mind
Analyzes the educational implications and applications of Soviet psychologist L.S.
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Vygotsky's ideas.

Vygotsky for Educators
Renowned psychologist Walter Mischel, designer of the famous Marshmallow Test,
explains what self-control is and how to master it. A child is presented with a
marshmallow and given a choice: Eat this one now, or wait and enjoy two later.
What will she do? And what are the implications for her behavior later in life? The
world's leading expert on self-control, Walter Mischel has proven that the ability to
delay gratification is critical for a successful life, predicting higher SAT scores,
better social and cognitive functioning, a healthier lifestyle and a greater sense of
self-worth. But is willpower prewired, or can it be taught? In The Marshmallow Test,
Mischel explains how self-control can be mastered and applied to challenges in
everyday life--from weight control to quitting smoking, overcoming heartbreak,
making major decisions, and planning for retirement. With profound implications
for the choices we make in parenting, education, public policy and self-care, The
Marshmallow Test will change the way you think about who we are and what we
can be.

For the Love of Words
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A box is just a box . . . unless it's not a box. From mountain to rocket ship, a small
rabbit shows that a box will go as far as the imagination allows. Inspired by a
memory of sitting in a box on her driveway with her sister, Antoinette Portis
captures the thrill when pretend feels so real that it actually becomes real—when
the imagination takes over and inside a cardboard box, a child is transported to a
world where anything is possible.

The Cambridge Handbook of Play
This comprehensive history describes policies and programs for the education of
three-, four-, and five-year-olds in the United States from the colonial era to the
present. It also traces efforts to make preschool education a part of the public
school system and shows why these efforts have been rejected, despite increasing
evidence that preschools are beneficial for all young children. Drawing on archival
records, alumnae files, interviews, and many other sources, Barbara Beatty
provides a portrait of preschool education that includes the experiences of
children, parents, and teachers. She describes dame schools of the colonial period,
the infant schools that were originally developed to instruct and provide day care
for children of the poor, the private and public kindergartens of the mid-nineteenth
century, nursery schools, and the various government programs for young
children, including Head Start. Beatty concludes that for preschools to be
universalized, there must be widespread acceptance of both young children's right
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to education and the intrinsic worth of preschools, as well as an understanding of
the importance of early childhood education in our culture.

Two Mrs. Gibsons
Cognitive Development Today
The first book to present the contemporary Vygotskian approach to learning and
development from birth through adolescence to English-speaking educators.

Vygotsky and Education
The concept of "psychological tools" is a cornerstone of L. S. Vygotsky's
sociocultural theory of cognitive development. Psychological tools are the symbolic
cultural artifacts--signs, symbols, texts, formulae, and most fundamentally,
language--that enable us to master psychological functions like memory,
perception, and attention in ways appropriate to our cultures. In this lucid book,
Alex Kozulin argues that the concept offers a useful way to analyze cross-cultural
differences in thought and to develop practical strategies for educating immigrant
children from widely different cultures. Kozulin begins by offering an overview of
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Vygotsky's theory, which argues that consciousness arises from communication as
civilization transforms "natural" psychological functions into "cultural" ones. He
also compares sociocultural theory to other innovative approaches to learning,
cognitive education in particular. And in a vivid case study, the author describes
his work with recent Ethiopian immigrants to Israel, whose traditional modes of
learning were oral and imitative, and who consequently proved to be quick at
learning conversational Hebrew, but who struggled with the reading, writing, and
formal problem solving required by a Western classroom. Last, Kozulin develops
Vygotsky's concept of psychological tools to promote literature as a useful tool in
cognitive development. With its explication of Vygotsky's theory, its case study of
sociocultural pedagogy, and its suggested use of literary text for cognitive
development, Psychological Tools will be of considerable interest to research
psychologists and educators alike.

Windows on Learning
This 2003 book comprehensively covers all major topics of Vygotskian educational
theory and its classroom applications. Particular attention is paid to the Vygotskian
idea of child development as a consequence rather than premise of learning
experiences. Such a reversal allows for new interpretations of the relationships
between cognitive development and education at different junctions of the human
life span. It also opens new perspectives on atypical development, learning
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disabilities, and assessment of children's learning potential. Classroom applications
of Vygotskian theory are discussed in the book. Teacher training and the changing
role of a teacher in a sociocultural classroom is discussed in addition to the issues
of teaching and learning activities and peer interactions. Relevant research
findings from the US, Western Europe, and Russia are brought together to clarify
the possible new applications of Vygotskian ideas in different disciplinary areas.

Play
Rethinking Play and Pedagogy in Early Childhood Education
The innovative neo-Vygotskian approach to child development is introduced to
English-speaking readers.

The Marshmallow Test
This volume is a timely contribution to the burgeoning dialogue on the Reggio
Emilia approach, and features the work of prominent scholars, policy-makers,
researchers, administrators, and practicing teachers who have created and
directed the infant-toddler care systems in four cities in Italy. Joined by American
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educators and researchers (including Ron Lally, Rebecca New, and Jeanne
Goldhaber), their work builds upon and extends inclusionary and family-centered
philosophies. It combines missions of care and education, and produces
innovations in space and environments. This collection is filled with dozens of
examples of experiences with dynamic, open systems of organization that support
emotional and cognitive development of infants and toddlers—and respect the
delicate relationship between parents and their young. Also included are photos,
some in color. Topics include: Complementary family-centered systems of early
care, education, and intervention Practical experimentation and teaching
strategies like the inserimento (first transition of child and family into the center),
and diario (memory book), as well as explanations of the rationale behind them
Best practices for quality care programs with broad implications for reflective
teaching in America's early care programs “Bravo for a splendid book! Leading
figures in Italy's famous preschool movement (plus a few well-informed foreigners)
provide vivid descriptions not only of pedagogical practices, but also of the
evolving politics of decentralization that has kept Italy's preschools under local
community control with no sacrifice of standards. Compulsory reading!” —Jerome
Bruner, New York University “This book is simply wonderful—every page!
Throughout the sixteen chapters—written mostly by the Italians
themselves—practices, policies, reflections, and research on how best to serve
infants and toddlers and their families are shared.” —Lilian G. Katz, University of
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign “Though the Italian experience cannot simply be
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transplanted to the United States, by staying in the conversation, we will deepen
and sharpen our understanding of what we want for our infant-toddler parentteacher programs and may even discover some strategies for getting them there.”
—E. Z. Tronick, Harvard School of Education and Harvard Medical School

Guided Instruction
The authorsÕ objective in Tools of the Mind is to enable future teachers to apply
the idea of teaching, or arming, young children with the mental tools necessary for
learning. They view mental tools as a cycle in which ideas are (1) learned from
others, (2) modified and changed, and (3) passed back on to others. The book
includes examples and activities that profile the Vygotskian approach at work in
various schools in the Denver metropolitan area.

Assessing and Guiding Young Children's Development and
Learning
Play takes up much of the time budget of young children, and many animals, but
its importance in development remains contested. This comprehensive collection
brings together multidisciplinary and developmental perspectives on the forms and
functions of play in animals, children in different societies, and through the
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lifespan. The Cambridge Handbook of Play covers the evolution of play in animals,
especially mammals; the development of play from infancy through childhood and
into adulthood; historical and anthropological perspectives on play; theories and
methodologies; the role of play in children's learning; play in special groups such
as children with impairments, or suffering political violence; and the practical
applications of playwork and play therapy. Written by an international team of
scholars from diverse disciplines such as psychology, education, neuroscience,
sociology, evolutionary biology and anthropology, this essential reference presents
the current state of the field in play research.

Eager to Learn
The Educated Mind offers a bold and revitalizing new vision for today's uncertain
educational system. Kieran Egan reconceives education, taking into account how
we learn. He proposes the use of particular "intellectual tools"—such as language
or literacy—that shape how we make sense of the world. These mediating tools
generate successive kinds of understanding: somatic, mythic, romantic,
philosophical, and ironic. Egan's account concludes with practical proposals for
how teaching and curriculum can be changed to reflect the way children learn. "A
carefully argued and readable book. . . . Egan proposes a radical change of
approach for the whole process of education. . . . There is much in this book to
interest and excite those who discuss, research or deliver education."—Ann Fullick,
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New Scientist "A compelling vision for today's uncertain educational
system."—Library Journal "Almost anyone involved at any level or in any part of the
education system will find this a fascinating book to read."—Dr. Richard Fox, British
Journal of Educational Psychology "A fascinating and provocative study of cultural
and linguistic history, and of how various kinds of understanding that can be
distinguished in that history are recapitulated in the developing minds of
children."—Jonty Driver, New York Times Book Review

Vygotsky's Educational Theory in Cultural Context
The field of cultural-historical psychology originated in the work of Lev Vygotsky
and the Vygotsky Circle in the Soviet Union more than eighty years ago, and has
now established a powerful research tradition in Russia and the West. The
Cambridge Handbook of Cultural-Historical Psychology is the first volume to
systematically present cultural-historical psychology as an integrative/holistic
developmental science of mind, brain, and culture. Its main focus is the
inseparable unity of the historically evolving human mind, brain, and culture, and
the ways to understand it. The contributors are major international experts in the
field, and include authors of major works on Lev Vygotsky, direct collaborators and
associates of Alexander Luria, and renowned neurologist Oliver Sacks. The
handbook will be of interest to students and scholars in the fields of psychology,
education, humanities and neuroscience.
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Mind in Society
Not a Box Board Book
The Sixth Edition of David F. Bjorklund and Kayla B. Causey’s topically organized
Children’s Thinking presents a current, comprehensive, and dynamic examination
of cognitive development. The book covers individual children and their
developmental journeys while also following the general paths of overall cognitive
development in children. This unique and effective approach gives readers a
holistic view of children’s cognitive development, acknowledging that while no two
children are exactly alike, they tend to follow similar developmental patterns.
Supported by the latest research studies and data, the Sixth Edition provides
valuable insights for readers to better understand and work with children.

Children's Thinking
Note: This is the bound book only and does not include access to the Enhanced
Pearson eText. To order the Enhanced Pearson eText packaged with a bound book,
use ISBN 0134057252. How to do authentic classroom-based assessment, interpret
the information, and use it to plan curriculum that is responsive to and supportive
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of children’s learning. This book is designed to help teachers conduct authentic,
early childhood, classroom-based assessment, interpret the information that’s
gathered, and ultimately use the information to plan responsive, supportive
curriculum that ensures optimal learning for children, ages three to eight. The
authors include coverage of the teacher’s legal, ethical, and professional
responsibilities in assessment; how to organize for summary assessment and
formative assessment; how to understand standardized assessments; and how to
communicate with parents. A special appendix helps teachers design assessments
in all developmental domains and includes suggested behaviors to observe and
charts to help teachers identify the next steps in learning and development. The
Sixth Edition of Assessing and Guiding Young Children’s Development and Learning
has been revised and updated to reflect the rapidly developing concepts of
appropriate assessment, expected educational outcomes, the way young children
develop and learn, how the authentic assessment process relates to the use of
formal state-mandated assessments, and the early childhood teacher’s
assessment responsibilities. The Enhanced Pearson eText features embedded
video and assessments. Improve mastery and retention with the Enhanced Pearson
eText* The Enhanced Pearson eText provides a rich, interactive learning
environment designed to improve student mastery of content. The Enhanced
Pearson eText is: Engaging. The new interactive, multimedia learning features
were developed by the authors and other subject-matter experts to deepen and
enrich the learning experience. Convenient. Enjoy instant online access from your
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computer or download the Pearson eText App to read on or offline on your iPad®
and Android® tablet.* Affordable. The Enhanced Pearson eText may be purchased
stand-alone or with a loose-leaf version of the text for 40-65% less than a print
bound book. * The Enhanced eText features are only available in the Pearson eText
format. They are not available in third-party eTexts or downloads. *The Pearson
eText App is available on Google Play and in the App Store. It requires Android OS
3.1-4, a 7” or 10” tablet, or iPad iOS 5.0 or later.

The High-Performing Preschool
This volume brings together studies, research syntheses, and critical
commentaries that examine play-literacy relationships from cognitive, ecological,
and cultural perspectives. The cognitive view focuses on mental processes that
appear to link play and literacy activities; the ecological stance examines
opportunities to engage in literacy-related play in specific environments; and the
social-cultural position stresses the interface between the literacy and play
cultures of home, community, and the school. Examining play from these diverse
perspectives provides a multidimensional view that deepens understanding and
opens up new avenues for research and educational practice. Each set of chapters
is followed by a critical review by a distinguished play scholar. These
commentaries' focus is to hold research on play and literacy up to scrutiny in terms
of scientific significance, methodology, and utility for practice. A Foreword by
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Margaret Meek situates these studies in the context of current trends in literacy
learning and instruction. Earlier studies on the role of play in early literacy
acquisition provided considerable information about the types of reading and
writing activities that children engage in during play and how this literacy play is
affected by variables such as props, peers, and adults. However, they did not deal
extensively, as this book does, with the functional significance of play in the
literacy development of individual children. This volume pushes the study of play
and literacy into new areas. It is indispensable reading for researchers and
graduate students in the fields of early childhood education and early literacy
development.

The Educated Mind
This text is designed for advanced Curriculum, Methods, and Issues courses in
Early Childhood Education and Child and Family Studies departments. As the only
text of its kind, this book provides in-depth information about Vygotsky's theories,
neo-Vygotskians' findings, and concrete explanations and strategies that instruct
teachers how to influence student learning and development. Key changes to this
edition include a new chapter on dynamic assessment, separate and expanded
chapters on developmental accomplishments of infants and toddlers,
preschool/kindergarten, and primary grades and on s.
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Tools of the Mind
As the only text of its kind, this book provides in-depth information about
Vygotsky's theories, neo-Vygotskians' findings, and concrete explanations and
strategies that instruct teachers how to influence student learning and
development. Key changes to this edition include a new chapter on dynamic
assessment, separate and expanded chapters on developmental accomplishments
of infants and toddlers, preschool/kindergarten, and primary grades and on
supporting those accomplishments, and elaborations of Vygotsky's ideas from neoVygotskians from Russia. FEATURES: Written for the beginning student, the book
provides a clear discussion of Vygotskian principles includinga historical overview
and a complete chapter on the "Zone of Proximal Development," (ZPD). Each
section of the book builds on the otherframework, strategies, and applications of
the Vygotskian approach. The work of Vygotsky is compared in a fair and balanced
way with the work of Piaget. Examples and activities have been class-tested in a
variety of classroom environments including a Head Start program, private
preschool, and in the Denver Public Schools.

Brainchild
In this book, the authors explain why telling students things over and over--and
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perhaps more slowly and more loudly--does not result in understanding. Instead,
discover how to use a combination of questions, prompts, cues, direct
explanations, and modeling to guide students' learning and build their
understanding. Explore an approach to instruction that ensures you make the four
strategic moves that help students become more capable and independent
learners: (1) using robust and productive questions to check for understanding; (2)
giving students prompts that focus them on the thought process they need to
complete a learning task; (3) providing students with cues that focus them on
specific information, errors, or partial understandings; and (4) explaining and
modeling when students do not have sufficient knowledge to complete tasks.
Chapters include: (1) Scaffolds for Learning: The Key to Guided Instruction; (2)
Questioning to Check for Understanding; (3) Prompting for Cognitive and
Metacognitive Processes; (4) Cueing Students' Attention for Learning; (5) Direct
Explanation, Modeling, and Motivation; and (6) Answers to Questions on
Considerations and Logistics. The book also includes: An Introduction; References;
Related ascd Resources: Guided Instruction; and a Study Guide for Guided
Instruction: How to Develop Confident and Successful Learners.

Psychological Tools
A new edition of a foundational work of cognitive science that outlines a theory of
the development of specifically human higher mental functions. Since it was
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introduced to the English-speaking world in 1962, Lev Vygotsky's Thought and
Language has become recognized as a classic foundational work of cognitive
science. Its 1962 English translation must certainly be considered one of the most
important and influential books ever published by the MIT Press. In this highly
original exploration of human mental development, Vygotsky analyzes the
relationship between words and consciousness, arguing that speech is social in its
origins and that only as children develop does it become internalized verbal
thought. In 1986, the MIT Press published a new edition of the original translation
by Eugenia Hanfmann and Gertrude Vakar, edited by Vygotsky scholar Alex
Kozulin, that restored the work's complete text and added materials to help
readers better understand Vygotsky's thought. Kozulin also contributed an
introductory essay that offered new insight into Vygotsky's life, intellectual milieu,
and research methods. This expanded edition offers Vygotsky's text, Kozulin's
essay, a subject index, and a new foreword by Kozulin that maps the ever-growing
influence of Vygotsky's ideas.

Self-regulation in Early Childhood
Completely updated, this popular guide provides teachers with a proven method
for documenting (collecting, analyzing, and displaying) young children’s work.
Written by teachers for teachers, it also shows principals, curriculum coordinators,
and directors of early intervention programs how to develop children’s portfolios to
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share with parents or to use for assessment and other accountability purposes.
“This lively, informative book poses a remarkable challenge to teachers—to grow
themselves while growing young children. Being creatively accountable is hard
work and the stories told here describe both the work, how it’s done, and its joyful
rewards for teachers and children.” —Elizabeth Jones, Pacific Oaks College “This
book provides a set of windows on children’s lives and how teachers can enter into
those lives and enrich them through high-quality teaching. The authors have
created an inspiring volume, a challenging set of ideas, and an invaluable resource
for early childhood educators.” —Samuel J. Meisels, University of Michigan “[A]
thoughtful, up-to-date guide to assessing and documenting children’s work. . . .
The authors give clear, practical advice on how to collect, analyze, and display
children’s work in meaningful ways.” —Scholastic Early Childhood Today (on first
edition) “Many teachers find it frustrating to hear the rich and exciting learning
experiences they provide described as ‘nothing.’ Windows on Learning skillfully
addresses the challenge faced by early childhood educators wishing to share
classroom experiences with parents, administrators, and peers. The authors offer a
timely and fresh approach to documenting children’s learning and work.”
—Childhood Education (on first edition)

International Handbook of Early Childhood Education
This international handbook gives a comprehensive overview of findings from
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longstanding and contemporary research, theory, and practices in early childhood
education in the Northern and Southern hemispheres. The first volume of the
handbook addresses theory, methodology, and the research activities and research
needs of particular regions. The second volume examines in detail innovations and
longstanding programs, curriculum and assessment, and conceptions and research
into child, family and communities. The two volumes of this handbook address the
current theory, methodologies and research needs of specific countries and
provide insight into existing global similarities in early childhood practices. By
paying special attention to what is happening in the larger world contexts, the
volumes provide a representative overview of early childhood education practices
and research, and redress the current North-South imbalance of published work on
the subject.

Vygotsky and the Social Formation of Mind
The great Russian psychologist L. S. Vygotsky has long been recognized as a
pioneer in developmental psychology. But his theory of development has never
been well understood in the West. Mind in Society corrects much of this
misunderstanding. Carefully edited by a group of outstanding Vygotsky scholars,
the book presents a unique selection of Vygotsky's important essays.
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Bambini
The book suggests a transition from a relational worldview premised on the sociopolitical ethos of adaptation towards a transformative worldview premised on the
ethos of solidarity and equality. Expansively developing Vygotsky's revolutionary
project, the Transformative Activist Stance integrates insights from a vast array of
critical and sociocultural theories and pedagogies and moves beyond their
impasses to address the crisis of inequality. This captures the dynamics of social
transformation and agency in moving beyond theoretical and political canons of
the status quo. The focus is on the nexus of people co-creating history and society
while being interactively created by their own transformative agency. Revealing
development and mind as agentive contributions to the 'world-in-the-making' from
an activist stance guided by a sought-after future, this approach culminates in
implications for research with transformative agendas and a pedagogy of daring.
Along the way, many key theories of mind, development and education are
challenged and radically reworked.

The Neo-Vygotskian Approach to Child Development
At the end of the day, what is crucial is to enable educationalists to promote and
apply their own metatheories and models of child development which they feel
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comfortable with and which enable children to develop. Peter Sutherland should be
credited with making a significant contribution towards achieving this fundamental
goal' - "Educational Psychology in Practice " this book deserves to become a classic
in the field. Will appeal alike to academics and students in higher education, and to
serving teachers- "BPS: Educational Review Section " This book provides a general
outline of the dominant schools of thought on cognitive development, with a focus
on Piaget. His views are outlined and a range of critical responses and alternatives
are detailed. The author examines the application of these schools of thought to
teaching pre-school, primary and secondary children. Each chapter includes a
summary and questions for discussion. The book concludes with a glossary of
terms.

Scaffolding Children's Learning
Scientific Influences on Early Childhood Education offers a new framework for
examining the diverse scientific perspectives that shape early childhood education.
As the field takes on an increasing role in addressing children’s educational,
developmental, and environmental needs, it is critical to more fully understand and
appreciate the diverse scientific roots of contemporary early childhood education.
This edited collection brings together leading researchers to explain and unpack
perspectives that are not often associated with early childhood education, yet have
made significant contributions to its development and evolution. Essential reading
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for anyone working with young children, this critical and insightful text illuminates
the connections between our social values, science, and research in the field.

Tools of the Mind
Provides an instructional framework for teaching the importance of vocabulary and
to help students with reading comprehension.

The Cambridge Handbook of Cultural-Historical Psychology
Clearly babies come into the world remarkably receptive to its wonders. Their
alertness to sights, sounds, and even abstract concepts makes them inquisitive
explorers--and learners--every waking minute. Well before formal schooling begins,
children's early experiences lay the foundations for their later social behavior,
emotional regulation, and literacy. Yet, for a variety of reasons, far too little
attention is given to the quality of these crucial years. Outmoded theories,
outdated facts, and undersized budgets all play a part in the uneven quality of
early childhood programs throughout our country. What will it take to provide
better early education and care for our children between the ages of two and five?
Eager to Learn explores this crucial question, synthesizing the newest research
findings on how young children learn and the impact of early learning. Key
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discoveries in how young children learn are reviewed in language accessible to
parents as well as educators: findings about the interplay of biology and
environment, variations in learning among individuals and children from different
social and economic groups, and the importance of health, safety, nutrition and
interpersonal warmth to early learning. Perhaps most significant, the book
documents how very early in life learning really begins. Valuable conclusions and
recommendations are presented in the areas of the teacher-child relationship, the
organization and content of curriculum, meeting the needs of those children most
at risk of school failure, teacher preparation, assessment of teaching and learning,
and more. The book discusses: Evidence for competing theories, models, and
approaches in the field and a hard look at some day-to-day practices and activities
generally used in preschool. The role of the teacher, the importance of peer
interactions, and other relationships in the child's life. Learning needs of minority
children, children with disabilities, and other special groups. Approaches to
assessing young children's learning for the purposes of policy decisions, diagnosis
of educational difficulties, and instructional planning. Preparation and continuing
development of teachers. Eager to Learn presents a comprehensive, coherent
picture of early childhood learning, along with a clear path toward improving this
important stage of life for all children.
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