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Our Endless Numbered Days: A Novel
Returning with deep psychological scars after a tour
of duty in Iraq, soldier Lauren Clay guides her younger
brother to an upstate New York oil field that has
become the subject of her obsession and begins
teaching him survival skills while revealing
herexperiences.

The Sea of Trees
Winner of the IMPAC Dublin Award, and widely
considered Javier Marías's masterpiece, A Heart So
White is a breathtaking novel about family secrets
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that chronicles the relentless power of the past. Juan
knows little of the interior life of his father Ranz; but
when Juan marries, he begins to consider the past
anew, and begins to ponder what he doesn't really
want to know. Secrecy--its possible convenience, its
price, and even its civility--hovers throughout the
novel. A Heart So White becomes a sort of antidetective story of human nature. Intrigue; the sins of
the father; the fraudulent and the genuine; marriage
and strange repetitions of violence: Marías elegantly
sends shafts of inquisitory light into shadows and onto
the costs of ambivalence.

Peru
“WHO ARE YOU AND WHERE DO YOU COME FROM? ”
As a historian, Buzzy Jackson thought she knew the
answers to these simple questions—that is, until she
took a look at her scrawny family tree. With a name
like Jackson (the twentieth most common American
surname), she knew she must have more relatives
and more family history out there, somewhere. Her
first visit to the Boulder Genealogy Society brought
her more questions than answers . . . but it also gave
her a tantalizing peek into the fascinating (and
enormous) community of family-tree huggers and
after-hours Alex Haleys. In Shaking the Family Tree,
Jackson dives headfirst into her family gene pool:
flying cross-country to locate an ancient family
graveyard, embarking on a weeklong genealogy
Caribbean cruise, and even submitting her DNA for
testing to try to find her Jacksons. And in the process
of researching her own family lore (Who was Bullwhip
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Jackson?) she meets legions of other genealogy buffs
who are as interesting as they are driven—from the
boy who saved his allowance so he could order his
great-grandfather’s death certificate to the woman
who spends her free time documenting the
cemeteries of Colorado ghost towns. Through
Jackson’s research she connects with distant
relatives, traces her roots back more than 250 years
and in the process comes to discover—genetically,
historically, and emotionally—the true meaning of
“family” for herself.

A Heart So White
"How lucky I was, arriving in New York just as
everything was about to go to hell.” That would be in
the autumn of 1972, when a very young and green
James Wolcott arrived from Maryland, full of literary
dreams, equipped with a letter of introduction from
Norman Mailer, and having no idea what was about to
hit him. Landing at a time of accelerating municipal
squalor and, paradoxically, gathering cultural energy
in all spheres as “Downtown” became a category of
art and life unto itself, he embarked upon his
sentimental education, seventies New York style. This
portrait of a critic as a young man is also a rollicking,
acutely observant portrait of a legendary time and
place. Wolcott was taken up by fabled film critic
Pauline Kael as one of her “Paulettes” and witnessed
the immensely vital film culture of the period. He
became an early observer-participant in the nascent
punk scene at CBGB, mixing with Patti Smith, Lester
Bangs, and Tom Verlaine. As aVillage Voicewriter he
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got an eyeful of the literary scene when such giants
as Mailer, Gore Vidal, and George Plimpton strode the
earth, and writing really mattered. A beguiling
mixture ofKafka Was the RageandPlease Kill Me, this
memoir is a sharp-eyed rendering, at once intimate
and shrewdly distanced, of a fabled milieu captured
just before it slips into myth. Mixing grit and glitter in
just the right proportions, suffused with affection for
the talented and sometimes half-crazed denizens of
the scene, it will make readers long for a time when
you really could get mugged around here. From the
Hardcover edition.

The Current
Concepts embody our knowledge of the kinds of
things there are in the world. Tying our past
experiences to our present interactions with the
environment, they enable us to recognize and
understand new objects and events. Concepts are
also relevant to understanding domains such as social
situations, personality types, and even artistic styles.
Yet like other phenomenologically simple cognitive
processes such as walking or understanding speech,
concept formation and use are maddeningly complex.
Research since the 1970s and the decline of the
"classical view" of concepts have greatly illuminated
the psychology of concepts. But persistent theoretical
disputes have sometimes obscured this progress. The
Big Book of Concepts goes beyond those disputes to
reveal the advances that have been made, focusing
on the major empirical discoveries. By reviewing and
evaluating research on diverse topics such as
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category learning, word meaning, conceptual
development in infants and children, and the basic
level of categorization, the book develops a much
broader range of criteria than is usual for evaluating
theories of concepts.

In a Bear's Eye
"A rich, multilayered reading experience, and an easy
recommendation for book clubs." —Library Journal
(starred review) Life comes down to a series of
choices. To hold on To let goto forgetto forgive Which
road will you take? For eighteen years, Jude Farraday
has put her children's needs above her own, and it
shows—her twins, Mia and Zach, are bright and happy
teenagers. When Lexi Baill moves into their small,
close-knit community, no one is more welcoming than
Jude. Lexi, a former foster child with a dark past,
quickly becomes Mia's best friend. Then Zach falls in
love with Lexi and the three become inseparable. Jude
does everything to keep her kids out of harm's way.
But senior year of high school tests them all. It's a
dangerous, explosive season of drinking, driving,
parties, and kids who want to let loose. And then on a
hot summer's night, one bad decision is made. In the
blink of an eye, the Farraday family will be torn apart
and Lexi will lose everything. In the years that follow,
each must face the consequences of that single night
and find a way to forgetor the courage to forgive.
Vivid, universal, and emotionally complex, Night Road
raises profound questions about motherhood, identity,
love, and forgiveness. It is a luminous, heartbreaking
novel that captures both the exquisite pain of loss
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and the stunning power of hope. This is Kristin
Hannah at her very best, telling an unforgettable
story about the longing for family, the resilience of
the human heart, and the courage it takes to forgive
the people we love. "You cannot read Night Road and
not be affected by the story and the characters. The
total impact of the book will stay with you for days to
come after it is finished." —The Huffington Post

The Call
After making several unsuccessful attempts to mimic
the sounds of other animals, Little Wolf goes to his
grandfather and learns how to howl.

Mata Hari, the True Story
“Yannick Murphy, while being one of our most daring
andoriginal writers, is first and foremost an
exquisitely attuned observer ofhuman behavior. . . .
Murphy’s work provides pretty much
unexceededreading pleasure.” —Dave Eggers
Thewarm, wry, and patient voice of a veterinarian
father tells the heartfelt storyof his young New
England family enduring a moving trial of loyalty,
hope, andfaith after they are confronted with an
unthinkable crisis. Acclaimed author Yannick Murphy’s
intimate narrative style and lovely prosewill enthrall
readers of Rivka Galchen,Padgett Powell, and
Murphy’s own Signed, Mata Hari.The Call is a
“triumph of quiet humorand understated beauty”
(Publishers Weekly, starred review) from anauthor
that the New York Times Book Review calls “an
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extraordinarilygifted fabulist.”

Sleights of Hand
An historical novel like none before it, A Star Called
Henry marks a new chapter in Booker Prize-winner
Roddy Doyle's writing. It is a vastly more ambitious
book than any he has previously written. A subversive
look behind the legends of Irish republicanism, at its
centre a passionate love story, this new novel is a
triumphant work of fiction. Born in the slums of Dublin
in 1902, his father a one-legged whorehouse bouncer
and settler of scores, Henry Smart has to grow up
fast. By the time he can walk he's out robbing,
begging, charming, often cold, always hungry, but a
prince of the streets. At fourteen, already six foot two,
Henry's in the General Post Office on Easter Monday
1916, a soldier in the Irish Citizen Army, fighting for
freedom. A year later he's ready to die for Ireland
again, a rebel, a Fenian, and, soon, a killer. With his
father's wooden leg as his weapon, Henry becomes a
republican legend - one of Michael Collins' boys, a cop
killer, an assassin on a stolen bike, a lover. From the
Hardcover edition.

Criminal of Poverty
In what was Indochina, subsequently Vietnam, one
girl's war takes place. Little from the outside world
intrudes; there is hardly any news from Europe,
merely the immediate presence of the invading
Japanese, and the distant hope of rescue, the
certainty of suffering.
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Be Safe I Love You
An irresistible mix of imagination, satire, and humor,
these stories by acclaimed Japanese author Yasutaka
Tsutsui imagine the consequences of a world where
the fantastic and the mundane collide. The opening
story, “The Dabba Dabba Tree,” details the hilarious
side effects of a small conical tree that, when placed
at the foot of one’s bed, creates erotic dreams. In
“Commuter Army,” a sly commentary on the
ludicrousness of war, a weapons supplier becomes an
unwilling conscript in a war zone. “The World is
Tilting” imagines a floating city that slowly begins to
sink on one side, causing its citizens to reorient their
daily lives to preserve a semblance of normality. And
in the title story, we see how obscenely absurd the
environment on Planet Porno appears to a group of
scientists. The stories in Salmonella Men on Planet
Porno winningly combine madcap hilarity and a sharp
eye toward the insanities of contemporary life. From
the Trade Paperback edition.

This Is the Water
Forging a deep friendship with a Wampanoag
chieftain's son on the Great Harbor settlement where
her minister father is working to convert the tribe,
Bethia follows his subsequent ivy league education
and efforts to bridge cultures among the colonial elite.
By the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of March. Reprint.

Caleb's Crossing
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From the bestselling author of The Swallows of Kabul
comes this timely and haunting novel that powerfully
illuminates the devastating human costs of
terrorism.Dr. Amin Jaafari is an Arab-Israeli surgeon at
a hospital in Tel Aviv. As an admired and respected
member of his community, he has carved a space for
himself and his wife, Sihem, at the crossroads of two
troubled societies. Jaafari’s world is abruptly
shattered when Sihem is killed in a suicide
bombing.As evidence mounts that Sihem could have
been responsible for the catastrophic bombing, Jaafari
begins a tortured search for answers. Faced with the
ultimate betrayal, he must find a way to reconcile his
cherished memories of his wife with the growing
realization that she may have had another life, one
that was entirely removed from the comfortable,
modern existence that they shared. From the Trade
Paperback edition.

Shaking the Family Tree
An “extremely funnybrilliantly alive” (The New York
Times Book Review) social satire of the highest order
from bestselling author Sam Lipsyte, centered around
an unwitting mindfulness guru and the phenomenon
he initiates. In an America convulsed by political
upheaval, cultural discord, environmental
catastrophe, and spiritual confusion, so many of us
find ourselves anxious and distracted, searching
desperately for peace, salvation, and—perhaps most
immediately—just a little damn focus. Enter Hark
Morner, a failed stand-up comic turned mindfulness
guru whose revolutionary program is set to captivate
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the masses. But for Fraz and Tovah, a middle-aged
couple slogging through a very rough patch, it may
take more than the tenets of Hark’s “Mental Archery”
to solve the riddles of love, lust, work, and
parenthood on the eve of civilizational collapse. And
given the sudden power of certain fringe players,
including a renegade Ivy League ethicist, a gentle
Swedish kidnapper, a social media tycoon with an
empire on the skids, and a mysteriously influential
(but undeniably slimy) catfish, it just might be too
late. But what’s the point of a world, even a blastedout post-apocalyptic world, if they don’t try with all
their might to keep their marriage alive? In this
“awfully funnytartly effective sendup of 21st-century
America” (Star Tribune, Minneapolis) Sam Lipsyte
reaches new peaks of daring in a novel that revels in
contemporary absurdity and the wild poetry of
everyday language while exploring the emotional
truths of his characters. “Recommended reading”
(Vanity Fair), in which “every line feels as thrillingly
charged as a live wire” (O, The Oprah Magazine), Hark
is a smart, incisive look at men, women, and children
seeking meaning and dignity in a chaotic, ridiculous,
and often dangerous world.

The Doomsday Equation
'A dark, menacing book a literary thriller of the
highest order' Julia Crouch 'THIS IS THE WATER is this
year's GONE GIRL: unexpected, immersing,
challenging and up-to-the-minute relevant. A must
read' Manda Scott This is a novel about a woman.
About a mother. About a marriage. About a murder. In
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the brightly lit public pool the killer swims and
watches. Amongst the mothers cheering on their
swim team daughters is Annie. Watching her two girls
race, she's thinking of other things. Her husband's
emotional distance. Her lost brother. The man she's
drawn to. Then she learns a terrible secret. Now her
everyday cares and concerns seem meaningless.
Annie knows she has to act. Above all, she must
protect her children. Compulsively readable, it takes
readers on a journey where none could guess the final
outcome.

The Call
Essays, fiction, and poetry reflecting on truth and
illusion in a world filled with deceptions both
treacherous and benign. Children deceive, as do
grownups, and many are the moments when all of us
even deceive ourselves. People of every age and
stripe, whether rarely or often, dissimulate, bluff, and
beguile. The writer who fabricates and populates
worlds is a deceiver, as is the artist whose triumph is
to trick the eye, to alter perception. The honest
magician's livelihood is based on deception; so is the
dishonest thief's. And consider the great Russian poet
Marina Tsvetaeva who wrote, "A deception that
elevates us is dearer than a legion of low truths," thus
complicating the subject entirely. This special issue of
Conjunctions gathers a wide spectrum of essays,
fiction, and poetry on the classic subject of deception,
exploring in original and thought-provoking ways a
world in which truth is a most fragile, elaborate, and
mercurial thing. Contributors include Edie Meidav,
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Terese Svoboda, Yannick Murphy, Paul Hoover, Bim
Ramke, Eleni Sikelianos, Magdalena Zyzak, and many
others.

The Call
When the president of a sinking tropical island calls
on the world's most ingenious entrepreneurs to help
save his people, Peter Van Dooren answers the call.
As an engineer, Van Dooren believes his idea can not
only save the island and its people's way of life. It
could also change the idea of nations and borders.
After all, changing the world is what Peter Van Dooren
wants. But playing God may cost Van Dooren his
fortune and his own family. While Van Dooren plots a
world away, his wife, son and daughter sink deeper
into their own personal abyss of retail therapy,
amateur pornography and religious extremism.
Everyone is adrift on the same tide of greed, lust and
fear. This is the current that shapes the world. Is
anyone strong enough to resist it?--

Salmonella Men on Planet Porno
A deliciously charming romance, perfect for fans of
Caroline Roberts, Jane Linfoot and Debbie Johnson.
From fairy cakes to first dates!

The Little Women Letters
Set in Bombay in the mid-1990s, Family Matters tells
a story of familial love and obligation, of personal and
political corruption, of the demands of tradition and
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the possibilities for compassion. Nariman Vakeel, the
patriarch of a small discordant family, is beset by
Parkinson’s and haunted by memories of his past. He
lives with his two middle-aged stepchildren, Coomy,
bitter and domineering, and her brother, Jal, mildmannered and acquiescent. But the burden of the
illness worsens the already strained family
relationships. Soon, their sweet-tempered half-sister,
Roxana, is forced to assume sole responsibility for her
bedridden father. And Roxana’s husband, besieged by
financial worries, devises a scheme of deception
involving his eccentric employer at a sporting goods
store, setting in motion a series of events that leads
to the narrative’s moving outcome. Family Matters
has all the richness, the gentle humour, and the
narrative sweep that have earned Mistry the highest
of accolades around the world.

Buffalo Valley
The daily rhythm of a veterinarian’s family in rural
New England is shaken when a hunting accident
leaves their eldest son in a coma. With the lives of his
loved ones unhinged, the veterinarian struggles to
maintain stability while searching for the man
responsible. But in the midst of their great trial an
unexpected visitor arrives, requesting a favor that will
have profound consequences—testing a loving
father’s patience, humor, and resolve and forcing
husband and wife to come to terms with what
“family” truly means. The Call is a gift from one of the
most talented and extraordinary voices in
contemporary fiction—a unique and heartfelt portrait
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of a family, poignant and rich in humor and
imagination.

Lucking Out
Arguably Gordon Lish’s masterpiece, Peru gradually
unfolds the story of a dark childhood secret, real or
imagined: in 1940, six-year-old Gordon murdered his
harelipped rival, Steven Adinoff, in a Long Island
sandbox . . . (unless he didn't). Complex, inventive,
and subversively comic, Peru is a compendium of
unnerving observations about the potential horror
behind the facade of an ordinary life. Arguably Gordon
Lish’s masterpiece, Peru begins with its narrator
announcing, “There is nothing which I will not tell you
if I can think of it.” Gradually, the story of a dark
childhood secret—real or imagined—unfolds: in 1940,
six-year-old Gordon murdered his harelipped rival,
Steven Adinoff, in a Long Island sandbox . . . (unless
he didn’t).?Peru’s narrator weaves together strands of
disconnected, mesmerizing trivia, resurrecting
memories of the mundane suburban childhood that
spawned a killing: the sense of tedium on an endless
summer day; the squishy sounds of a hoe digging into
flesh. Ambiguous, complex, inventive, and
subversively comic, Peru is a compendium of
unnerving observations about memory, violence,
obsession, and the potential horror behind the facade
of an ordinary life.

Pym
From the Pulitzer Prize-winning New York Times
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journalist and author of A Deadly Wandering comes a
pulse-pounding technological thriller—as ingenious as
the works of Michael Crichton and as urgent and
irresistible as an episode of 24—in which one man has
three days to prevent annihilation: the outbreak of
World War III. Computer genius Jeremy Stillwater has
designed a machine that can predict global conflicts
and ultimately head them off. But he’s a stubborn
guy, very sure of his own genius, and has wound up
making enemies, and even seen his brilliant invention
discredited. There’s nowhere for him to turn when the
most remarkable thing happens: his computer beeps
with warning that the outbreak of World War III is
imminent, three days and counting. Alone, armed
with nothing but his own ingenuity, he embarks on
quest to find the mysterious and powerful nemesis
determined to destroy mankind. But enemies lurk in
the shadows waiting to strike. Could they have
figured out how to use Jeremy, and his invention, for
their own evil ends? Before he can save billions of
lives, Jeremy has to figure out how to save his own. . .
.

Here They Come
It's a time of change for a small prairie town Buffalo
Valley, North Dakota, has a will to survive, to prosper.
And the outside world has discovered Buffalo Valley. A
large retail conglomerate plans to move in, which
would surely destroy the independent businessesand
maybe the town. It's a season of change for Vaughn
Kyle Just out of the army, he's looking for a life to
live--and waits for his reluctant fianc?e to make up
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her mind. Vaughn decides to visit Buffalo Valley and
Hassie Knight. He was named after Hassie's son who
died in Vietnam and she thinks of him as a surrogate
son. He arrives at her store one snowy day and finds
not Hassie but a young woman named Carrie
Hendrickson Will the season bring peace and joy--to
Vaughn and to the town? As he begins to love Carrie,
Vaughn questions his feelings for the woman he
thought he loved. He wants to stay in Buffalo Valley
and fight for its way of life. A life that's all about
friends and

The Attack
Even though his mother warns him of a coming storm,
Baby Polar goes outside to play, but when he cannot
see his own paw he realizes that he now faces
danger.

Back When We Were Grownups
Een werkloze ex-docent Afrikaans-Amerikaanse
literatuur ontdekt een 19e eeuws manuscript, gaat op
basis daarvan op expeditie en doet een
onwaarschijnlijke ontdekking.

Summer Darlings
This issue of McSweeney's boasts as exciting an array
of stories as only the world's best literary journal can
offer. Featuring fourteen stories from writers like
Yannick Murphy, Roddy Doyle and Joyce Carol Oates,
McSweeney's 29 offers everything a good book
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should- there is jungle warfare, there are boomerang
tycoons, there are track-team romances and advicegiving animals it might not have been wise to bring
home. There is also art on every page and a finely diecut cover, wrapped in several kinds of cloth, that will
make other people want to grab this one right out of
your hands, so watch out.

To Be Sung Underwater
"Once upon a time, there was a woman who
discovered that she had turned into the wrong
person." So Anne Tyler opens this irresistible new
novel. The woman is Rebecca Davitch, a fifty-threeyear-old grandmother. Is she an impostor in her own
life? she asks herself. Is it indeed her own life? Or is it
someone else’s? On the surface, Beck, as she is
known to the Davitch clan, is outgoing, joyous, a
natural celebrator. Giving parties is, after all, her
vocation—something she slipped into even before
finishing college, when Joe Davitch spotted her at an
engagement party in his family’s crumbling
nineteenth-century Baltimore row house, where giving
parties was the family business. What caught his
fancy was that she seemed to be having such a
wonderful time. Soon this large-spirited older man, a
divorcé with three little girls, swept her into his orbit,
and before she knew it she was embracing his
extended family plus a child of their own, and hosting
endless parties in the ornate, high-ceilinged rooms of
The Open Arms. Now, some thirty years later, after
presiding over a disastrous family picnic, Rebecca is
caught un-awares by the question of who she really
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is. How she answers it—how she tries to recover her
girlhood self, that dignified grownup she had once
been—is the story told in this beguiling, funny, and
deeply moving novel. As always with Anne Tyler’s
novels, once we enter her world it is hard to leave.
But in Back When We Were Grownups she so
sharpens our perceptions and awakens so many
untapped feelings that we come away not only
refreshed and delighted, but also infinitely wiser.

The Big Book of Concepts
Adapted for the stage from the best-selling memoir,
The Speckled People tells a profoundly moving story
of a young boy trapped in a language war. Set in
1950s Ireland, this is a gripping, poignant, and at
times very funny family drama of homesickness,
control and identity. As a young boy, Hugo Hamilton
struggles with what it means to be speckled, "half and
half Irish on top and German below." An idealistic Irish
father enforces his cultural crusade by forbidding his
son to speak English while his German mother tries to
rescue him with her warm-hearted humour and
uplifting industry. The boy must free himself from his
father and from bullies on the street who persecute
him with taunts of Nazism. Above all he must free
himself from history and from the terrible secrets of
his mother and father before he can find a place
where he belongs. Surrounded by fear, guilt, and
frequently comic cultural entanglements, Hugo tries
to understand the differences between Irish history
and German history and to turn the strange logic of
what he is told into truth. It is a journey that ends in
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liberation but not before the long-buried secrets at
the back of the parents' wardrobe have been laid
bare.

Hark
Set during the splendid summer days of 1960s
Martha’s Vineyard, this page-turning debut novel pulls
back the curtain on one mysterious and wealthy
family as seen through the eyes of their nanny—a
college student who, while falling in love on the
elegant island, is also forced to reckon with the dark
underbelly of privilege. In 1962, coed Heddy Winsome
leaves her hardscrabble Irish Brooklyn neighborhood
behind and ferries to glamorous Martha’s Vineyard to
nanny for one of the wealthiest families on the island.
But as she grows enamored with the alluring and
seemingly perfect young couple and chases after
their two mischievous children, Heddy discovers that
her academic scholarship at Wellesley has been
revoked, putting her entire future at risk. Determined
to find her place in the couple's wealthy social circles,
Heddy nurtures a romance with the hip surfer down
the beach while wondering if the better man for her
might be a quiet, studious college boy instead. But no
one she meets on the summer island—socialite,
starlet, or housekeeper—is as picture-perfect as they
seem, and she quickly learns that the right last name
and a house in a tony zip-code may guarantee
privilege, but that rarely equals happiness. Rich with
the sights and sounds of midcentury Martha’s
Vineyard, Brooke Lea Foster’s debut novel Summer
Darlings promises entrance to a rarefied world, for
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readers who enjoyed Tigers in Red Weather or The
Summer Wives.

The Little Teashop of Broken Hearts
Eleven-year-old Lisa becomes her mother’s primary
support when they face the prospect of
homelessness. As Dee, a single mother, struggles
with the demons of her own childhood of neglect and
abuse, Lisa has to quickly assume the role of an adult
in an attempt to keep some stability in their lives.
“Dee and Tiny” ultimately become underground
celebrities in San Francisco, squatting in storefronts
and performing the “art of homelessness.” Their
story, filled with black humor and incisive analysis,
illuminates the roots of poverty, the criminalization of
poor families, and their struggle for survival.

Night Road
When a hunting accident leaves his son in a coma,
the son's veterinarian father tries to find the man
responsible while maintaining normalcy for his family
until an unexpected visitor asks a favor that will test
his resolve and force him to come to termswith what
it truly means to be a family.

Ahwoooooooo!
Saudi-born author Keija Parssinen’s stunning debut
offers the intricate, emotionally resonant story of an
American expatriate who discovers that her husband,
a Saudi billionaire, has taken a second bride—an
Page 20/27

Download File PDF The Call Yannick Murphy
emotionally turbulent revelation that blinds them both
to their teenaged son’s ominous first steps down the
road of radicalization. Readers of The Septembers of
Shiraz will be captivated by Parssinen’s story of love
and betrayal, fundamentalism, family and country in
the Middle East. Anthony Swofford, author of Jarhead,
hails Parssinen’s characters as “richly conceived, and
her evocative petrol universe of wealth, privilege, and
intrigue is unforgettable,” characterizing The Ruins of
Us as having “powerful storytelling that is refreshing
and entertaining.”

A Star Called Henry
“I can imagine both Jane Austen and Raymond Carver
pouring over this masterly novel” of a girl’s coming-ofage in 1970s New York (Frank McCourt). From the
National Endowment for the Arts Award–winning
author of the New York Times Notable Book, The Sea
of Trees, comes the “shockingly funny” (Vanity Fair),
“wholly unsentimental but peculiarly hopeful portrait
of family love and growing up scarred but sturdy” (LA
Weekly). Splitting time between her off-kilter family in
a garbage-strewn apartment and a lonely hot dog
vendor who trades Hershey bars for questionable
favors, the pragmatic and absolutely fearless thirteenyear-old Smitty stands firmly grounded in a city that
is stifling, violent, unpredictable, and full of life. It’s
not easy to stay balanced. Not with two precocious
sisters, a pothead brother, a depressed but steelwilled mother, an infirm grandmother, and an idler
dad who’s vanished with his appallingly stupid
mistress. Now, with dark humor, deadpan resilience,
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and a quiet sense of the surreal, Smitty recounts a
remarkable chain of events that will make this the
most transcendent year of her young life. In Here
They Come, the PEN New England Award–winning
Yannick Murphy “flawlessly captures a child’s-eye
view of a battered society and a battered family” (Los
Angeles Times), “creating a world as magical and
harrowing as the struggle to come to grips with
maturity” (Publishers Weekly, starred review).

The Speckled People
“A stimulating combination of literary criticism, essay,
and fiction” (The New Yorker) from the incomparable
Ali Smith Artful is a celebration of literature’s worth in
and to the world—it is about the things art can do, the
things art is made of, and the quicksilver nature of all
artfulness. A magical hybrid that refuses to be tied
down to either fiction or the essay form, Artful is
narrated by a character who is haunted—literally—by
a former lover, the writer of a series of lectures about
art and literature. Ali Smith’s heady powers as a
novelist and short story writer harmonize with her
keen perceptions as a reader and critic to form a
living thing that reminds us that life and art are never
separate.

Family Matters
Judith Whitman always believed in the kind of love
that "picks you up in Akron and sets you down in Rio."
Long ago, she once experienced that love. Willy Blunt
was a carpenter with a dry wit and a steadfast sense
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of honor. Marrying him seemed like a natural thing to
promise. But Willy Blunt was not a person you could
pick up in Nebraska and transport to Stanford. When
Judith left home, she didn't look back. Twenty years
later, Judith's marriage is hazy with secrets. In her
hand is what may be the phone number for the man
who believed she meant it when she said she loved
him. If she called, what would he say? To Be Sung
Underwater is the epic love story of a woman trying to
remember, and the man who could not even begin to
forget.

Baby Polar
Missouri native Allen Eskens' "stunning small-town
mystery" (New York Times Book Review) is a
necessary exploration of family, loyalty, and racial
tension in America and "a coming-of-age book to rival
some of the best, such as Ordinary Grace" (Library
Journal, starred review). In a small Southern town
where loyalty to family and to "your people" carries
the weight of a sacred oath, defying those unspoken
rules can be a deadly proposition. After fifteen years
of growing up in the Ozark hills with his widowed
mother, high-school freshman Boady Sanden is
beyond ready to move on. He dreams of glass towers
and cityscapes, driven by his desire to be anywhere
other than Jessup, Missouri. The new kid at St.
Ignatius High School, if he isn't being pushed around,
he is being completely ignored. Even his beloved
woods, his playground as a child and his sanctuary as
he grew older, seem to be closing in on him,
suffocating him. Then Thomas Elgin moves in across
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the road, and Boady's life begins to twist and turn.
Coming to know the Elgins -- a black family settling
into a community where notions of "us" and "them"
carry the weight of history -- forces Boady to rethink
his understanding of the world he's taken for granted.
Secrets hidden in plain sight begin to unfold: the
mother who wraps herself in the loss of her husband,
the neighbor who carries the wounds of a mysterious
past that he holds close, the quiet boss who is fighting
his own hidden battle. But the biggest secret of all is
the disappearance of Lida Poe, the African-American
woman who keeps the books at the local plastics
factory. Word has it that Ms. Poe left town, along with
a hundred thousand dollars of company money.
Although Boady has never met the missing woman,
he discovers that the threads of her life are woven
into the deepest fabric of his world. As the mystery of
her fate plays out, Boady begins to see the stark lines
of race and class that both bind and divide this small
town -- and he will be forced to choose sides. Best
Book of the Year: Florida Sun-Sentinel and Library
Journal Finalist for the Minnesota Book Award

Nothing More Dangerous
A collection of short stories explores issues of loss,
connection, and dysfunctional family life.

The Ruins of Us
Imagines the lives of the descendants of Jo March,
tracing the story of middle sister Lulu, who discovers
a collection of letters written by her great-greatPage 24/27
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grandmother and learns that her ancestors' bonds of
sisterhood were not always harmonious.

Artful
Part fairy-tale, part magic, yet always savagely
realistic Claire Fuller's haunting and powerful debut
Our Endless Numbered Days will appeal to fans of
Eowyn Ivey's The Snow Child and Christian Baker
Kline's Orphan Train . Peggy Hillcoat is eight years old
when her survivalist father, James, takes her from
their home in London to a remote hut in the woods
and tells her that the rest of the world has been
destroyed. Deep in the wilderness, Peggy and James
make a life for themselves. They repair the hut, bathe
in water from the river, hunt and gather food in the
summers and almost starve in the harsh winters.
They mark their days only by the sun and the
seasons. When Peggy finds a pair of boots in the
forest and begins a search for their owner, she
unwittingly begins to unravel the series of events that
brought her to the woods and, in doing so, discovers
the strength she needs to go back to the home and
mother she thought she’d lost. After Peggy's return to
civilization, her mother learns the truth of her escape,
of what happened to James on the last night out in
the woods, and of the secret that Peggy has carried
with her ever since.

McSweeney's 29
Through privileged access to the sealed, sixty-eightyear-old dossier containing the records of the secret
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trial of Mata Hari, the seductress-spy executed in
France as a German spy, the author presents an
intriguing account of the German and French intell
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