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How to Read the Bible
Biblical studies is increasingly interdisciplinary and frequently focuses on how the
Bible is read, received, and represented in the contemporary world, including in
politics, news media, and popular culture. Rape Myths, the Bible and #MeToo
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illustrates this with particular and critical assessment of #MeToo and its rapid and
global impact. Rape myths – in particular the myth that rape victims are complicit
in the violence they encounter, which consequently renders sexual violence ‘not so
bad’ – are examined both with regard to current backlash to #MeToo and to
biblical texts that undermine the violence perpetrated by rape. This includes
aggressive media attacks on the accusers of powerful men, as well as depictions of
biblical rape victims such as Dinah (Genesis 34), Bathsheba, and Tamar (2 Samuel
11–13). Biblical studies channels and expresses wider cultural and political
manifestations. This exemplifies that the influence of ancient texts is abiding and
the study of the past cutting edge.

Traditions of the Bible
How did the Bible survive the Enlightenment? In this book, Jonathan Sheehan
shows how Protestant translators and scholars in the eighteenth century
transformed the Bible from a book justified by theology to one justified by culture.
In doing so, the Bible was made into the cornerstone of Western heritage and
invested with meaning, authority, and significance even for a secular age. The
Enlightenment Bible offers a new history of the Bible in the century of its greatest
crisis and, in turn, a new vision of this century and its effects on religion. Although
the Enlightenment has long symbolized the corrosive effects of modernity on
religion, Sheehan shows how the Bible survived, and even thrived in this cradle of
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ostensible secularization. Indeed, in eighteenth-century Protestant Europe, biblical
scholarship and translation became more vigorous and culturally significant than at
any time since the Reformation. From across the theological spectrum, European
scholars--especially German and English--exerted tremendous energies to
rejuvenate the Bible, reinterpret its meaning, and reinvest it with new authority.
Poets, pedagogues, philosophers, literary critics, philologists, and historians
together built a post-theological Bible, a monument for a new religious era. These
literati forged the Bible into a cultural text, transforming the theological core of the
Judeo-Christian tradition. In the end, the Enlightenment gave the Bible the power
to endure the corrosive effects of modernity, not as a theological text but as the
foundation of Western culture.

How to Read the Bible
Understanding the Bible isn’t for the few, the gifted, the scholarly. The Bible is
accessible. It’s meant to be read and comprehended by everyone from armchair
readers to seminary students. A few essential insights into the Bible can clear up a
lot of misconceptions and help you grasp the meaning of Scripture and its
application to your twenty-first-century life. More than three quarters of a million
people have turned to How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth to inform their
reading of the Bible. This fourth edition features revisions that keep pace with
current scholarship, resources, and culture. Changes include: Updated language for
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better readability Scripture references now appear only in brackets at the end of a
sentence or paragraph, helping you read the Bible as you would read any
book—without the numbers A new authors’ preface Redesigned and updated
diagrams Updated list of recommended commentaries and resources Covering
everything from translational concerns to different genres of biblical writing, How
to Read the Bible for All Its Worth is used all around the world. In clear, simple
language, it helps you accurately understand the different parts of the Bible—their
meaning for ancient audiences and their implications for you today—so you can
uncover the inexhaustible worth that is in God’s Word.

From Jesus to Christ
The King James Bible for ebook readers, desktops, tablets and phones. Including
Old Testament and New Testament, this is a wonderful tool that keeps the
scriptures at your fingertips. The translation that became the Authorized King
James Bible was begun in 1604 and in 1611 was published by the Church of
England, under the direction of King James. The translation was done by fortyseven Church of England scholars, the New Testament coming from the Greek
Textus Receptus (Received Text), the Old Testament from the Masoretic Hebrew
text, and the Apocrypha from the Greek Septuagint (LXX), except for two Esdras
from the Latin Vulgate.
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The Bible Recap
Renowned biblical sleuth and scholar Richard Elliot Friedman reveals the first work
of prose literature in the world-a 3000-year-old epic hidden within the books of the
Hebrew Bible. Written by a single, masterful author but obscured by ancient
editors and lost for millennia, this brilliant epic of love, deception, war, and
redemption is a compelling account of humankind's complex relationship with God.
Friedman boldly restores this prose masterpiece-the very heart of the Bible-to the
extraordinary form in which it was originally written.

The Holy Bible
DVD Kit provides teaching videos and tools for 6-session women's Bible study by
Angie Smith on the whole story of Scripture.

The Bible as it was
Renowned religion expert and Harvard Divinity School professor Harvey Cox
deepens our experience of the Bible, revealing the three primary ways we read it,
why each is important, and how we can integrate these approaches for a richer
understanding and appreciation of key texts throughout the Old and New
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Testaments. The Bible is the heart of devotional practice, a source of guidance and
inspiration rich with insightful life lessons. On the other side of the spectrum,
academics have studied the Bible using scientific analysis to examine its historical
significance and meaning. The gap between these readings has resulted in a
schism with far-reaching implications: Without historical context, ordinary people
are left to interpret the Bible literally, while academic readings overlook the deeply
personal connections established in church pews, choir benches, and backyard
study groups. In How To Read the Bible, Cox explores three different lenses
commonly used to bring the Bible into focus: Literary—as narrative stories of
family conflict, stirring heroism, and moral dilemmas; History—as classic texts with
academic and theological applications; Activism—as a source of dialogue and
engagement to be shared and applied to our lives. By bringing these together, Cox
shows the Bible in all its rich diversity and meaning and offers us a contemporary
activist version that wrestles with issues of feminism, war, homosexuality, and
race. The result is a living resource that is perpetually evolving as our
understanding changes and deepens from generation to generation.

The Hidden Book in the Bible
Master Bible scholar and teacher Marc Brettler argues that today's contemporary
readers can only understand the ancient Hebrew Scripture by knowing more about
the culture that produced it. And so Brettler unpacks the literary conventions,
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ideological assumptions, and historical conditions that inform the biblical text and
demonstrates how modern critical scholarship and archaeological discoveries shed
light on this fascinating and complex literature. Brettler surveys representative
biblical texts from different genres to illustrate how modern scholars have taught
us to "read" these texts. Using the "historical-critical method" long popular in
academia, he guides us in reading the Bible as it was read in the biblical period,
independent of later religious norms and interpretive traditions. Understanding the
Bible this way lets us appreciate it as an interesting text that speaks in multiple
voices on profound issues. This book is the first "Jewishly sensitive" introduction to
the historical-critical method. Unlike other introductory texts, the Bible that this
book speaks about is the Jewish one -- with the three-part TaNaKH arrangement,
the sequence of books found in modern printed Hebrew editions, and the chapter
and verse enumerations used in most modern Jewish versions of the Bible. In an
afterword, the author discusses how the historical-critical method can help
contemporary Jews relate to the Bible as a religious text in a more meaningful way.

How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth
Misquoting Jesus
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The Bible As History by Werner Keller, will take you on a breathtaking journey to
the heart of Holy Scripture as it pieces together one of the most stunning spiritual
puzzles in the history of mankind.

The Bible Is a Catholic Book
"Magisterial. . . . A learned, brilliant and enjoyable study."—Géza Vermès, Times
Literary Supplement In this exciting book, Paula Fredriksen explains the variety of
New Testament images of Jesus by exploring the ways that the new Christian
communities interpreted his mission and message in light of the delay of the
Kingdom he had preached. This edition includes an introduction reviews the most
recent scholarship on Jesus and its implications for both history and theology.
"Brilliant and lucidly written, full of original and fascinating insights."—Reginald H.
Fuller, Journal of the American Academy of Religion "This is a first-rate work of a
first-rate historian."—James D. Tabor, Journal of Religion "Fredriksen confronts her
documents—principally the writings of the New Testament—as an archaeologist
would an especially rich complex site. With great care she distinguishes the literary
images from historical fact. As she does so, she explains the images of Jesus in
terms of the strategies and purposes of the writers Paul, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John."—Thomas D’Evelyn, Christian Science Monitor
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The Enlightenment Bible
""Historical biblical criticism is bankrupt."" That startling affirmation began The
Bible in Human Transformation when it first appeared in 1975. Wink asserts that
despite the valuable contributions of the historical-critical method, we have
reached the point where this method is incapable of allowing Scripture to evoke
personal and social transformation today. More than thirty years later, Wink now
looks back in a new preface over the more and less humanizing developments in
New Testament studies of the last few decades and renews his call for a
transforming approach to biblical interpretatio

What Is the Bible?
A History of the Bible
A Guided Tour from Genesis through Revelation Reading the Bible need not be a
haphazard journey through strange and bewildering territory. Like an experienced
tour guide, How to Read the Bible Book by Book takes you by the hand and walks
you through the Scriptures. For each book of the Bible, the authors start with a
quick snapshot, then expand the view to help you better understand its key
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elements and how it fits into the grand narrative of the Bible. Written by two top
evangelical scholars, this survey is designed to get you actually reading the Bible
knowledgeably and understanding it accurately. In an engaging, conversational
style, Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart take you through a given book of the Bible
using their unique, progressive approach: • Orienting Data—Concise info bytes
that form a thumbnail of the book • Overview—A brief panorama that introduces
key concepts and themes and important landmarks in the book • Specific Advice
for Reading—Pointers for accurately understanding the details and message of the
book in context with the circumstances surrounding its writing • A Walk
Through—The actual section-by-section tour that helps you see both the larger
landscape of the book and how its various parts work together to form the whole.
Here you are taken by the hand and told, “Look at this!” How to Read the Bible
Book by Book can be used as a companion to How to Read the Bible for All Its
Worth. It also stands on its own as a reliable guide to reading and understanding
the Bible for yourself.

How to Read the Bible as Literature
In this comprehensive and systematic volume, renowned literary expert Leland
Ryken introduces readers to the specific themes, patterns, and techniques used by
the biblical authors. A companion to Ryken’s A Complete Handbook of Literary
Forms in the Bible, this practical guidebook will equip you to interpret each book of
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the Bible through the lens of its literary forms and features—helping you faithfully
read, understand, and teach the Bible with greater insight.

The Bible as History
Does reading the Bible sometimes leave you confused? Do you have difficulty
seeing the relevance of the Bible to modern concerns or to important issues in your
life? Do you believe Bible reading and intellectual inquiry are mutually exclusive?
This book explores how the Bible can serve as a resource for discovering truth. It
provides a method that accepts and incorporates the knowledge gained from
modern scholarship while also recognizing that truth-discovery is a personal,
multifaceted journey. It honors the integrity of Scripture while remaining open to
insight from additional truth-sources. In exploring what we mean when we speak of
the Bible's authority, it is honest about the challenges presented to modern
readers by the cultural chasm separating the biblical writers from today's world.
How to Read the Bible Without Losing Your Mind shows how the Bible can be read
with full engagement of both mind and heart.

Revelation
Master storyteller Walter Wangerin Jr. shares the story of the Bible from beginning
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to end as you've never read it before, retold with exciting detail and passionate
energy. “. . . a feat of imagination and faith.” —Philip Yancey, award-winning
author The Book of God reads like a novel, dramatizing the sweep of biblical
events, bringing to life the men and women of this ancient book in vivid detail and
dialogue. From Abraham wandering in the desert to Jesus teaching the multitudes
on a Judean hillside, this award-winning bestseller follows the biblical story in
chronological order. Priests and kings, apostles and prophets, common folk and
charismatic leaders—individual stories offer glimpses into an unfolding revelation
that reaches across the centuries to touch us today.

The Book of God
With a Bible and guitar, Bob Marley set out to conquer the world of popular music.
Rising from humble origins to international stardom, he worked tirelessly to spread
a dual message of resistance and redemption--a message inspired by his reading
of scripture. Marley's constant reliance on the Bible throughout the stages of his
artistic and spiritual paths is an integral part of his story that has not been
sufficiently told--until now. This is the first book written on Bob Marley as biblical
interpreter. It answers the question, What light does biblical scholarship shed on
Marley's interpretation, and what can Marley teach biblical scholars? Focusing on
the parts of the Bible that Marley quotes most often in his lyrics, MacNeil provides
a close analysis of Marley's interpretation. For students of Marley, this affords a
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deeper appreciation and understanding of his thought and his art. For students of
scripture, it demonstrates the nature of Marley's unique contribution to the field of
biblical interpretation, which can be appreciated as an excellent example of what
R. S. Sugirtharajah calls "vernacular interpretation" of scripture.

The Bible as it was
Those who understand the Bible in literal terms are constantly accused of not
understanding the Bible in literal terms. Someone will point to the word "all" or
"this" or "that" and charge that the Literalist does not take those words literally,
therefore they are not truly understanding the Bible in literal terms. Is there any
truth to this? Does the Literalist strive to understand the literal meaning of the
Bible, and by doing so, is he required to understand every word in its most literal
sense? The author sets out to show that within language, while not all words,
phrases and verbiage are to be taken literally, all meaning derived from those
same words, phrases and verbiage is to be taken literally. It is the actual meaning
that matters. What's the difference? Is the Literalist simply pulling the wool over
everyone else's eyes, in order to make the Bible say what they want it to say?

Rape Myths, the Bible, and #MeToo
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As soon as it appeared, How to Read the Bible was recognized as a masterwork,
“awesome, thrilling” (The New York Times), “wonderfully interesting, extremely
well presented” (The Washington Post), and “a tour de forcea stunning narrative”
(Publishers Weekly). Now in its tenth year of publication, the book remains the
clearest, most inviting and readable guide to the Hebrew Bible around—and a
profound meditation on the effect that modern biblical scholarship has had on
traditional belief. Moving chapter by chapter, Harvard professor James Kugel
covers the Bible’s most significant stories—the Creation of the world, Adam and
Eve, Cain and Abel, Noah and the flood, Abraham and Sarah, Jacob and his wives,
Moses and the exodus, David’s mighty kingdom, plus the writings of Isaiah,
Jeremiah, and the other prophets, and on to the Babylonian conquest and the
eventual return to Zion. Throughout, Kugel contrasts the way modern scholars
understand these events with the way Christians and Jews have traditionally
understood them. The latter is not, Kugel shows, a naïve reading; rather, it is the
product of a school of sophisticated interpreters who flourished toward the end of
the biblical period. These highly ideological readers sought to put their own spin on
texts that had been around for centuries, utterly transforming them in the process.
Their interpretations became what the Bible meant for centuries and
centuries—until modern scholarship came along. The question that this book
ultimately asks is: What now? As one reviewer wrote, Kugel’s answer provides “a
contemporary model of how to read Sacred Scripture amidst the oppositional pulls
of modern scholarship and tradition.”
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Interpreting the Bible Literally
Dates the writing of biblical literature to the late-Iron Age, challenging previous
theories of literacy.

How to Read the Bible Without Losing Your Mind
‘Loveday’s case is that the mantle of historical truth and divine authority has
placed upon the Bible an intolerable weight, crushing it as a creative work of
immense imaginative and inspirational power. His argument is both fascinating
and persuasive.’ Matthew Parris The Bible for Grown-Ups neither requires, nor
rejects, belief. It sets out to help intelligent adults make sense of the Bible – a book
that is too large to swallow whole, yet too important in our history and culture to
spit out. Why do the creation stories in Genesis contradict each other? Did the
Exodus really happen? Was King David a historical figure? Why is Matthew’s
account of the birth of Jesus so different from Luke’s? Why was St Paul so rude
about St Peter? Every Biblical author wrote for their own time, and their own
audience. In short, nothing in the Bible is quite what it seems. Literary critic Simon
Loveday’s book – a labour of love that has taken over a decade to write – is a
thrilling read, for Christians and anyone else, which will overturn everything you
thought you knew about the Good Book.
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The Bible hand-book
This volume covers a wide range of topics that bear on the textual criticism of the
Greek Bible, including: the relationship between Jewish scribal culture and early
Christian literary practices; Greek biblical texts uncovered in the Judaean Desert;
the New Testament miniscule tradition; and New Testament biblical papyri. Fresh
studies are presented of Codex Sinaiticus, Codes Bezae, and Codex Alexandrinus.
Featuring contributions from an international group of biblical scholars, the book
aims to make a significant contribution to the study of the Greek Bible.

The Bible and Bob Marley
Kugel shows how a group of anonymous ancient interpreters radically transformed
the Bible and made it into the book that has come down to us today. 24 halftone
illustrations.

The Bible as History
Have you ever closed your Bible and thought, What did I just read? Or maybe you
have tried to read through the Bible in a year, but quit when it felt confusing or
impersonal. The Bible Recap is here to help. Tara-Leigh Cobble, host of the popular
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Bible Recap podcast, walks readers through a one-year chronological Bible reading
plan and explains each day's passage in an easy-to-understand way. Emphasizing
how God's character can be seen throughout Scripture, the recaps are simple and
short yet deep enough to help you understand the hard parts and press into
knowing God better. As Cobble says, The primary role of Scripture is to show me
who God is, and if I behold God, my life will naturally conform around what I learn
about him. The Bible Recap will not only help you understand the entire narrative
of the Bible, it will fortify your faith.

The Light of the World
The Bible As History by Werner Keller, will take you on a breathtaking journey to
the heart of Holy Scripture as it pieces together one of the most stunning spiritual
puzzles in the history of mankind.

How to Read the Bible Book by Book
Authorized King James Version with Apocrypha. The classic version, its continued
dynamism, and capacity to present itself in a new light to every generation. All
ages.
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The Bible
This edition of the Bible uses a single-column setting for the text and does not
include chapter and verse numbers, footnotes or section headings within the text.

Seamless
Instant New York Times Bestseller Rob Bell, the beloved author of Love Wins and
What We Talk About When We Talk About God, goes deep into the Bible to show
how it is more revelatory, revolutionary, and relevant than we ever imagined—and
offers a cogent argument for why we need to look at it in a fresh, new way. In Love
Wins, Rob Bell confronted the troubling questions that many people of faith were
afraid to ask about heaven, hell, fate, and faith. Using the same inspired,
inquisitive approach, he now turns to our most sacred book, the Bible. What Is the
Bible? provides insights and answers that make clear why the Bible is so revered
and what makes it truly inspiring and essential to our lives. Rob takes us deep into
actual passages to reveal the humanity behind the Scriptures. You cannot get to
the holy without going through the human, Rob tells us. When considering a
passage, we shouldn’t ask "Why did God say . . .?" To get to the heart of the Bible’s
meaning, we should be asking: "What’s the story that’s unfolding here and why did
people find it important to tell it? What was it that moved them to record these
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words? What was happening in the world at that time? What does this
passage/story/poem/verse/book tell us about how people understood who they
were and who God was at that time?" In asking these questions, Rob goes beyond
the one-dimensional question of "is it true?" to reveal the Bible’s authentic
transformative power. Rob addresses the concerns of all those who see the Bible
as God’s Word but are troubled by the ethical dilemmas, errors, and
inconsistencies in Scripture. With What Is the Bible?, he recaptures the Good
Book’s magic and reaffirms its power and inspiration to shape and inspire our lives
today.

The Bible in Human Transformation
The Books of the Bible
A companion to the Bible. Leads us chapter by chapter through the key biblical
stories--from Creation to the Promised Land. Shows how a group of anonymous
ancient interpreters radically transformed the Bible and made it into the book that
has come down to us today.

How to Read the Bible
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The final book of the Bible, Revelation prophesies the ultimate judgement of
mankind in a series of allegorical visions, grisly images and numerological
predictions. According to these, empires will fall, the "Beast" will be destroyed and
Christ will rule a new Jerusalem. With an introduction by Will Self.

The Books of the Bible
Know Exactly What Scripture Means In his first book for Our Sunday Visitor, noted
Catholic apologist Patrick Madrid helps you: Be absolutely certain your
interpretation of Scripture is accurate Discover how the simple sentence "I never
said you stole money" can be the key to understanding the entire Bible Answer any
questions a non-Catholic might throw at you Learn exactly what the Bible teaches
about the Pope, priestly celibacy, homosexuality, abortion, salvation, and other hot
topics Obtain a working knowledge of Scripture so you can feel comfortable talking
with Fundamentalists and Evangelicals Allow the life-giving truth and power of
Scripture to transform your life Become an effective spokesman for the truth of
Catholic teaching. With comprehensive Scripture references, quotes from the great
teachers of the Faith, tips on how to deflate even the most vehement arguments,
as well as a list of verses typically used against Catholics with effective
counterarguments, Where Is That in the Bible? is a great book of Scripture-based
apologetics.
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How to Read the Bible
Why the Good Book Is a Great Read If you want to rightly understand the Bible, you
must begin by recognizing what it is: a composite of literary styles. It is meant to
be read, not just interpreted. The Bible’s truths are embedded like jewels in the
rich strata of story and poetry, metaphor and proverb, parable and letter, satire
and symbolism. Paying attention to the literary form of a passage will help you
understand the meaning and truth of that passage. How to Read the Bible as
Literature takes you through the various literary forms used by the biblical authors.
This book will help you read the Bible with renewed appreciation and excitement
and gain a more profound grasp of its truths. Designed for maximum clarity and
usefulness, How to Read the Bible as Literature includes * sidebar captions to
enhance organization * wide margins ideal for note taking * suggestions for further
reading * appendix: "The Allegorical Nature of the Parables" * indexes of persons
and subjects

NIV, The Story: Teen Edition (Enhanced Edition), eBook
When world-class biblical scholar Bart Ehrman first began to study the texts of the
Bible in their original languages he was startled to discover the multitude of
mistakes and intentional alterations that had been made by earlier translators. In
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Misquoting Jesus, Ehrman tells the story behind the mistakes and changes that
ancient scribes made to the New Testament and shows the great impact they had
upon the Bible we use today. He frames his account with personal reflections on
how his study of the Greek manuscripts made him abandon his once
ultraconservative views of the Bible. Since the advent of the printing press and the
accurate reproduction of texts, most people have assumed that when they read
the New Testament they are reading an exact copy of Jesus's words or Saint Paul's
writings. And yet, for almost fifteen hundred years these manuscripts were hand
copied by scribes who were deeply influenced by the cultural, theological, and
political disputes of their day. Both mistakes and intentional changes abound in the
surviving manuscripts, making the original words difficult to reconstruct. For the
first time, Ehrman reveals where and why these changes were made and how
scholars go about reconstructing the original words of the New Testament as
closely as possible. Ehrman makes the provocative case that many of our
cherished biblical stories and widely held beliefs concerning the divinity of Jesus,
the Trinity, and the divine origins of the Bible itself stem from both intentional and
accidental alterations by scribes -- alterations that dramatically affected all
subsequent versions of the Bible.

The Bible for Grown-Ups
A literary history of our most influential book of all time, by an Oxford scholar and
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Anglican priest In our culture, the Bible is monolithic: It is a collection of books that
has been unchanged and unchallenged since the earliest days of the Christian
church. The idea of the Bible as "Holy Scripture," a non-negotiable authority
straight from God, has prevailed in Western society for some time. And while it
provides a firm foundation for centuries of Christian teaching, it denies the depth,
variety, and richness of this fascinating text. In A History of the Bible, John Barton
argues that the Bible is not a prescription to a complete, fixed religious system, but
rather a product of a long and intriguing process, which has inspired Judaism and
Christianity, but still does not describe the whole of either religion. Barton shows
how the Bible is indeed an important source of religious insight for Jews and
Christians alike, yet argues that it must be read in its historical context--from its
beginnings in myth and folklore to its many interpretations throughout the
centuries. It is a book full of narratives, laws, proverbs, prophecies, poems, and
letters, each with their own character and origin stories. Barton explains how and
by whom these disparate pieces were written, how they were canonized (and
which ones weren't), and how they were assembled, disseminated, and interpreted
around the world--and, importantly, to what effect. Ultimately, A History of the
Bible argues that a thorough understanding of the history and context of its writing
encourages religious communities to move away from the Bible's literal
wording--which is impossible to determine--and focus instead on the broader
meanings of scripture.
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How the Bible Became a Book
A reader's companion to the Bible draws on classic interpretations as well as
modern scholarship to explain how the Bible may also be a metaphorical reflection
of anthropological history, in a guide that covers such topics as the fates of
Israelites who remained behind in Canaan and the correlation between the
commandments and the Code of Hammurabi. 30,000 first printing.

Literary Introductions to the Books of the Bible
Where is THAT in the Bible?
“The Greatest Story Ever Told” is more than just a cliché. God has gone to great
lengths to rescue lost and hurting people. That is what The Story for Teens is all
about—the story of the Bible, God’s great love affair with humanity. Condensed
into 31 accessible chapters, The Story for Teens sweeps you into the unfolding
progression of Bible characters and events from Genesis to Revelation. Using the
clear, accurate, and easy-to-understand text of the New International Version, it
allows the stories, poems, and teachings of the Bible to read like a novel. And like
any good story, it is filled with intrigue, drama, conflict, romance, and redemption.
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Features: • The story of the Bible in its own words • Events, characters, and
teachings of the Bible arranged chronologically • New International Version text

The Bible as Book
James Kugel's The Bible As It Was (1997) has been welcomed with universal praise.
Here now is the full scholarly edition of this wonderfully rich and illuminating work,
expanding the author's findings into an incomparable reference work. Focusing on
two dozen core stories in the Pentateuch--from the Creation and Tree of Knowledge
through the Exodus from Egypt and journey to the Promised Land--James Kugel
shows us how the earliest interpreters of the scriptures radically transformed the
Bible and made it into the book that has come down to us today. Kugel explains
how and why the writers of this formative age of interpretation--roughly 200 B.C.E.
to 150 C.E.--assumed such a significant role. Mining their writings--including the
Dead Sea Scrolls, works of Philo and Josephus and letters of the Apostle Paul, and
writings of the Apostolic Fathers and the rabbinic Sages--he quotes for us the
seminal passages that uncover this crucial interpretive process. For this full-scale
reference work Kugel has added a substantial treasury of sources and passages for
each of the 24 Bible stories. It will serve as a unique guide and sourcebook for
biblical interpretation.
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