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Dreamers of the Day
Larry is an atheist in a family of orthodox Memphis
Jews. When his father dies, it is his responsibility as
the surviving son to recite the Kaddish, the Jewish
prayer for the dead, every day for eleven months. To
the horror and dismay of his mother and sisters, Larry
refuses-- thus imperiling the fate of his father's soul.
To appease them, and in penance for failing to mourn
his father correctly, he hires a stranger through a
website called Kaddish.com to recite the daily prayer
and shepherd his father's soul safely to rest. -adapted from jacket
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The Color of Water
Look out for McBride's new book, Five-Carat Soul
From the New York Times bestselling author of The
Good Lord Bird, winner of the 2013 National Book
Award for Fiction, and Kill 'Em and Leave, a James
Brown biography. James McBride’s powerful memoir,
The Color of Water, was a groundbreaking literary
phenomenon that transcended racial and religious
boundaries, garnering unprecedented acclaim and
topping bestseller lists for more than two years. Now
McBride turns his extraordinary gift for storytelling to
fiction—in a universal tale of courage and redemption
inspired by a little-known historic event. In Miracle at
St. Anna, toward the end of World War II, four Buffalo
Soldiers from the Army’s Negro 92nd Division find
themselves separated from their unit and behind
enemy lines. Risking their lives for a country in which
they are treated with less respect than the enemy
they are fighting, they discover humanity in the small
Tuscan village of St. Anna di Stazzema—in the
peasants who shelter them, in the unspoken affection
of an orphaned child, in a newfound faith in fellow
man. And even in the face of unspeakable tragedy,
they—and we—learn to see the small miracles of life.
This acclaimed novel is now a major motion picture
directed by Spike Lee.

American Dreams
Scoring a 5 on the AP Test Has Just Become Easier
You no longer have to choose between "teaching the
work" or "teaching to the test." Prestwick House
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Advanced Placement Teaching Units allow you to do
both. Because we wanted the Prestwick House AP
Teaching Units to meet the rigorous demands of the
Advanced Placement class, we wrote detailed study
guides that focus on the types of literary knowledge
your students will have to demonstrate on their AP
exams.

Song Yet Sung
"Impressive." THE WASHINGTON POST BOOK WORLD
Spanning 1800 years of Russia's history, people,
poltics, and culture, Edward Rurtherford, author of the
phenomenally successful SARUM: THE NOVEL OF
ENGLAND, tells a grand saga that is as multifaceted
as Russia itself. Here is a story of a great civilization
made human, played out through the lives of four
families who are divided by ethnicity but united in
shaping the destiny of their land. "Rutherford's
RUSSKA succeeds.[He] can take his place among an
elite cadre of chroniclers such as Harold Lamb,
Maurice Hindus and Henri Troyat." SAN FRANCISCO
CHRONICLE

The Salt Roads
Refusing to evacuate their East Tennessee hometown
that is being flooded by a newly constructed dam,
Annie Clyde Dodson battles with her husband, who
wishes to start over elsewhere, only to begin a frantic
search when their toddler goes missing.

Oldest Living Confederate Widow Tells
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All
Presents a heavily illustrated look at the 2008 Spike
Lee film "Miracle at St. Anna" that includes brief
historical material dealing with the film's subject
matter and an accompanying copy of the shooting
script by James McBride.

Kaddish.com
Immediately upon publication in 1998, the
Encyclopedia of Country Music became a much-loved
reference source, prized for the wealth of information
it contained on that most American of musical genres.
Countless fans have used it as the source for answers
to questions about everything from country's first
commercially successful recording, to the genre's
pioneering music videos, to what conjunto music is.
This thoroughly revised new edition includes more
than 1,200 A-Z entries covering nine decades of
history and artistry, from the Carter Family recordings
of the 1920s to the reign of Taylor Swift in the first
decade of the twenty-first century. Compiled by a
team of experts at the Country Music Hall of Fame
and Museum, the encyclopedia has been brought
completely up-to-date, with new entries on the artists
who have profoundly influenced country music in
recent years, such as the Dixie Chicks and Keith
Urban. The new edition also explores the latest and
most critical trends within the industry, shedding light
on such topics as the digital revolution, the shifting
politics of country music, and the impact of American
Idol (reflected in the stardom of Carrie Underwood).
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Other essays cover the literature of country music,
the importance of Nashville as a music center, and
the colorful outfits that have long been a staple of the
genre. The volume features hundreds of images,
including a photo essay of album covers; a foreword
by country music superstar Vince Gill (the winner of
twenty Grammy Awards); and twelve fascinating
appendices, ranging from lists of awards to the bestselling country albums of all time. Winner of the Best
Reference Award from the Popular Culture Association
"Any serious country music fan will treasure this
authoritative book." --The Seattle Times "A longawaited, major accomplishment, which educators,
historians and students, broadcasters and music
writers, artists and fans alike, will welcome and
enjoy." --The Nashville Musician "Should prove a
valuable resource to those who work in the country
music business. But it's also an entertaining read for
the music's true fans." --Houston Chronicle "This big,
handsome volume spans the history of country music,
listing not only artists and groups but also important
individuals and institutions." --San Francisco Examiner
"Promises to be the definitive historical and
biographical work on the past eight decades of
country music. Well written and heavily illustratedan
unparalleled work, worth its price and highly
recommended." --Library Journal

The People in the Trees
COSTA BOOK OF THE YEAR AWARD WINNER
LONGLISTED FOR THE 2017 MAN BOOKER PRIZE "A
true leftfield wonder: Days Without End is a violent,
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superbly lyrical western offering a sweeping vision of
America in the making."—Kazuo Ishiguro, Booker
Prize winning author of The Remains of the Day and
The Buried Giant From the two-time Man Booker Prize
finalist Sebastian Barry, “a master storyteller” (Wall
Street Journal), comes a powerful new novel of duty
and family set against the American Indian and Civil
Wars Thomas McNulty, aged barely seventeen and
having fled the Great Famine in Ireland, signs up for
the U.S. Army in the 1850s. With his brother in arms,
John Cole, Thomas goes on to fight in the Indian
Wars—against the Sioux and the Yurok—and,
ultimately, the Civil War. Orphans of terrible
hardships themselves, the men find these days to be
vivid and alive, despite the horrors they see and are
complicit in. Moving from the plains of Wyoming to
Tennessee, Sebastian Barry’s latest work is a
masterpiece of atmosphere and language. An
intensely poignant story of two men and the
makeshift family they create with a young Sioux girl,
Winona, Days Without End is a fresh and haunting
portrait of the most fateful years in American history
and is a novel never to be forgotten.

Thirteen Moons
This new collection examines important US historical
fiction published since 2000. Exploring historical
novels by established American writers such as Philip
Roth, Joyce Carol Oates, E.L. Doctorow, Chang-rae
Lee, James McBride, Susan Choi, and George
Saunders, the book also includes chapters on firsttime novelists. Individual essays in 21st Century US
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Historical Fiction: Contemporary Responses to the
Past tackle prominent and provocative new novels, for
example, recent Pulitzer Prize-winning fiction by
Anthony Doerr, Viet Thanh Nguyen and Colson
Whitehead. Interrogating such key themes as war,
race, sexuality, trauma and childhood; notions of
genre and periodization; and recent theorizations of
historical fiction, scholars from the United States,
Canada, Britain and Ireland analyze an emerging
canon of contemporary historical fiction by an ethnoracially diverse range of major American writers.

The Land Beyond the Sea
McBride brings to vivid life the people affected by a
shooting. As the story deepens, it becomes clear that
the lives of the characters - caught in the tumultuous
swirl of 1960s New York - overlap in unexpected ways

The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman
In the tense days before the American Civil War, in
the swamplands of the Maryland shore, a wounded
slave girl and her visions of the future tear a
community apart in a riveting drama of hope and
redemption. Kidnappings, gunfights and chases ensue
in this extraordinary story of violence, tragic triumph,
and unexpected kindness.

A Good Hard Look
Union General William Tecumseh Sherman's
devastating march through Georgia and the Carolinas
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during the final years of the Civil War has a profound
impact on the outcome of the war, in a richly
textured, evocative historical novel that captures the
full experience of the diverse characters caught up in
the struggle. Reader's Guide available. Reprint.
350,000 first printing.

Russka
A tale set against a backdrop of slave rights conflicts
in the nineteenth-century Chesapeake Bay region
finds young runaway Liz Spocott inadvertently
inspiring a slave breakout from the attic prison of a
notorious slave thief who vengefully calls slave
catcher Denwood Long out of retirement. 100,000
first printing.

Kill 'Em and Leave
“I suppose I ought to warn you at the outset that my
present circumstances are puzzling, even to me.
Nevertheless, I am sure of this much: My little story
has become your history. You won’t really understand
your times until you understand mine.” So begins the
account of Agnes Shanklin, the charmingly diffident
narrator of Mary Doria Russell’s compelling new
novel, Dreamers of the Day. And what is Miss
Shanklin’s “little story?” Nothing less than the
creation of the modern Middle East at the 1921 Cairo
Peace Conference, where Winston Churchill, T. E.
Lawrence, and Lady Gertrude Bell met to decide the
fate of the Arab world–and of our own. A forty-yearold schoolteacher from Ohio still reeling from the
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tragedies of the Great War and the influenza
epidemic, Agnes has come into a modest inheritance
that allows her to take the trip of a lifetime to Egypt
and the Holy Land. Arriving at the Semiramis Hotel
just as the Peace Conference convenes, Agnes, with
her plainspoken American opinions–and a small, noisy
dachshund named Rosie–enters into the company of
the historic luminaries who will, in the space of a few
days at a hotel in Cairo, invent the nations of Iraq,
Syria, Lebanon, Israel, and Jordan. Neither a pawn nor
a participant at the conference, Agnes is ostensibly
insignificant, and that makes her a welcome sounding
board for Churchill, Lawrence, and Bell. It also makes
her unexpectedly attractive to the charismatic
German spy Karl Weilbacher. As Agnes observes the
tumultuous inner workings of nation-building, she is
drawn more and more deeply into geopolitical intrigue
and toward a personal awakening. With prose as
graceful and effortless as a seductive float down the
Nile, Mary Doria Russell illuminates the long, rich
history of the Middle East with a story that brilliantly
elucidates today’s headlines. As enlightening as it is
entertaining, Dreamers of the Day is a memorable,
passionate, gorgeously written novel. From the
Hardcover edition.

Days Without End
‘THIS CLEVER, ORIGINAL DEBUT BRILLIANTLY
IMAGINES THE WRITING OF A CHRISTMAS CAROL . . .
IT'S WILDLY MOVING, CHOCK FULL OF DICKENSIAN
ATMOSPHERE AND WRITTEN IN A STYLE AS RICH AS A
VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS DINNER’ DAILY MAIL Charles
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Dickens should be looking forward to Christmas. But
when his latest book, Martin Chuzzlewit, is a flop, his
publishers give him an ultimatum. Either he writes a
Christmas book in a month or they will call in his
debts and he could lose everything. Dickens has no
choice but to grudgingly accept. Yet inspiration is
slow to strike, and in his desperate search for ideas,
Dickens becomes increasingly distant from his own
family as his fascination with a mysterious woman
and her young son develops. But all is not as it seems
. . . In true Dickens style, this is a tale of ghosts and
secrets, set in the heart of Victorian London.
‘CHARMING, COMIC . . . I READ IT IN A COUPLD OF
EBULLIENT, CHRISTMASSY GULPS’ ANTHONY DOERR,
AUTHOR OF ALL THE LIGHT WE CANNOT SEE

The Counterrevolution of Slavery
"A sublime, many-voiced novel of voyage and
reinvention" (Anthony Marra) "[Truong] imagines the
extraordinary lives of three women who loved an
extraordinary man [and] creates distinct, engaging
voices for these women" (Kirkus Reviews) A Greek
woman tells of how she willed herself out of her
father's cloistered house, married an Irish officer in
the British Army, and came to Ireland with her twoyear-old son in 1852, only to be forced to leave
without him soon after. An African American woman,
born into slavery on a Kentucky plantation, makes her
way to Cincinnati after the Civil War to work as a
boarding house cook, where in 1872 she meets and
marries an up-and-coming newspaper reporter. In
Matsue, Japan, in 1891, a former samurai's daughter
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is introduced to a newly arrived English teacher, and
becomes the mother of his four children and his
unsung literary collaborator. The lives of writers can
often best be understood through the eyes of those
who nurtured them and made their work possible. In
The Sweetest Fruits, these three women tell the story
of their time with Lafcadio Hearn, a globetrotting
writer best known for his books about Meiji-era Japan.
In their own unorthodox ways, these women are also
intrepid travelers and explorers. Their accounts
witness Hearn's remarkable life but also seek to
witness their own existence and luminous will to live
unbounded by gender, race, and the mores of their
time. Each is a gifted storyteller with her own precise
reason for sharing her story, and together their voices
offer a revealing, often contradictory portrait of
Hearn. With brilliant sensitivity and an unstinting eye,
Truong illuminates the women's tenacity and their
struggles in a novel that circumnavigates the globe in
the search for love, family, home, and belonging.

The Sweetest Fruits
A seventy-year-old West Indian woman looks back
over the course of her life and examines the
relationships that have given meaning to her
existence

Saturday Night
In this comprehensive analysis of politics and ideology
in antebellum South Carolina, Manisha Sinha offers a
provocative new look at the roots of southern
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separatism and the causes of the Civil War.
Challenging works that portray secession as a fight for
white liberty, she argues instead that it was a
conservative, antidemocratic movement to protect
and perpetuate racial slavery. Sinha discusses some
of the major sectional crises of the antebellum
era--including nullification, the conflict over the
expansion of slavery into western territories, and
secession--and offers an important reevaluation of the
movement to reopen the African slave trade in the
1850s. In the process she reveals the central role
played by South Carolina planter politicians in
developing proslavery ideology and the use of states'
rights and constitutional theory for the defense of
slavery. Sinha's work underscores the necessity of
integrating the history of slavery with the traditional
narrative of southern politics. Only by taking into
account the political importance of slavery, she
insists, can we arrive at a complete understanding of
southern politics and the enormity of the issues
confronting both northerners and southerners on the
eve of the Civil War.

Burr
From the New York Times bestselling author of The
Good Lord Bird, winner of the 2013 National Book
Award for Fiction, Five-Carat Soul, and Kill 'Em and
Leave, a James Brown biography. In the days before
the Civil War, a runaway slave named Liz Spocott
breaks free from her captors and escapes into the
labyrinthine swamps of Maryland’s eastern shore,
setting loose a drama of violence and hope among
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slave catchers, plantation owners, watermen,
runaway slaves, and free blacks. Liz is near death,
wracked by disturbing visions of the future, and
armed with “the Code,” a fiercely guarded cryptic
means of communication for slaves on the run. Liz’s
flight and her dreams of tomorrow will thrust all those
near her toward a mysterious, redemptive fate. Filled
with rich, true details—much of the story is drawn
from historical events—and told in McBride’s
signature lyrical style, Song Yet Sung is a story of
tragic triumph, violent decisions, and unexpected
kindness.

The March
Readers of exciting, challenging and visionary literary
fiction—including admirers of Norman Rush's Mating,
Ann Patchett's State of Wonder, Barbara Kingsolver's
The Poisonwood Bible, and Peter Matthiessen's At Play
in the Fields of the Lord—will be drawn to this
astonishingly gripping and accomplished first novel. A
decade in the writing, this is an anthropological
adventure story that combines the visceral allure of a
thriller with a profound and tragic vision of what
happens when cultures collide. It is a book that
instantly catapults Hanya Yanagihara into the
company of young novelists who really, really matter.
In 1950, a young doctor called Norton Perina signs on
with the anthropologist Paul Tallent for an expedition
to the remote Micronesian island of Ivu'ivu in search
of a rumored lost tribe. They succeed, finding not only
that tribe but also a group of forest dwellers they dub
"The Dreamers," who turn out to be fantastically longPage 13/28
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lived but progressively more senile. Perina suspects
the source of their longevity is a hard-to-find turtle;
unable to resist the possibility of eternal life, he kills
one and smuggles some meat back to the States. He
scientifically proves his thesis, earning worldwide
fame and the Nobel Prize, but he soon discovers that
its miraculous property comes at a terrible price. As
things quickly spiral out of his control, his own
demons take hold, with devastating personal
consequences.

Whiskey When We're Dry
Allan Gurganus's Oldest Living Confederate Widow
Tells All became an instant classic upon its
publication. Critics and readers alike fell in love with
the voice of ninety-nine-year-old Confederate widow
Lucy Marsden, one of the most entertaining and
loquacious heroines in American literature. Lucy
married at the turn of the twentieth century, when
she was fifteen and her husband was fifty. If Colonel
William Marsden was a veteran of the "War for
Southern Independence," Lucy became a "veteran of
the veteran" with a unique perspective on Southern
history and Southern manhood. Lucy’s story
encompasses everything from the tragic death of a
Confederate boy soldier to the feisty narrator's daily
battles in the Home--complete with visits from a
mohawk-coiffed candy striper. Oldest Living
Confederate Widow Tells All is a marvel of narrative
showmanship and proof that brilliant, emotional
storytelling remains at the heart of great fiction.
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Song Yet Sung
From the critically acclaimed New York Times
bestselling author Sharon Kay Penman comes the
story of the reign of King Baldwin IV and the Kingdom
of Jerusalem's defense against Saladin's famous army.
The Kingdom of Jerusalem, also known as Outremer,
is the land far beyond the sea. Baptized in blood when
the men of the First Crusade captured Jerusalem from
the Saracens in the early twelfth century, the
kingdom defined an utterly new world, a land of
blazing heat and a medley of cultures, a place where
enemies were neighbors and neighbors became
enemies. At the helm of this growing kingdom sits
young Baldwin IV, an intelligent and courageous boy
committed to the welfare and protection of his
people. But despite Baldwin's dedication to his land,
he is afflicted with leprosy at an early age and the
threats against his power and his health nearly
outweigh the risk of battle. As political deception
scours the halls of the royal court, the Muslim
army--led by the first sultan of Egypt and Syria,
Saladin--is never far from the kingdom's doorstep,
and there are only a handful Baldwin can trust,
including the archbishop William of Tyre and Lord
Balian d'Ibelin, a charismatic leader who has been one
of the few able to maintain the peace. Filled with
drama and battle, tragedy and romance, Sharon Kay
Penman's latest novel brings a definitive period of
history vividly alive with a tale of power and glory that
will resonate with readers today.

The Moor's Account
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An authoritative new examination of John Brown and
his deep impact on American history.Bancroft Prizewinning cultural historian David S. Reynolds presents
an informative and richly considered new exploration
of the paradox of a man steeped in the Bible but more
than willing to kill for his abolitionist cause. Reynolds
locates Brown within the currents of nineteenthcentury life and compares him to modern terrorists,
civil-rights activists, and freedom fighters. Ultimately,
he finds neither a wild-eyed fanatic nor a Christ-like
martyr, but a passionate opponent of racism so
dedicated to eradicating slavery that he realized only
blood could scour it from the country he loved. By
stiffening the backbone of Northerners and showing
Southerners there were those who would fight for
their cause, he hastened the coming of the Civil War.
This is a vivid and startling story of a man and an age
on the verge of calamity. From the Trade Paperback
edition.

My New Teacher and Me!
"An antiques dealer discovers that a legendary toy
commissioned by Civil War General Robert E. Lee now
sits in the home of a black minister in Queens. Five
strangers find themselves thrown together and face
unexpected judgment. An American president draws
inspiration from a conversation he overhears in a
stable. And members of The Five-Carat Soul Bottom
Bone Band recount stories from their own messy and
hilarious lives."--

Miracle at Saint Anna
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Here is a new edition of Orlean's first book, a quirky
classic about Saturday night in America that launched
the career of the author of "The Orchid Thief."

Five-carat Soul
This magnificent novel by one of America’s finest
writers is the epic of one man’s remarkable journey,
set in nineteenth-century America against the
background of a vanishing people and a rich way of
life. At the age of twelve, under the Wind moon, Will is
given a horse, a key, and a map, and sent alone into
the Indian Nation to run a trading post as a bound
boy. It is during this time that he grows into a man,
learning, as he does, of the raw power it takes to
create a life, to find a home. In a card game with a
white Indian named Featherstone, Will wins – for a
brief moment – a mysterious girl named Claire, and
his passion and desire for her spans this novel. As
Will’s destiny intertwines with the fate of the
Cherokee Indians – including a Cherokee Chief named
Bear – he learns how to fight and survive in the face
of both nature and men, and eventually, under the
Corn Tassel Moon, Will begins the fight against
Washington City to preserve the Cherokee’s
homeland and culture. And he will come to know the
truth behind his belief that “only desire trumps time.”
Brilliantly imagined, written with great power and
beauty by a master of American fiction, Thirteen
Moons is a stunning novel about a man’s passion for a
woman, and how loss, longing and love can shape a
man’s destiny over the many moons of a life. From
the Hardcover edition.
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The Good Lord Bird (TV Tie-In)
Nebula Award Finalist: This “sexy, disturbing,
touching, wildly comic . . . tour de force” blends
fantasy, folklore, and the history of women and
slavery (Kirkus Reviews, starred review). In 1804,
shortly before the Caribbean island of Saint Domingue
is renamed Haiti, a group of women gather to bury a
stillborn baby. Led by a lesbian healer and midwife
named Mer, the women’s lamentations inadvertently
release the dead infant’s “unused vitality” to draw
Ezili—the Afro-Caribbean goddess of sexual desire
and love—into the physical world. As Ezili explores her
newfound powers, she travels across time and space
to inhabit the midwife’s body—as well as those of
Jeanne, a mixed-race dancer and the mistress of
Charles Baudelaire living in 1880s Paris, and Meritet,
an enslaved Greek-Nubian prostitute in ancient
Alexandria. Bound together by Ezili and “the salt
road” of their sweat, blood, and tears, the three
women struggle against a hostile world, unaware of
the goddess’s presence in their lives. Despite her
magic, Mer suffers as a slave on a sugar plantation
until Ezili plants the seeds of uprising in her mind.
Jeanne slowly succumbs to the ravages of age and
syphilis when her lover is unable to escape his
mother’s control. And Meritet, inspired by Ezili, flees
her enslavement and makes a pilgrimage to Egypt,
where she becomes known as Saint Mary. With
unapologetically sensual prose, Nalo Hopkinson, the
Nebula Award–winning author of Midnight Robber,
explores slavery through the lives of three historical
women touched by a goddess in this “electrifying
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bravura performance by one of our most important
writers” (Junot Díaz).

Mr Dickens and His Carol
"Weird Al" Yankovic's new tale of Billy, the
irrepressible star of the New York Times bestselling
When I Grow Up, is an uproarious back-to-school
delight. Dazzling wordplay and sparkling rhyme
combine in a unique appreciation of the rewards of
unabashed originality and the special joy of viewing
the world gently askew.

The Color of Water - AP Teaching Unit
“You won’t leave this hypnotic book without feeling
that James Brown is still out there, howling.”—The
Boston Globe ONE OF NPR’S BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR • LOS ANGELES TIMES BOOK PRIZE FINALIST Kill
’Em and Leave is more than a book about James
Brown. Brown embodied the contradictions of
American life: He was an unsettling symbol of the
tensions between North and South, black and white,
rich and poor. After receiving a tip that promises to
uncover the man behind the myth, James McBride
goes in search of the “real” James Brown. McBride’s
travels take him to forgotten corners of Brown’s neverbefore-revealed history, illuminating not only our
understanding of the immensely troubled,
misunderstood, and complicated Godfather of Soul,
but the ways in which our cultural heritage has been
shaped by Brown’s enduring legacy. Praise for Kill ’Em
and Leave “A tour de force of cultural
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reportage.”—The Seattle Times “Thoughtful and
probing.”—The New York Times Book Review
“Masterly . . . powerful.”—Los Angeles Review of
Books “McBride provides something lacking in most of
the books about James Brown: an intimate feeling for
the musician, a veracious if inchoate sense of what it
was like to be touched by him. . . . It may be as close
[to ‘the real James Brown’] as we’ll ever get.”—David
Hajdu, The Nation “A feat of intrepid journalistic
fortitude.”—USA Today “[McBride is] the biographer of
James Brown we’ve all been waiting for. . . . McBride’s
true subject is race and poverty in a country that
doesn’t want to hear about it, unless compelled by a
voice that demands to be heard.”—Boris Kachka, New
York “Illuminating . . . engaging.”—The Washington
Post “A gorgeously written piece of reportage that
gives us glimpses of Brown’s genius and
contradictions.”—O: The Oprah Magazine

The Autobiography of My Mother
"This is a novel in the guise of the tape-recorded
recollections of a black woman who has lived 110
years, who has been both a slave and a witness to the
black militancy of the 1960's. In this woman Ernest
Gaines has created a legendary figure, a woman
equipped to stand beside William Faulkner's Dilsey in
The Sound And The Fury." Miss Jane Pittman, like
Dilsey, has 'endured,' has seen almost everything and
foretold the rest. Gaines' novel brings to mind other
great works The Odyssey for the way his heroine's
travels manage to summarize the American history of
her race, and Huckleberry Finn for the clarity of her
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voice, for her rare capacity to sort through the mess
of years and things to find the one true story in it all."
-- Geoffrey Wolff, Newsweek. "Stunning. I know of no
black novel about the South that excludes quite the
same refreshing mix of wit and wrath, imagination
and indignation, misery and poetry. And I can recall
no more memorable female character in Southern
fiction since Lena of Faulkner's Light In August than
Miss Jane Pittman." -- Josh Greenfeld, Life

The Night Watch
Henry Shackleford is a young slave living in the
Kansas Territory in 1856 a battleground between antiand pro-slavery forces when legendary abolitionist
John Brown arrives. When an argument between
Brown and Henry's master turns violent, Henry is
forced to leave town along with Brown, who believes
Henry to be a girl and his good luck charm. Over the
ensuing months, Henry, whom Brown nicknames Little
Onion, conceals his true identity to stay alive.
Eventually Brown sweeps him into the historic raid on
Harpers Ferry in 1859 one of the great catalysts for
the Civil War.

21st Century US Historical Fiction
For readers who can’t get enough of the hit Broadway
musical Hamilton,Gore Vidal’s stunning novel about
Aaron Burr, the man who killed Alexander Hamilton in
a duel—and who served as a successful, if often
feared, statesman of our fledgling nation. Here is an
extraordinary portrait of one of the most
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complicated—and misunderstood—figures among the
Founding Fathers. In 1804, while serving as vice
president, Aaron Burr fought a duel with his political
nemesis, Alexander Hamilton, and killed him. In 1807,
he was arrested, tried, and acquitted of treason. In
1833, Burr is newly married, an aging statesman
considered a monster by many. But he is determined
to tell his own story, and he chooses to confide in a
young New York City journalist named Charles
Schermerhorn Schuyler. Together, they explore both
Burr's past—and the continuing civic drama of their
young nation. Burr is the first novel in Gore Vidal's
Narratives of Empire series, which spans the history
of the United States from the Revolution to post-World
War II. With their broad canvas and sprawling cast of
fictional and historical characters, these novels
present a panorama of American politics and
imperialism, as interpreted by one of our most
incisive and ironic observers.

Land of Love and Drowning
I thought everything would change, after the war. And
now, no one even mentions it. It is as if we all got
together in private and said whatever you do don't
mention that, like it never happened. It's the late
1940s. Calm has returned to London and five people
are recovering from the chaos of war. In scenes set in
a quiet dating agency, a bombed-out church and a
prison cell, the stories of these five lives begin to
intertwine and we uncover the desire and regret that
has bound them together. Sarah Waters's story of
illicit love and everyday heroism takes us from a
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dazed and shattered post-war Britain back into the
heart of the Blitz, towards the secrets that are hidden
there. Olivier-nominated playwright Hattie Naylor has
created a thrilling and theatrically inventive
adaptation of a great modern novel. The stage
adaptation of The Night Watch was premiered at the
Royal Exchange Theatre, Manchester, on 16 May
2016.

Deacon King Kong
Named a Best Book by Entertainment Weekly, O
Magazine, Goodreads, Southern Living, Outside
Magazine, Oprah.com, HelloGiggles, Parade, Fodor's
Travel, Sioux City Journal, Read it Forward,
Medium.com, and NPR's All Things Considered. "A
thunderclap of originality, here is a fresh voice and
fresh take on one of the oldest stories we tell about
ourselves as Americans and Westerners. It's riveting
in all the right ways -- a damn good read that stayed
with me long after closing the covers." - Timothy
Egan, New York Times bestselling author of The Worst
Hard Time From a blazing new voice in fiction, a gritty
and lyrical American epic about a young woman who
disguises herself as a boy and heads west In the
spring of 1885, seventeen-year-old Jessilyn Harney
finds herself orphaned and alone on her family's
homestead. Desperate to fend off starvation and
predatory neighbors, she cuts off her hair, binds her
chest, saddles her beloved mare, and sets off across
the mountains to find her outlaw brother Noah and
bring him home. A talented sharpshooter herself,
Jess's quest lands her in the employ of the territory's
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violent, capricious Governor, whose militia is also
hunting Noah--dead or alive. Wrestling with her
brother's outlaw identity, and haunted by questions
about her own, Jess must outmaneuver those who
underestimate her, ultimately rising to become a hero
in her own right. Told in Jess's wholly original and
unforgettable voice, Whiskey When We're Dry is a
stunning achievement, an epic as expansive as
America itself--and a reckoning with the myths that
are entwined with our history.

John Brown, Abolitionist
Follows the historical saga of the Crown family,
German immigrants who settle in Chicago, as they
participate in the events of the early twentieth
century

Long Man
An “exquisite piece of historical fiction” (Winnipeg
Free Press), The Moor’s Account is “brilliantly
imagined fiction…rewritten to give us something that
feels very like the truth” (Salman Rushdie). In 1527,
the conquistador Pánfilo de Narváez left the port of
San Lucar de Barrameda in Spain with a crew of more
than five hundred men. His goal was to claim what is
now the Gulf Coast of the United States for the
Spanish crown and, in the process, become as
wealthy and as famous as Hernán Cortés. But from
the moment the Narváez expedition reached Florida it
met with incredibly bad luck—storms, disease,
starvation, hostile Indians. Within a year, there were
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only four survivors: the expedition’s treasurer, Cabeza
de Vaca; a Spanish nobleman named Alonso del
Castillo Maldonado; a young explorer by the name of
Andrés Dorantes; and his Moroccan slave, Mustafa alZamori. The four survivors were forced to live as
slaves to the Indians for six years, before fleeing and
establishing themselves as faith healers. Together,
they traveled on foot through present-day Florida,
Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, gathering thousands
of disciples and followers along the way. In 1536, they
crossed the Rio Grande into Mexican territory, where
they stumbled on a group of Spanish slavers, who
escorted them to the capital of the Spanish empire,
México-Tenochtitlán. Three of the survivors were
asked to provide testimony of their journey—Castillo,
Dorantes, and Cabeza de Vaca, who later wrote a
book about this adventure, called La Relacíon, or The
Account. But because he was a slave, Estebanico was
not asked to testify. His experience was considered
irrelevant, or superfluous, or unreliable, or unworthy,
despite the fact that he had acted as a scout, an
interpreter, and a translator. This novel is his story.

The Encyclopedia of Country Music
A nostalgic novel evokes a world where fiction and
reality meet within the 1930s Bronx childhood of
Edgar, growing up through the intensity of the
Depression and the dazzling hope of the 1939 New
York World's Fair. Reader's Guide included. Winner of
the National Book Award. Reissue.

Song Yet Sung
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In the early 1900s, the Virgin Islands are transferred
from Danish to American rule, and an important ship
sinks in the Caribbean Sea. Orphaned by the
shipwreck are two sisters and their half-brother, now
faced with an uncertain identity and future. Each of
them is unusually beautiful, and each is in possession
of a particular magic that will either sink or save
them. Chronicling three generations of their family,
this is a novel of love and magic set against the
emergence of Saint Thomas into the modern world.

World's Fair
In Flannery O'Connor's hometown of Milledgeville,
Georgia, reckless relationships lead to a tragedy that
forever alters the town and the author herself.
Crippled by lupus at twenty-five, celebrated author
Flannery O'Connor was forced to leave New York City
and return home to Andalusia, her family farm in
Milledgeville, Georgia. Years later, as Flannery is
finishing a novel and tending to her menagerie of
peacocks, her mother drags her to the wedding of a
family friend. Cookie Himmel embodies every facet of
Southern womanhood that Flannery lacks: she is
revered for her beauty and grace; she is at the helm
of every ladies' organization in town; and she has
returned from her time in Manhattan with a rich
fiancé, Melvin Whiteson. Melvin has come to
Milledgeville to begin a new chapter in his life, but it is
not until he meets Flannery that he starts to take a
good hard look at the choices he has made. Despite
the limitations of her disease, Flannery seems to be
more alive than other people, and Melvin is drawn to
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her like a moth to a candle flame. Melvin is not the
only person in Milledgeville who starts to feel that life
is passing him by. Lona Waters, the dutiful wife of a
local policeman, is hired by Cookie to help create a
perfect home. As Lona spends her days sewing
curtains, she is given an opportunity to remember
what it feels like to be truly alive, and she seizes it
with both hands. Heartbreakingly beautiful and
inescapably human, these ordinary and extraordinary
people chart their own courses through life. In the
aftermath of one tragic afternoon, they are all forced
to look at themselves and face up to Flannery's
observation that "the truth does not change according
to our ability to stomach it."

Miracle at St. Anna
As a boy in Brooklyn's Red Hook projects, James
McBride knew his mother was different. But when he
asked about it, she'd simply say 'I'm light-skinned.'
Later he wondered if he was different too, and asked
his mother if he was black or white. 'You're a human
being,' she snapped. 'Educate yourself or you'll be a
nobody!' And when James asked what colour God
was, she said 'God is the colour of water.' As an adult,
McBride finally persuaded his mother to tell her story
- the story of a rabbi's daughter, born in Poland and
raised in the South, who fled to Harlem, married a
black man, founded a Baptist church, and put twelve
children through college.
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