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Death in a Promised Land
An analysis of how Oprah's Book Club has changed
America's reading habits.

The Sweetness of Water
"As universally touching as it is original." -The New
York Times Black Caucus of the American Library
Association 2015 Honor Book in Fiction Booklist
Starred Review O, The Oprah Magazine "10 Titles to
Pick Up Now" A glorious and moving
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multigenerational, multicultural saga that sweeps
from the 1940s through the 1960s in Trinidad and the
United States. In a seaside village in the north of
Trinidad, young Marcia Garcia, a gifted and smartmouthed sixteen-year-old seamstress, lives alone,
raising two small boys and guarding a family secret.
When she meets Farouk Karam, an ambitious young
policeman (so taken with Marcia that he elicits help
from a tea-brewing obeah woman to guarantee her
ardor), the rewards and risks in Marcia's life amplify
forever. 'Til the Well Runs Dry sees Marcia and Farouk
from their sassy and passionate courtship through
personal and historical events that threaten Marcia's
secret, entangle the couple and their children in a
tumultuous scandal, and put the future in doubt for all
of them. With this deeply human novel, Lauren
Francis-Sharma gives us an unforgettable story about
a woman's love for a man, a mother's love for her
children, and a people's love for an island rich with
calypso and Carnival, cricket and salty air, sweet
fruits and spicy stews-a story of grit, imperfection,
steadfast love and of Trinidad that has never been
told before.

Stand the Storm
"Fueled by coffee and pea soup, Jack Kerouac speedtyped On the Road in just three weeks in April 1951.
He'd been travelling America for the past ten years
and now, at last, the energy of his experiences flowed
through his fingertips in a mad rush, pealing forth on
a makeshift scroll that he laboriously taped together.
The On the Road scroll became literary legend, and
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now Burning Furiously Beautiful sets the record
straight, uncovering the true story behind one of
America's greatest novels. Burning Furiously Beautiful
explores the real lives of the key characters of the
novel-- Sal Paradise, Dean Moriarty, Carlo Marx, Old
Bull Hubbard, Camille, Marylou, and others. Ride
along on the real-life adventures through 1940s
America that inspired On the Road. By tracing the
evolution of Kerouac's literary development, this book
explains how it took years--not weeks--to write the
seemingly sporadic 1957 novel. Through new
research and exclusive interviews, this revised and
expanded edition of Jack Kerouac's American Journey
(2007) takes a closer look at the rise of Jack Kerouac
and the beat generation, giving insight into Kerouac's
family roots, his time at sea, the shocking murder that
landed Kerouac in jail, his romances, and his
startlingly original writing style."--Back cover.

Reconstructing the Dreamland
In this vivid reimagining of the French classic Les
Liaisons Dangereuses, it’s the summer when Jackie
Robinson breaks Major League Baseball’s color barrier
and a sweltering stretch has Harlem’s elite fleeing the
city for Westchester County’s breezier climes, two
predators stalk amidst the manicured gardens and
fine old homes. Heiress Mae Malveaux rules society
with an angel’s smile and a heart of stone. She made
up her mind long ago that nobody would decide her
fate. To have the pleasure she craves, control is
paramount, especially control of the men Mae attracts
like moths to a flame. Valiant Jackson always gets
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what he wants—and he’s wanted Mae for years. The
door finally opens for him when Mae strikes a bargain:
seduce her virginal young cousin, Cecily, who is
engaged to Frank Washington. Frank values her
innocence above all else. If successful, Val’s reward
will be a night with Mae. But Val secretly seeks
another prize. Elizabeth Townsend is fiercely loyal to
her church and her civil rights attorney husband.
Certain there is something redeemable in Mr. Jackson.
Little does she know that her worst mistake will be
Val’s greatest triumph.

Outstanding Books for the College Bound
Six months after her husband's sudden death,
Leonora Galloway sets off for a holiday in Paris with
her daughter Penelope. At last the time has come
when secrets can be shared and explanations begin
Their journey starts with an unscheduled stop at the
imposing Thiepval Memorial to the dead of the Battle
of the Somme near Amiens. Amongst those
commemorated is Leonora's father. The date of his
death is recorded and 30th April, 1916. But Leonora
wasn't born until 14th March 1917. Penelope at once
supposes a simple wartime illegitimacy as the clue to
her mother's unhappy childhood and the family's
sundered connections with her aristocratic heritage,
about which she has always known so little. But
nothing could have prepared her, or the reader, for
the extraordinary story that is about to unfold.

Fearless Jones
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Five-year-old Clara Bynum is dead, drowned in the
Potomac River in the shadow of a seemingly haunted
rock outcropping known locally as the Three Sisters.
River, Cross My Heart, which marks the debut of a
wonderfully gifted new storyteller, weighs the effect
of Clara's absence on the people she has left behind:
her parents, Alice and Willie Bynum, torn between the
old world of their rural North Carolina home and the
new world of the city, to which they have moved in
search of a better life for themselves and their
children; the friends and relatives of the Bynum
family in the Georgetown neighborhood they now call
home; and, most especially, Clara's sister, ten-yearold Johnnie Mae, who must come to terms with the
powerful and confused emotions stirred by her sister's
death as she struggles to decide what kind of woman
she will become. This highly accomplished first novel
resonates with ideas, impassioned lyricism, and
poignant historical detail as it captures an essential
part of the African-American experience in our
century.

Vinegar Hill
Raised in the steamy bayous of New Orleans in the
early 1900s, LeRoi "King" Tremain, caught up in his
family's ongoing feud with the rival DuMont family,
learns to fight. But when the teenage King mistakenly
kills two white deputies during a botched raid on the
DuMonts, the Tremains' fear of reprisal forces King to
flee Louisiana. King thus embarks on an adventure
that first takes him to France, where he fights in
World War I as a member of the segregated 369th
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Battalion—in the bigoted army he finds himself locked
in combat with American soldiers as well as with
Germans. When he returns to America, he battles the
Mob in Jazz Age Harlem, the KKK in Louisiana, and
crooked politicians trying to destroy a black township
in Oklahoma. King Tremain is driven by two principal
forces: He wants to be treated with respect, and he
wants to create a family dynasty much like the one he
left behind in Louisiana. This is a stunning debut by
novelist Guy Johnson that provides a true depiction of
the lives of African-Americans in the early decades of
the twentieth century.

Angels Make Their Hope Here
Deftly written and emotionally powerful, Drowning
Ruth is a stunning portrait of the ties that bind sisters
together and the forces that tear them apart, of the
dangers of keeping secrets and the explosive
repercussions when they are exposed. A mesmerizing
and achingly beautiful debut. Winter, 1919. Amanda
Starkey spends her days nursing soldiers wounded in
the Great War. Finding herself suddenly
overwhelmed, she flees Milwaukee and retreats to her
family's farm on Nagawaukee Lake, seeking comfort
with her younger sister, Mathilda, and three-year-old
niece, Ruth. But very soon, Amanda comes to see that
her old home is no refuge--she has carried her
troubles with her. On one terrible night almost a year
later, Amanda loses nearly everything that is dearest
to her when her sister mysteriously disappears and is
later found drowned beneath the ice that covers the
lake. When Mathilda's husband comes home from the
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war, wounded and troubled himself, he finds that
Amanda has taken charge of Ruth and the farm,
assuming her responsibility with a frightening
intensity. Wry and guarded, Amanda tells the story of
her family in careful doses, as anxious to hide from
herself as from us the secrets of her own past and of
that night. Ruth, haunted by her own memory of that
fateful night, grows up under the watchful eye of her
prickly and possessive aunt and gradually becomes
aware of the odd events of her childhood. As she tells
her own story with increasing clarity, she reveals the
mounting toll that her aunt's secrets exact from her
family and everyone around her, until the
heartrending truth is uncovered. Guiding us through
the lives of the Starkey women, Christina Schwarz's
first novel shows her compassion and a unique
understanding of the American landscape and the
people who live on it. From the Hardcover edition.

The Late Age of Print
A comprehensive guide to one of America's unique
national parks, The C&O Canal Companion takes
readers on a mile-by-mile tour of the 184-mile
Potomac River waterway and towpath that stretches
from Washington, D.C., to Cumberland, Maryland, and
the Allegheny Mountains. Making extensive use of
records at the National Archives and the Park
headquarters, the author demonstrates how events
and places along the canal relate to the history of the
nation, from Civil War battles and river crossings to
the frontier forts guarding the route to the West. With
photographs and drawings, he introduces park visitors
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to the hidden history along the canal and provides
practical advice on cycling, paddling and hiking—all
the information needed to enjoy fully the park's
varied delights. The new edition of this popular book
features updated maps and the latest information on
lodgings and other facilities for hikers, bikers, and
campers. For a weekend excursion or an extended
outdoor vacation, this guide remains indispensable for
visitors to the C&O Canal park.

Black Georgetown Remembered
This New York Times bestseller of a troubled family in
1960s Vermont is “teeming with incident and
characters, often foolish, even nasty, but always
alive” (The New Yorker). It is the summer of 1960 in
Atkinson, Vermont. With no help from her alcoholic exhusband, Marie Fermoyle is raising three children on
the edge of poverty. Her seventeen-year-old
daughter, Alice, is becoming emotionally involved
with a local priest in a staunchly Catholic town that
disapproves of Marie’s divorce. Alice’s brother Norm is
a hotheaded sixteen-year-old, and twelve-year-old
Benjy is isolated and full of anxieties, looking with
yearning at the Klubocks next door, who seem to live
an orderly, peaceful life much unlike his own family’s.
Now, Marie has met a new man: Omar Duvall, who
talks about opportunities and riches but so far seems
only to sponge off the Fermoyles. A lonely, desperate
single mother like Marie is easy prey for con men, but
she resists the temptation to doubt him. Young Benjy,
though, may eventually reveal a disturbing secret
that could shatter all her hopes. A portrait of a family
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as well as a town and its secrets, Songs in Ordinary
Time is “a gritty, beautifully crafted novel rich in
wisdom and suspense” (The Miami Herald). An
Oprah’s Book Club selection from an author
nominated for the National Book Award and the
PEN/Faulkner Award, it is “extraordinary . . . a deeply
satisfying story” (USA Today).

Red River
Ferne McCann is a TV personality, style icon and
influencer and for the first time she's telling her story.
In Cross My Heart, Ferne tells her own story in her
own words. She lifts the lid on love and heartbreak,
the ups and downs behind the scenes of ITV''s much
loved reality TV show, TOWIE and what really went on
in the I'm A Celebrity Get Me Out of Here! jungle, the
show that was the best thing that ever happened to
her. It promises to be candid, moving and, above all,
a story told with Ferne's characteristic wit and
honesty.

Idol Talk
A first novel by the Presidential Medal of Freedomwinning actor and author of Life Beyond Measure
follows the experiences of a corporate CEO who, two
decades after discovering a coin made of materials
not known on Earth, finds his views on faith, race and
the meaning of life challenged by a wrenching battle
for ownership of the coin.

Icy Sparks
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The acclaimed bestseller--a selection of Oprah's Book
Club--that brings vividly to life the Georgetown
neighborhood of Washington, DC, circa 1925, a
community reeling from a young girl's tragic death.
Five-year-old Clara Bynum is dead, drowned in the
Potomac River in the shadow of a seemingly haunted
rock outcropping known locally as the Three Sisters.
River, Cross My Heart, which marks the debut of a
wonderfully gifted new storyteller, weighs the effect
of Clara's absence on the people she has left behind:
her parents, Alice and Willie Bynum, torn between the
old world of their rural North Carolina home and the
new world of the city, to which they have moved in
search of a better life for themselves and their
children; the friends and relatives of the Bynum
family in the Georgetown neighborhood they now call
home; and, most especially, Clara's sister, ten-yearold Johnnie Mae, who must come to terms with the
powerful and confused emotions stirred by her sister's
death as she struggles to decide what kind of woman
she will become. This highly accomplished first novel
resonates with ideas, impassioned lyricism, and
poignant historical detail as it captures an essential
part of the African-American experience in our
century.

The Rapture of Canaan
 In the midst of acne, social anxiety and training bras
are the teen idols that make adolescent life a little
more bearable. Whether their cutouts are plastered
on bedroom walls or hidden behind locker doors,
there is no denying the impact of these stars on
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young women. This collection of new essays explores
with tenderness and humor the teen crushes of the
past 60 years—from Elvis to John Lennon to Whitney
Houston—who have influenced the choices of women,
romantically or otherwise, well into adulthood.

A Map of the World
In the spirit of The Known World and The Underground
Railroad, a profound debut about the unlikely bond
between two freedmen who are brothers and the
Georgia farmer whose alliance will alter their lives,
and his, forever. In the waning days of the Civil War,
brothers Prentiss and Landry---freed by the
Emancipation Proclamation---seek refuge on the
homestead of white farmer George Walker and his
wife, Isabelle. The Walkers, wracked by the loss of
their only son to the war, hire the brothers to work
their farm, hoping through an unexpected friendship
to stanch their grief. Prentiss and Landry, meanwhile,
plan to save money for the journey north and a
chance to reunite with their mother, who was sold
away when they were boys. Parallel to their story runs
a forbidden romance between two Confederate
soldiers. The young men, recently returned to the
town of Old Ox from the war, hold their trysts in the
woods. But when their secret is discovered, the
resulting chaos brings convulsive repercussions for
the entire community. With candor and sympathy,
debut novelist Nathan Harris creates an unforgettable
cast of characters, depicting Georgia in the violent
crucible of Reconstruction. Equal parts beauty and
terror, as gripping as it is moving, The Sweetness of
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Water is an epic whose grandeur locates humanity
and love amid the most harrowing circumstances.

Reading Oprah
"In 1790, Lavinia, a seven-year-old Irish orphan with
no memory of her past, arrives on a tobacco
plantation where she is put to work as an indentured
servant with the kitchen house slaves. Though she
becomes deeply bonded to her new family, Lavinia is
also slowly accepted into the world of the big house,
where the master is absent and the mistress battles
opium addiction. As time passes she finds herself
perilously straddling two very different worlds and
when loyalties are brought into question, dangerous
truths are laid bare and lives are at risk."--Publisher's
description.

'Til the Well Runs Dry
Even though Sewing Annie Coats and her son,
Gabriel, have managed to buy their freedom, their
lives are still marked by constant struggle and
sacrifice. Washington's Georgetown neighborhood,
where the Coatses operate a tailor's shop and
laundry, is supposed to be a "promised land" for
former slaves but is effectively a frontier town, gritty
and dangerous, with no laws protecting black people.
The remarkable emotional energy with which the
Coatses wage their daily battles-as they negotiate
with their former owner, as they assist escaped slaves
en route to freedom, as they prepare for the
encroaching war, and as they strive to love each
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other enough-is what propels Stand the Storm and
makes the novel's tragic denouement so devastating.

My Life and An Era
Here, the author assesses our modern book culture by
focusing on five key elements including the explosion
of retail bookstores like Barnes & Noble and Borders,
and the formation of the Oprah Book Club.

Songs in Ordinary Time
Meet Dolores Price. She's thirteen, wise-mouthed but
wounded. Beached like a whale in front of her
bedroom TV, she spends the next few years
nourishing herself with the chocolate, crisps and Pepsi
her anxious mother supplies. When she finally rolls
into young womanhood at 257 pounds, Dolores is no
stronger and life is no kinder. But this time she's
determined to rise to the occasion and give herself
one more chance before really going belly up. In his
extraordinary coming-of-age odyssey, Wally Lamb
invites us to hitch an incredible ride on a journey of
love, pain, and renewal with the most heartbreakingly
comical heroine to come along in years. At once a
fragile girl and a hard-edged cynic, so tough to love
yet so inimitably loveable, Dolores is as poignantly
real as our own imperfections.

She's Come Undone
Ninah Huff, the teenage granddaughter of the founder
of an isolated religious community, causes
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controversy when she is discovered to be pregnant
with what she claims is a holy child

Montaro Caine
In a stark, troubling, yet ultimately triumphant
celebration of self-determination, award-winning
author A. Manette Ansay re-creates a stifling world of
guilty and pain, and the tormented souls who inhabit
it. It is 1972 when circumstance carries Ellen Grier
and her family back to Holly's Field, Wisconsin.
Dutifully accompanying her newly unemployed
husband, Ellen has brought her two children into the
home of her in-laws on Vinegar Hill--a loveless house
suffused with the settling dust of bitterness and
routine--where calculated cruelty is a way of life
preserved and perpetuated in the service of a rigid,
exacting and angry God. Behind a facade of false
piety, there are sins and secrets in this place that
could crush a vibrant young woman's passionate
spirit. And here Ellen must find the straight to endure,
change, and grow in the all-pervading darkness that
threatens to destroy everything she is and everyone
she loves.

River, Cross My Heart
Mosley returns to mysteries at last with his most
engaging hero since Easy Rawlins. When Paris Minton
meets a beautiful new woman, before he knows it he
has been beaten up, slept with, shot at, robbed, and
his bookstore burned to the ground. He's in so much
trouble he has no choice but to get his friend, Fearless
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Jones, out of jail to help him.

The C&O Canal Companion
From the author of the New York Times bestseller
Cane River comes the paperback debut of an epic
work of fiction that tells the dramatic, intertwining
story of two families and their struggles to make a
place for themselves in a country deeply divided in
the aftermath of the Civil War.

Burning Furiously Beautiful
The acclaimed bestseller -- a selection of Oprah's
Book Club -- that brings vividly to life the Georgetown
neighborhood of Washington, DC, circa 1925, and a
community reeling from a young girl's tragic death.
When five-year-old Clara Bynum drowns in the
Potomac River under a seemingly haunted rock
outcropping known locally as the Three Sisters, the
community must reconcile themselves to the bitter
tragedy. Clarke powerful charts the fallout from
Clara's death on the people she has left behind: her
parents, Alice and Willie Bynum, torn between the old
world of their rural North Carolina home and the new
world of the city; the friends and relatives of the
Bynum family in the Georgetown neighborhood they
now call home; and, most especially, Clara's sister,
ten-year-old Johnnie Mae, who is thrust into
adolescence and must come to terms with the terrible
and confused emotions stirred by her sister's death.
This highly accomplished debut novel reverberates
with ideas, impassioned lyricism, and poignant
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historical detail as it captures an essential and
moving portrait of the Washington, DC community.

Home on the Canal
In Women of the Silk Gail Tsukiyama takes her
readers back to rural China in 1926, where a group of
women forge a sisterhood amidst the reeling
machines that reverberate and clamor in a vast silk
factory from dawn to dusk. Leading the first strike the
village has ever seen, the young women use the
strength of their ambition, dreams, and friendship to
achieve the freedom they could never have hoped for
on their own. Tsukiyama's graceful prose weaves the
details of "the silk work" and Chinese village life into a
story of courage and strength.

Drowning Ruth
Russell's Knob is not paradise. But already in 1849
this New Jersey highlands settlement is home to a
diverse population of blacks, whites, and reds who
have intermarried and lived in relative harmony for
generations. It is a haven for Dossie Bird, who has
escaped north along the Underground Railroad and
now feels the embrace of the Smoot family. Duncan
Smoot presides as accidental patriarch, protector of
his enterprising sister, Hattie, and his two
rambunctious nephews. As Dossie busies herself with
cleaning, cooking, and tending the chickens at
Duncan's homestead, she wonders: Could this man,
her rescuer--so godlike in her eyes, so much older
than she--expect her to become his helpmeet?.
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Tentatively, Dossie begins to put down roots--until a
shocking act of violence propels her away from
Russell's Knob and eventually into the mayhem of
New York City's mean streets. With the same
storytelling brio that distinguished the acclaimed
novels River, Cross My Heart and Stand the Storm,
Breena Clarke weaves a richly dramatic story of
interracial harmony in the Civil War era--and of one
woman's triumph in the crucible of history.

Jewel
Pen /Hemingway Award-winning novelist Jane
Hamilton follows up her first success, The Book Of
Ruth, with this spectacularly haunting drama about a
rural American family and a disastrous event that
forever changes their lives. From the Trade Paperback
edition.

Cross My Heart
From the New York Times food editor and former
restaurant critic comes a cookbook to help us
rediscover the art of Sunday supper and the joy of
gathering with friends and family "A book to make
home cooks, and those they feed, very happy
indeed."--Nigella Lawson "People are lonely," Sam
Sifton writes. "They want to be part of something,
even when they can't identify that longing as a need.
They show up. Feed them. It isn't much more
complicated than that." Regular dinners with family
and friends, he argues, are a metaphor for
connection, a space where memories can be shared
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as easily as salt or hot sauce, where deliciousness
reigns. The point of Sunday supper is to gather
around a table with good company and eat. From
years spent talking to restaurant chefs, cookbook
authors, and home cooks in connection with his daily
work at The New York Times, Sam Sifton's See You on
Sunday is a book to make those dinners possible. It is
a guide to preparing meals for groups larger than the
average American family (though everything here can
be scaled down, or up). The 200 recipes are mostly
simple and inexpensive ("You are not a feudal
landowner entertaining the serfs"), and they derive
from decades spent cooking for family and groups
ranging from six to sixty. From big meats to big pots,
with a few words on salad, and a diatribe on the
needless complexity of desserts, See You on Sunday
is an indispensable addition to any home cook's
library. From how to shuck an oyster to the perfection
of Mallomars with flutes of milk, from the joys of
grilled eggplant to those of gumbo and bog, this book
is devoted to the preparation of delicious proteins and
grains, vegetables and desserts, taco nights and pizza
parties.

The Man in My Basement
The history of the C & O Canal in Maryland along the
Potomac River, including summaries of interviews
with eleven men and women who had lived or worked
on the canal while it was in operation.

You Will Never Be Forgotten
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More than simply a vital collection development tool,
this book can help librarians help young adults grow
into the kind of independent readers and thinkers who
will flourish at college.

Spilled Milk
In this provocative, bitingly funny debut collection,
people attempt to use technology to escape their
uncontrollable feelings of grief or rage or despair, only
to reveal their most flawed and human selves An
architect draws questionable inspiration from her
daughter’s birth defect. A content moderator for “the
world’s biggest search engine,” who spends her days
culling videos of beheadings and suicides, turns from
stalking her rapist online to following him in real life.
At a camp for recovering internet trolls, a sensitive
misfit goes missing. A wounded mother raises the
second incarnation of her child. In You Will Never Be
Forgotten, Mary South explores how technology can
both collapse our relationships from within and
provide opportunities for genuine connection.
Formally inventive, darkly absurdist, savagely critical
of the increasingly fraught cultural climates we
inhabit, these ten stories also find hope in fleeting
interactions and moments of tenderness. They reveal
our grotesque selfishness and our intense need for
love and acceptance, and the psychic pain that either
shuts us off or allows us to discover our deepest
reaches of empathy. This incendiary debut marks the
arrival of a perceptive, idiosyncratic, instantly
recognizable voice in fiction—one that could only
belong to Mary South.
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Reading with Oprah
Hailed as a masterpiece -- the finest work yet by an
American novelist of the first rank -- this is the
mysterious story of a young black man who agrees to
an unusual bargain to save the home that has
belonged to his family for generations. The man at
Charles Blakey's door has a proposition almost too
strange for words. The stranger offers him $50,000 in
cash to spend the summer in Charles's basement, and
Charles cannot even begin to guess why. The
beautiful house has been in the Blakey family for
generations, but Charles has just lost his job and is
behind on his mortgage payments. The money would
be welcome. But Charles Blakey is black and Anniston
Bennet is white, and it is clear that the stranger wants
more than a basement view. There is something
deeper and darker about his request, and Charles
does not need any more trouble. But financial
necessity leaves him no choice. Once Anniston
Bennet is installed in his basement, Charles is cast
into a role he never dreamed of. Anniston has some
very particular requests for his landlord, and try as he
might, Charles cannot avoid being lured into Bennet's
strange world. At first he resists, but soon he is
tempted -- tempted to understand a set of codes that
has always eluded him, tempted by the opportunity to
understand the secret ways of white folks. Charles's
summer with a man in his basement turns into an
exploration of inconceivable worlds of power and
manipulation, and unimagined realms of humanity.
Walter Mosley pierces long-hidden veins of justice and
morality with startling insight into the deepest
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mysteries of human nature.

See You on Sunday
Based on a true story, Brooke Nolan is a battered
child who makes an anonymous phone call about the
escalating brutality in her home. When Social Services
jeopardize her safety, condemning her to keep her
father's secret, it's a glass of spilled milk at the dinner
table that forces her to speak about the cruelty she's
been hiding. In her pursuit for safety and justice
Brooke battles a broken system that pushes to keep
her father in the home. When jury members and a
love interest congregate to inspire her to fight, she
risks losing the support of family and comes to the
realization that some people simply do not want to be
saved. "Beautifully written, hauntingly real, Spilled
Milk is a must read for any young adult today." - F.P
Lione, Author

Unforgivable Love
The 1921 Tulsa Race Riot was the country's bloodiest
civil disturbance of the century. Thirty city blocks
were burned to the ground, perhaps 150 died, and the
prosperous black community of Greenwood,
Oklahoma, was turned to rubble. Brophy draws on his
own extensive research into contemporary accounts
and court documents to chronicle this devastating
riot, showing how and why the rule of law quickly
eroded. Brophy shines his lights on mob violence and
racism run amok, both on the night of the riot and the
following morning. Equally important, he shows how
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the city government and police not only permitted
looting, shootings, and the burning of Greenwood, but
actively participated in it by deputizing white citizens
haphazardly, giving out guns and badges, or sending
men to arm themselves. Likewise, the National Guard
acted unconstitutionally, arresting every black
resident they found, leaving property vulnerable to
the white mob. Brophy's stark narrative concludes
with a discussion of reparations for victims of the riot
through lawsuits and legislative action. That case has
implications for other reparations movements,
including reparations for slavery. "Recovers a largely
forgotten history of black activism in one of the
grimmest periods of race relations. Linking history
with advocacy, Brophy also offers a reasoned defense
of reparations for the riot's victims."--Washington Post
Book World

River, Cross My Heart
Includes a new introduction and new cover to mark
the 25th anniversary of the original publication.

In Pale Battalions
Adored by its fans, deplored by its critics, Oprah's
Book Club has been at the center of arguments about
cultural authority and literary taste since it began in
1996. Reading with Oprah explores the club's
revolutionary fusion of books, television, and
commerce and tells the engaging and in-depth story
of the OBC phenomenon. Kathleen Rooney combines
extensive research with a dynamic voice to reveal the
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club's far-reaching cultural impact and its role as
crucible for the clash between "high" and "low"
literary taste. Comprehensive and up-to-date, the
book covers the club from its inception in 1996,
through the Jonathan Franzen contretemps, the
surprising suspension in 2002, and, after the club's
return in 2003, the progression from "great books" to
memoir. New material includes an extensive look at
the James Frey scandal and Oprah's turn to
contemporary fiction, including The Road and
Middlesex. Through close examination of Winfrey's
picks and personal interviews with book club authors
and readers, Rooney demonstrates how the club that
Barbara Kingsolver calls "one of the best possible
uses of a television set" has, according to Wally Lamb,
"gotten people of all ages to read, to read more, and
to read widely."

Standing at the Scratch Line
A New York Times Notable Book and the March 2001
selection of Oprah's Book Club® ! Icy Sparks is the
sad, funny and transcendent tale of a young girl
growing up in the mountains of Eastern Kentucky
during the 1950’s. Gwyn Hyman Rubio’s beautifully
written first novel revolves around Icy Sparks, an
unforgettable heroine in the tradition of Scout in To
Kill a Mockingbird or Will Treed in Cold Sassy Tree. At
the age of ten, Icy, a bright, curious child orphaned as
a baby but raised by adoring grandparents, begins to
have strange experiences. Try as she might, her
"secrets"—verbal croaks, groans, and physical
spasms—keep afflicting her. As an adult, she will find
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out she has Tourette’s Syndrome, a rare neurological
disorder, but for years her behavior is the source of
mystery, confusion, and deep humiliation. Narrated
by a grown up Icy, the book chronicles a difficult, but
ultimately hilarious and heartwarming journey, from
her first spasms to her self-acceptance as a young
woman. Curious about life beyond the hills, talented,
and energetic, Icy learns to cut through all
barriers—physical, mental, and spiritual—in order to
find community and acceptance. Along her journey,
Icy faces the jeers of her classmates as well as the
malevolence of her often-ignorant teachers—including
Mrs. Stilton, one of the most evil fourth grade
teachers ever created by a writer. Called willful by her
teachers and "Frog Child" by her schoolmates, she is
exiled from the schoolroom and sent to a children’s
asylum where it is hoped that the roots of her
mysterious behavior can be discovered. Here Icy
learns about difference—her own and those who are
even more scarred than she. Yet, it isn’t until Icy
returns home that she really begins to flower,
especially through her friendship with the eccentric
and obese Miss Emily, who knows first-hand how it
feels to be an outcast in this tightly knit Appalachian
community. Under Miss Emily’s tutelage, Icy learns
about life’s struggles and rewards, survives her first
comical and heartbreaking misadventure with
romance, discovers the healing power of her voice
when she sings, and ultimately—takes her first steps
back into the world. Gwyn Hyman Rubio’s Icy Sparks
is a fresh, original, and completely redeeming novel
about learning to overcome others’ ignorance and
celebrate the differences that make each of us
unique.
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Women of the Silk
In the backwoods of Mississippi, a land of honeysuckle
and grapevine, Jewel and her husband, Leston, are
truly blessed; they have five fine children. When
Brenda Kay is born in 1943, Jewel gives thanks for a
healthy baby, last-born and most welcome. Jewel is
the story of how quickly a life can change; how, like
lightning, an unforeseen event can set us on a course
without reason or compass. In this story of a woman's
devotion to the child who is both her burden and
God's singular way of smiling on her, Bret Lott has
created a mother-daughter relationship of matchless
intensity and beauty, and one of the finest, most
indomitable heroines in contemporary American
fiction.

The Kitchen House
“My father’s life represented many layers of the
human experience—freedman and Native American,
farmer and rancher, rural educator and urban
professional.”—John Hope Franklin Buck Colbert
Franklin (1879–1960) led an extraordinary life; from
his youth in what was then the Indian Territory to his
practice of law in twentieth-century Tulsa, he was an
observant witness to the changes in politics, law, daily
existence, and race relations that transformed the
wide-open Southwest. Fascinating in its depiction of
an intelligent young man's coming of age in the days
of the Land Rush and the closing of the frontier, My
Life and an Era is equally important for its reporting of
the triracial culture of early Oklahoma. Recalling his
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boyhood spent in the Chickasaw Nation, Franklin
suggests that blacks fared better in Oklahoma in the
days of the Indians than they did later with the white
population. In addition to his insights about the social
milieu, he offers youthful reminiscences of mustangs
and mountain lions, of farming and ranch life, that
might appear in a Western novel. After returning from
college in Nashville and Atlanta, Franklin married a
college classmate, studied law by mail, passed the
bar, and struggled to build a practice in Springer and
Ardmore in the first years of Oklahoma statehood.
Eventually a successful attorney in Tulsa, he was an
eyewitness to a number of important events in the
Southwest, including the Tulsa race riot of 1921,
which left more than 100 dead. His account clearly
shows the growing racial tensions as more and more
people moved into the state in the period leading up
to World War II. Rounded out by an older man’s
reflections on race, religion, culture, and law, My Life
and an Era presents a true, firsthand account of a
unique yet defining place and time in the nation's
history, as told by an eloquent and impassioned
writer.

River, Cross My Heart
Widely believed to be the most extreme incidence of
white racial violence against African Americans in
modern United States history, the 1921 Tulsa Race
Massacre resulted in the destruction of over one
thousand Black-owned businesses and homes as well
as the murder of between fifty and three hundred
Black residents. Exhaustively researched and critically
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acclaimed, Scott Ellsworth’s Death in a Promised Land
is the definitive account of the Tulsa race riot and its
aftermath, in which much of the history of the
destruction and violence was covered up. It is the
compelling story of racial ideologies, southwestern
politics, and incendiary journalism, and of an
embattled black community’s struggle to hold onto its
land and freedom. More than just the chronicle of one
of the nation’s most devastating racial pogroms, this
critically acclaimed study of American race relations
is, above all, a gripping story of terror and
lawlessness, and of courage, heroism, and human
perseverance.
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