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Republic of Lies
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER - NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST "Disturbing and
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rivetingIt will sear your soul." —Dave Eggers, New York Times Book Review SHELF
AWARENESS'S BEST BOOK OF 2017 Named a best book of the year by Wall Street
Journal, The Boston Globe, San Francisco Chronicle, GQ, Time, Newsday,
Entertainment Weekly, Time Magazine, NPR's Maureen Corrigan, NPR's "On Point,"
Vogue, Smithsonian, Cosmopolitan, Seattle Times, Bloomberg, Lit Hub's "Ultimate
Best Books," Library Journal, Paste, Kirkus, Slate.com and Book Browse From New
Yorker staff writer David Grann, #1 New York Times best-selling author of The Lost
City of Z, a twisting, haunting true-life murder mystery about one of the most
monstrous crimes in American history In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in
the world were members of the Osage Indian nation in Oklahoma. After oil was
discovered beneath their land, they rode in chauffeured automobiles, built
mansions, and sent their children to study in Europe. Then, one by one, the Osage
began to be killed off. The family of an Osage woman, Mollie Burkhart, became a
prime target. Her relatives were shot and poisoned. And it was just the beginning,
as more and more members of the tribe began to die under mysterious
circumstances. In this last remnant of the Wild West—where oilmen like J. P. Getty
made their fortunes and where desperadoes like Al Spencer, the “Phantom Terror,”
roamed—many of those who dared to investigate the killings were themselves
murdered. As the death toll climbed to more than twenty-four, the FBI took up the
case. It was one of the organization’s first major homicide investigations and the
bureau badly bungled the case. In desperation, the young director, J. Edgar
Hoover, turned to a former Texas Ranger named Tom White to unravel the
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mystery. White put together an undercover team, including one of the only
American Indian agents in the bureau. The agents infiltrated the region, struggling
to adopt the latest techniques of detection. Together with the Osage they began to
expose one of the most chilling conspiracies in American history. In Killers of the
Flower Moon, David Grann revisits a shocking series of crimes in which dozens of
people were murdered in cold blood. Based on years of research and startling new
evidence, the book is a masterpiece of narrative nonfiction, as each step in the
investigation reveals a series of sinister secrets and reversals. But more than that,
it is a searing indictment of the callousness and prejudice toward American Indians
that allowed the murderers to operate with impunity for so long. Killers of the
Flower Moon is utterly compelling, but also emotionally devastating.

Vanished Kingdoms
A revolutionary new way to understand America's complex cultural and political
landscape, with proof that local communities have a major impact on the nation's
behavior-in the voting booth and beyond. In a climate of culture wars and
tremendous economic uncertainty, the media have often reduced America to a
simplistic schism between red states and blue states. In response to that
oversimplification, journalist Dante Chinni teamed up with political geographer
James Gimpel to launch the Patchwork Nation project, using on-the-ground
reporting and statistical analysis to get past generalizations and probe American
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communities in depth. The result is Our Patchwork Nation, a refreshing, sometimes
startling, look at how America's diversities often defy conventional wisdom.
Looking at the data, they recognized that the country breaks into twelve distinct
types of communities, and old categories like "soccer mom" and "working class"
don't matter as much as we think. Instead, by examining Boom Towns, Evangelical
Epicenters, Military Bastions, Service Worker Centers, Campus and Careers,
Immigration Nation, Minority Central, Tractor Community, Mormon Outposts,
Emptying Nests, Industrial Metropolises, and Monied Burbs, the authors
demonstrate the subtle distinctions in how Americans vote, invest, shop, and
otherwise behave, reflect what they experience on their local streets and in their
daily lives. Our Patchwork Nation is a brilliant new way to debate and examine the
issues that matter most to our communities, and to our nation.

Lucie Brandon and the Mystery of the Patchwork Dreams
This comparison of the political and social systems of Europe and black Africa from
antiquity to the formation of modern states demonstrates the black contribution to
the development of Western civilization.

The Economic Consequences of the Peace
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In a climate of culture wars and tremendous economic uncertainty, the media have
often reduced America to a simplistic schism between red states and blue states.
In response to that oversimplification, journalist Dante Chinni teamed up with
political geographer James Gimpel to launch the Patchwork Nation project, using onthe-ground reporting and statistical analysis to get past generalizations and probe
American communities in depth. The result is Our Patchwork Nation, a refreshing,
sometimes startling,look at how America's diversities often defy conventional
wisdom.

Nation, State, and Economy
"This book brings to life one of the most creative (and necessary) human
endeavors and makes understandable the incredible complexity of California
agriculture, one of the world's most daring experiments in feeding itself. A valuable
resource that should be read by everyone—not just those of us who farm, but all of
us who depend on farms."—Michael Ableman, farmer, photographer, and author of
From the Good Earth, On Good Land, and Fields of Plenty. "No understanding of
this state is possible without an understanding of its agriculture; that's how
important this subject is."—Gerald Haslam, author of Workin' Man Blues: Country
Music in California "A fascinating, intriguing, and sometimes even humorous
exploration of California's agriculture, from broccoli to marijuana and beyond. At
long last, a book everyday people can read to understand the state's biggest
Page 5/32

Get Free Our Patchwork Nation The Surprising Truth About Quotrealquot
America Dante Chinni
industry."—Louis Warren, University of California, Davis

Our Patchwork Nation
The book that inspired the major new motion picture Mandela: Long Walk to
Freedom. Nelson Mandela is one of the great moral and political leaders of our
time: an international hero whose lifelong dedication to the fight against racial
oppression in South Africa won him the Nobel Peace Prize and the presidency of his
country. Since his triumphant release in 1990 from more than a quarter-century of
imprisonment, Mandela has been at the center of the most compelling and
inspiring political drama in the world. As president of the African National Congress
and head of South Africa's antiapartheid movement, he was instrumental in
moving the nation toward multiracial government and majority rule. He is revered
everywhere as a vital force in the fight for human rights and racial equality. LONG
WALK TO FREEDOM is his moving and exhilarating autobiography, destined to take
its place among the finest memoirs of history's greatest figures. Here for the first
time, Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela tells the extraordinary story of his life--an epic of
struggle, setback, renewed hope, and ultimate triumph.

Long Walk to Freedom
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Presents a controversial history of violence which argues that today's world is the
most peaceful time in human existence, drawing on psychological insights into
intrinsic values that are causing people to condemn violence as an acceptable
measure.

Our Patchwork Nation
A member of the Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change examines the fossilfuel industry's public relations campaign to discredit the science of climate change
and deny the reality of global warming.

American Democracy Now
Provides comprehensive coverage of logical structure as well as the techniques of
formal reasoning

Rule Makers, Rule Breakers
A popular blogger, career coach and author of Escape from Cubicle Nation explains
how to promote and rebrand your skills by making connections between your
various, current job positions, which likely include company jobs combined with
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part-time, freelance and volunteer work. Original.

Killers of the Flower Moon
This true story of a quest to save Jewish literature is “a detective story, a profound
history lesson, and a poignant evocation of a bygone world” (The Boston Globe). In
1980 an entire body of Jewish literature—the physical remnant of Yiddish
culture—was on the verge of extinction. Precious volumes that had survived Hitler
and Stalin were being passed down from older generations of immigrants to their
non-Yiddish-speaking children, only to be discarded or destroyed. So Aaron Lansky,
a twenty-three-year-old graduate student, issued a worldwide appeal for unwanted
Yiddish works. Lansky’s passion led him to travel from house to house collecting
the books—and the stories of these Jewish refugees and the vibrant intellectual
world they inhabited. He and a team of volunteers salvaged books from dusty
attics, crumbling basements, demolition sites, and dumpsters. When they began,
scholars thought that fewer than seventy thousand Yiddish books existed. In fact,
Lansky’s project would go on to save over 1.5 million volumes, from famous writers
like Sholem Aleichem and I. B. Singer to one-of-a-kind Soviet prints. This true
account of his journey is both “extraordinary” (The Boston Globe) and
“entertaining” (Los Angeles Times). “Lansky charmingly describes his adventures
as president and founder of the National Yiddish Book Center, which now has new
headquarters at Hampshire College in Amherst, Mass. To Lansky, Yiddish literature
Page 8/32

Get Free Our Patchwork Nation The Surprising Truth About Quotrealquot
America Dante Chinni
represented an important piece of Jewish cultural history, a link to the past and a
memory of a generation lost to the Holocaust. Lansky’s account of salvaging books
is both hilarious and moving, filled with Jewish humor, conversations with elderly
Jewish immigrants for whom the books evoke memories of a faraway past, stories
of desperate midnight rescues from rain-soaked dumpsters, and touching accounts
of Lansky’s trips to what were once thriving Jewish communities in Europe. The
book is a testimony to his love of Judaism and literature and his desire to make a
difference in the world.” —Publishers Weekly

Ennara and the Book of Shadows
Pamela Slim, a former corporate training manager, left her office job twelve years
ago to go solo and has enjoyed every bit of it. In her groundbreaking book, based
on her popular blog Escape from Cubicle Nation, Slim explores both the emotional
issues of leaving the corporate world and the nuts and bolts of launching a
business. Drawing on her own career, as well as stories from her coaching clients
and blog readers, Slim will help readers weigh their options, and make a successful
escape if they decide to go for it.

Field Guide to California Agriculture
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This unique culinary history of America offers a fascinating look at our past and
uses long-forgotten recipes to explain how eight flavors changed how we eat. The
United States boasts a culturally and ethnically diverse population which makes for
a continually changing culinary landscape. But a young historical gastronomist
named Sarah Lohman discovered that American food is united by eight flavors:
black pepper, vanilla, curry powder, chili powder, soy sauce, garlic, MSG, and
Sriracha. In Eight Flavors, Lohman sets out to explore how these influential
ingredients made their way to the American table. She begins in the archives,
searching through economic, scientific, political, religious, and culinary records.
She pores over cookbooks and manuscripts, dating back to the eighteenth century,
through modern standards like How to Cook Everything by Mark Bittman. Lohman
discovers when each of these eight flavors first appear in American kitchens—then
she asks why. Eight Flavors introduces the explorers, merchants, botanists,
farmers, writers, and chefs whose choices came to define the American palate.
Lohman takes you on a journey through the past to tell us something about our
present, and our future. We meet John Crowninshield a New England merchant who
traveled to Sumatra in the 1790s in search of black pepper. And Edmond Albius, a
twelve-year-old slave who lived on an island off the coast of Madagascar, who
discovered the technique still used to pollinate vanilla orchids today. Weaving
together original research, historical recipes, gorgeous illustrations and Lohman’s
own adventures both in the kitchen and in the field, Eight Flavors is a delicious
treat—ready to be devoured.
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Outwitting History
When strange accidents start happening around thirteen year-old necromancer
Ennara and her friends, she must search for the mysterious stolen artifacts causing
the attacks while learning the highest form of magic—the spells that could prevent
the fruition of a terrible prophecy.

Occult America
Tools and Weapons
In 1919, Mises explained how the first World War had come about, distinguishing
between nations, states, and economies. Prior to the nineteenth century, the
boundaries of a state were determined by conquest, coercion, rulers, and princes;
the people had nothing to say in the matter. A nation, composed of persons
speaking the same language and to a large extent sharing the same culture, was
an essentially neutral concept, in no way incompatible with a liberal economy,
individual freedom, democracy, and the right of self-determination. Yet this
peaceful nationalism gave way to militarism, international conflict, and war. Why?
Nations, like individuals, learn from experience. The largely liberal movement for a
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"greater Germany,” composed of Germany, German-Austria, and scattered
enclaves of German nationals in neighboring countries, was frustrated by the state
in the form of the Kingdom of Prussia, which became the German Empire, and the
Hapsburg Empire of Austria-Hungary. Essential to Mises’s concept of a classical
liberal economy is the absence of interference by the state. Under the
chancellorship of Bismarck, the essentially reactionary German state became
increasingly intrusive in every aspect of the nation--economic, social, and of course
political. As the German state sought to become stronger by forcefully acquiring
additional territory, German nationalism became increasingly militaristic and
imperialistic, leading to international conflict and war. In World War I, Germany and
its allies were overpowered by the Allied Powers in population, economic
production, and military might. Because Germany needed imports to survive, much
less to wage war, and was cut off from foreign suppliers, its defeat was inevitable.
Mises believed that Germany should not seek revenge for the "fetters . . . forced
upon German development by the peace of Versailles.” Rather, his theme
throughout this book is that Germany should adopt liberal ideas and a free market
economy by expanding the international division of labor, which would help all
parties. "For us and for humanity,” Mises wrote, "there is only one salvation: return
to rationalistic liberalism.” Ludwig von Mises (1881-1973) was the leading
spokesman of the Austrian School of Economics throughout most of the twentieth
century. He earned his doctorate in law and economics from the University of
Vienna in 1906. In 1926, Mises founded the Austrian Institute for Business Cycle
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Research. From 1909 to 1934, he was an economist for the Vienna Chamber of
Commerce. Before the Anschluss, in 1934 Mises left for Geneva, where he was a
professor at the Graduate Institute of International Studies until 1940, when he
emigrated to New York City. From 1948 to 1969, he was a visiting professor at New
York University. Bettina Bien Greaves is a former resident scholar, trustee, and
longtime staff member of the Foundation for Economic Education. She has written
and lectured extensively on topics of free market economics. Her articles have
appeared in such journals as Human Events, Reason, and The Freeman: Ideas on
Liberty. A student of Mises, Greaves has become an expert on his work in
particular and that of the Austrian School of economics in general. She has
translated several Mises monographs, compiled an annotated bibliography of his
work, and edited collections of papers by Mises and other members of the Austrian
School.

The Art of Game Design
Increase student performance, student engagement, and critical analysis skills with
the third edition of American Democracy Now. This program is available with GinA,
an educational game in which students learn American Government by doing, as
well as McGraw-Hill’s LearnSmart, an adaptive questioning tool proven to increase
content comprehension and improve student results. Unique to this program,
American Democracy Now 3e is a student-centered text focused on student
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performance. This contemporary approach and design, coupled with marketleading digital products, make this an ideal solution to course goals.

Eight Flavors
Michael Marshall Smith's surreal, groundbreaking, and award-winning debut which
resonates with wild humour interlaced with dark recollections of an emotional
minefield. May we introduce you to Stark. Oh, and by the way -- good luck. Stark is
the private investigator who goes to work when Something Happens to you. And
when a Something happens it's no good chanting 'go away go away go away' and
cowering in a corner, because a Something always comes from your darkest past
and won't be beaten until you face it. And that's not easy in a city where reality is
twisting and broken, a world in which friends can become enemies in a heartbeat -and where your most secret fear can become a soul-shredding reality. And the
worst of it is, for this nightmare you don't even have to be asleep Considered a
modern classic, and consistently featured in lists of Books To Read Before Your
Head Explodes, ONLY FORWARD is a novel you'll never forget.

American Nations
Divides North America into nine powers, and explains the cultural, ethnic, and
Page 14/32

Get Free Our Patchwork Nation The Surprising Truth About Quotrealquot
America Dante Chinni
geographic identities of each

Only Forward
The author of American Nations examines the history of and solutions to the key
American question: how best to reconcile individual liberty with the maintenance of
a free society The struggle between individual rights and the good of the
community as a whole has been the basis of nearly every major disagreement in
our history, from the debates at the Constitutional Convention and in the run up to
the Civil War to the fights surrounding the agendas of the Federalists, the
Progressives, the New Dealers, the civil rights movement, and the Tea Party. In
American Character, Colin Woodard traces these two key strands in American
politics through the four centuries of the nation’s existence, from the first colonies
through the Gilded Age, Great Depression and the present day, and he explores
how different regions of the country have successfully or disastrously
accommodated them. The independent streak found its most pernicious form in
the antebellum South but was balanced in the Gilded Age by communitarian
reform efforts; the New Deal was an example of a successful coalition between
communitarian-minded Eastern elites and Southerners. Woodard argues that
maintaining a liberal democracy, a society where mass human freedom is possible,
requires finding a balance between protecting individual liberty and nurturing a
free society. Going to either libertarian or collectivist extremes results in tyranny.
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But where does the “sweet spot” lie in the United States, a federation of disparate
regional cultures that have always strongly disagreed on these issues? Woodard
leads readers on a riveting and revealing journey through four centuries of
struggle, experimentation, successes and failures to provide an answer. His
historically informed and pragmatic suggestions on how to achieve this balance
and break the nation’s political deadlock will be of interest to anyone who cares
about the current American predicament—political, ideological, and sociological.
From the Hardcover edition.

Why Nations Fail
The second novel from the critically acclaimed New York Times–bestselling author
Chang-rae Lee. His remarkable debut novel was called "rapturous" (The New York
Times Book Review), "revelatory" (Vogue), and "wholly innovative" (Kirkus
Reviews). It was the recipient of six major awards, including the prestigious
Hemingway Foundation/PEN award. Now Chang-rae Lee has written a powerful and
beautifully crafted second novel that leaves no doubt about the extraordinary
depth and range of his talent. A Gesture Life is the story of a proper man, an
upstanding citizen who has come to epitomize the decorous values of his New York
suburban town. Courteous, honest, hardworking, and impenetrable, Franklin Hata,
a Japanese man of Korean birth, is careful never to overstep his boundaries and to
make his neighbors comfortable in his presence. Yet as his story unfolds,
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precipitated by the small events surrounding him, we see his life begin to unravel.
Gradually we learn the mystery that has shaped the core of his being: his terrible,
forbidden love for a young Korean Comfort Woman when he served as a medic in
the Japanese army during World War II. In A Gesture Life, Chang-rae Lee leads us
with dazzling control through a taut, suspenseful story about love, family, and
community—and the secrets we harbor. As in Native Speaker, he writes of the
ways outsiders conform in order to survive and the price they pay for doing so. It is
a haunting, breathtaking display of talent by an acclaimed young author.

American Character
An evocative account of fourteen European kingdoms-their rise, maturity, and
eventual disappearance. There is something profoundly romantic about lost
civilizations. Europe's past is littered with states and kingdoms, large and small,
that are scarcely remembered today, and while their names may be unfamiliarAragon, Etruria, the Kingdom of the Two Burgundies-their stories should change
our mental map of the past. We come across forgotten characters and famous
ones-King Arthur and Macbeth, Napoleon and Queen Victoria, right up to Stalin and
Gorbachev-and discover how faulty memory can be, and how much we can glean
from these lost empires. Davies peers through the cracks in the mainstream
accounts of modern-day states to dazzle us with extraordinary stories of barely
remembered pasts, and of the traces they left behind. This is Norman Davies at his
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best: sweeping narrative history packed with unexpected insights. Vanished
Kingdoms will appeal to all fans of unconventional and thought-provoking history,
from readers of Niall Ferguson to Jared Diamond.

Precolonial Black Africa
The night after Lucie Brandon's grandmothers ask for her help in locating some lost
family heirlooms, she is suddenly transported back in time to Colonial Virginia.
Sent a dream by one of her ancestors, Lucie experiences a day in the life of Betsy
Barker of Williamsburg, and then she embarks on a quest fueled by the clues that
first Betsy and then three other ancestors provide to her through dreams. Lucie
and her best friend Andrea Longstreet decipher the dreams and discover along the
way that all that glitters may not be gold, but all that warms the heart can be
treasure.

A Gesture Life
There were dozens of books about Watergate, but only All the President's Men
gave readers the full story, with all the drama and nuance and exclusive reporting.
And thirty years later, if you're going to read only one book on Watergate, that's
still the one. Today, Enron is the biggest business story of our time, and Fortune
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senior writers Bethany McLean and Peter Elkind are the new Woodward and
Bernstein. Remarkably, it was just two years ago that Enron was thought to
epitomize a great New Economy company, with its skyrocketing profits and share
price. But that was before Fortune published an article by McLean that asked a
seemingly innocent question: How exactly does Enron make money? From that
point on, Enron's house of cards began to crumble. Now, McLean and Elkind have
investigated much deeper, to offer the definitive book about the Enron scandal and
the fascinating people behind it. Meticulously researched and character driven,
Smartest Guys in the Room takes the reader deep into Enron's past—and behind
the closed doors of private meetings. Drawing on a wide range of unique sources,
the book follows Enron's rise from obscurity to the top of the business world to its
disastrous demise. It reveals as never before major characters such as Ken Lay,
Jeff Skilling, and Andy Fastow, as well as lesser known players like Cliff Baxter and
Rebecca Mark. Smartest Guys in the Room is a story of greed, arrogance, and
deceit—a microcosm of all that is wrong with American business today. Above all,
it's a fascinating human drama that will prove to be the authoritative account of
the Enron scandal.

Close to Home
A riveting tour through the landscape and meaning of modern conspiracy theories,
exploring the causes and tenacity of this American malady, from Birthers to
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Pizzagate and beyond. American society has always been fertile ground for
conspiracy theories, but with the election of Donald Trump, previously outlandish
ideas suddenly attained legitimacy. Trump himself is a conspiracy enthusiast: from
his claim that global warming is a Chinese hoax to the accusations of “fake news,”
he has fanned the flames of suspicion. But it was not by the power of one man
alone that these ideas gained new power. Republic of Lies looks beyond the
caricatures of conspiracy theorists to explain their tenacity. Without lending the
theories validity, Anna Merlan gives a nuanced, sympathetic account of the people
behind them, across the political spectrum, and the circumstances that helped
them take hold. The lack of a social safety net, inadequate education, bitter culture
wars, and years of economic insecurity have created large groups of people who
feel forgotten by their government and even besieged by it. Our contemporary
conditions are a perfect petri dish for conspiracy movements: a durable,
permanent, elastic climate of alienation and resentment. All the while, an army of
politicians and conspiracy-peddlers has fanned the flames of suspicion to serve
their own ends. Bringing together penetrating historical analysis and gripping onthe-ground reporting, Republic of Lies transforms our understanding of American
paranoia.

Methods of Logic
From Microsoft's president and one of the tech industry's wisest thinkers comes a
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frank and thoughtful reckoning with how to balance enormous promise and
existential risk as the digitization of everything accelerates.

The Nine Nations of North America
English is the world language, except that most of the world doesn’t speak it—only
one in five people does. Dorren calculates that to speak fluently with half of the
world’s 7.4 billion people in their mother tongues, you would need to know no
fewer than twenty languages. He sets out to explore these top twenty world
languages, which range from the familiar (French, Spanish) to the surprising
(Malay, Javanese, Bengali). Babel whisks the reader on a delightful journey to
every continent of the world, tracing how these world languages rose to greatness
while others fell away and showing how speakers today handle the foibles of their
mother tongues. Whether showcasing tongue-tying phonetics or elegant but
complicated writing scripts, and mind-bending quirks of grammar, Babel vividly
illustrates that mother tongues are like nations: each has its own customs and
beliefs that seem as self-evident to those born into it as they are surprising to the
outside world. Among many other things, Babel will teach you why modern Turks
can’t read books that are a mere 75 years old, what it means in practice for
Russian and English to be relatives, and how Japanese developed separate
“dialects” for men and women. Dorren lets you in on his personal trials and
triumphs while studying Vietnamese in Hanoi, debunks ten widespread myths
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about Chinese characters, and discovers that Swahili became the lingua franca in a
part of the world where people routinely speak three or more languages. Witty,
fascinating and utterly compelling, Babel will change the way you look at and listen
to the world and how it speaks.

Body of Work
From Pulitzer Prize finalist Annie Jacobsen, the untold USA Today bestselling story
of the CIA's secret paramilitary units. Surprise . . . your target. Kill . . . your enemy.
Vanish . . . without a trace. When diplomacy fails, and war is unwise, the president
calls on the CIA's Special Activities Division, a highly-classified branch of the CIA
and the most effective, black operations force in the world. Originally known as the
president's guerrilla warfare corps, SAD conducts risky and ruthless operations that
have evolved over time to defend America from its enemies. Almost every
American president since World War II has asked the CIA to conduct sabotage,
subversion and, yes, assassination. With unprecedented access to forty-two men
and women who proudly and secretly worked on CIA covert operations from the
dawn of the Cold War to the present day, along with declassified documents and
deep historical research, Pulitzer Prize finalist Annie Jacobsen unveils -- like never
before -- a complex world of individuals working in treacherous environments
populated with killers, connivers, and saboteurs. Despite Hollywood notions of offbook operations and external secret hires, covert action is actually one piece in a
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colossal foreign policy machine. Written with the pacing of a thriller, Surprise, Kill,
Vanish brings to vivid life the sheer pandemonium and chaos, as well as the
unforgettable human will to survive and the intellectual challenge of not giving up
hope that define paramilitary and intelligence work. Jacobsen's exclusive
interviews -- with members of the CIA's Senior Intelligence Service (equivalent to
the Pentagon's generals), its counterterrorism chiefs, targeting officers, and
Special Activities Division's Ground Branch operators who conduct today's closequarters killing operations around the world -- reveal, for the first time, the
enormity of this shocking, controversial, and morally complex terrain. Is the CIA's
paramilitary army America's weaponized strength, or a liability to its principled
standing in the world? Every operation reported in this book, however unsettling, is
legal.

The Better Angels of Our Nature
An expert on US election law presents an encouraging assessment of current
efforts to make our voting system more accessible, reliable, and effective. In
contrast to the anxiety surrounding our voting system, with stories about voter
suppression and manipulation, there are actually quite a few positive initiatives
toward voting rights reform. Professor Joshua A. Douglas, an expert on our
electoral system, examines these encouraging developments in this inspiring book
about how regular Americans are working to take back their democracy, one
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community at a time. Told through the narratives of those working on positive
voting rights reforms, Douglas includes chapters on expanding voter eligibility,
easing voter registration rules, making voting more convenient, enhancing
accessibility at the polls, providing voters with more choices, finding ways to
comply with voter ID rules, giving redistricting back to the voters, pushing back on
big money through local and state efforts, using journalism to make the system
more accountable, and improving civics education. At the end, the book includes
an appendix that lists organizations all over the country working on these efforts.
Unusually accessible for a lay audience and thoroughly researched, this book gives
anyone fed up with our current political environment the ideas and tools necessary
to affect change in their own communities.

Vietnam, a History
This latest work on rural social work and the small community follows decades of
research on understanding and working with such communities. Close to Home
explains the dynamics of small communities in terms that are essential for scholars
of rural services and rural life. The book covers the major issues facing human
services delivery in small towns -- in some cases for the first time in the
professional literature. The book will be essential reading for students and human
services practitioners who are working in or aspire to serve in small towns and
rural areas.
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Parties and Elections in America
Anyone can master the fundamentals of game design - no technological expertise
is necessary. The Art of Game Design: A Book of Lenses shows that the same basic
principles of psychology that work for board games, card games and athletic
games also are the keys to making top-quality videogames. Good game design
happens when you view your game from many different perspectives, or lenses.
While touring through the unusual territory that is game design, this book gives the
reader one hundred of these lenses - one hundred sets of insightful questions to
ask yourself that will help make your game better. These lenses are gathered from
fields as diverse as psychology, architecture, music, visual design, film, software
engineering, theme park design, mathematics, writing, puzzle design, and
anthropology. Anyone who reads this book will be inspired to become a better
game designer - and will understand how to do it.

The Smartest Guys in the Room
Following the trail left by an unfinished quilt, this illuminating saga examines
slavery from the cotton fields of the South to the textile mills of New England—and
the humanity behind it. When we think of slavery, most of us think of the American
South. We think of back-breaking fieldwork on plantations. We don’t think of
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slavery in the North, nor do we think of the grueling labor of urban and domestic
slaves. Rachel May’s rich new book explores the far reach of slavery, from New
England to the Caribbean, the role it played in the growth of mercantile America,
and the bonds between the agrarian south and the industrial north in the
antebellum era—all through the discovery of a remarkable quilt. While studying
objects in a textile collection, May opened a veritable treasure-trove: a carefully
folded, unfinished quilt made of 1830s-era fabrics, its backing containing fragile,
aged papers with the dates 1798, 1808, and 1813, the words “shuger,” “rum,”
“casks,” and “West Indies,” repeated over and over, along with “friendship,”
“kindness,” “government,” and “incident.” The quilt top sent her on a journey to
piece together the story of Minerva, Eliza, Jane, and Juba—the enslaved women
behind the quilt—and their owner, Susan Crouch. May brilliantly stitches together
the often-silenced legacy of slavery by revealing the lives of these urban enslaved
women and their world. Beautifully written and richly imagined, An American Quilt
is a luminous historical examination and an appreciation of a craft that provides
such a tactile connection to the past.

I Am Pilgrim
An illuminating history of North America's eleven rival cultural regions that
explodes the red state-blue state myth. North America was settled by people with
distinct religious, political, and ethnographic characteristics, creating regional
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cultures that have been at odds with one another ever since. Subsequent
immigrants didn't confront or assimilate into an “American” or “Canadian” culture,
but rather into one of the eleven distinct regional ones that spread over the
continent each staking out mutually exclusive territory. In American Nations, Colin
Woodard leads us on a journey through the history of our fractured continent, and
the rivalries and alliances between its component nations, which conform to
neither state nor international boundaries. He illustrates and explains why
“American” values vary sharply from one region to another. Woodard (author of
American Character: A History of the Epic Struggle Between Individual Liberty and
the Common Good) reveals how intranational differences have played a pivotal
role at every point in the continent's history, from the American Revolution and the
Civil War to the tumultuous sixties and the "blue county/red county" maps of
recent presidential elections. American Nations is a revolutionary and revelatory
take on America's myriad identities and how the conflicts between them have
shaped our past and are molding our future. From the Hardcover edition.

Babel
This book covers all elements of parties and the electoral process, including local,
state, and national party organizations; American party history and party systems;
state and local nominations; state and local elections; presidential nominations;
and presidential elections. Separate chapters are devoted to the important
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subjects of the media in the electoral process and campaign finance. The role of
political parties in representative democracy_and their contributions to it_are
examined critically. This post-election update includes complete data from 2008
and an updated chapter on campaign finance.

The Hockey Stick and the Climate Wars
From its earliest days, America served as an arena for the revolutions in alternative
spirituality that eventually swept the globe. Esoteric philosophies and
personas—from Freemasonry to Spiritualism, from Madame H. P. Blavatsky to
Edgar Cayce—dramatically altered the nation’s culture, politics, and religion. Yet
the mystical roots of our identity are often ignored or overlooked. Opening a new
window on the past, Occult America presents a dramatic, pioneering study of the
esoteric undercurrents of our history and their profound impact across modern life.

Our Patchwork Nation
A celebrated social psychologist offers a radical new perspective on cultural
differences that reveals why some countries, cultures, and individuals take rules
more seriously and how following the rules influences the way we think and act. In
Rule Makers, Rule Breakers, Michele Gelfand, “an engaging writer with intellectual
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range” (The New York Times Book Review), takes us on an epic journey through
human cultures, offering a startling new view of the world and ourselves. With a
mix of brilliantly conceived studies and surprising on-the-ground discoveries, she
shows that much of the diversity in the way we think and act derives from a key
difference—how tightly or loosely we adhere to social norms. Just as DNA affects
everything from eye color to height, our tight-loose social coding influences much
of what we do. Why are clocks in Germany so accurate while those in Brazil are
frequently wrong? Why do New Zealand’s women have the highest number of
sexual partners? Why are red and blue states really so divided? Why was the
Daimler-Chrysler merger ill-fated from the start? Why is the driver of a Jaguar more
likely to run a red light than the driver of a plumber’s van? Why does one spouse
prize running a tight ship while the other refuses to sweat the small stuff? In search
of a common answer, Gelfand spent two decades conducting research in more
than fifty countries. Across all age groups, family variations, social classes,
businesses, states, and nationalities, she has identified a primal pattern that can
trigger cooperation or conflict. Her fascinating conclusion: behavior is highly
influenced by the perception of threat. “A useful and engaging take on human
behavior” (Kirkus Reviews) with an approach that is consistently riveting, Rule
Makers, Ruler Breakers thrusts many of the puzzling attitudes and actions we
observe into sudden and surprising clarity.

An American Quilt: Unfolding a Story of Family and Slavery
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In a climate of culture wars and tremendous economic uncertainty, the media have
often reduced America to a simplistic schism between red states and blue states.
In response to that oversimplification, journalist Dante Chinni teamed up with
political geographer James Gimpel to launch the Patchwork Nation project, using onthe-ground reporting and statistical analysis to get past generalizations and probe
American communities in depth. The result is Our Patchwork Nation, a look at how
America's diversities often defy conventional wisdom. --From publisher's
description.

Escape From Cubicle Nation
A study of American involvement in Vietnam, from French domination to the final
withdrawal of American forces, discusses the historical background, politics,
military campaigns, participants, and consequences of American involvement

Vote for Us
An award-winning professor of economics at MIT and a Harvard University political
scientist and economist evaluate the reasons that some nations are poor while
others succeed, outlining provocative perspectives that support theories about the
importance of institutions.
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Surprise, Kill, Vanish
Pilgrim is the code name for a world class and legendary secret agent. His
adversary is known only as the Saracen. As a young boy, the Saracen saw his
dissident father beheaded in a Saudi Arabian public square, creating a burning
desire to destroy the special relationship between the US and the Kingdom. When
a woman's body is found in a seedy hotel near Ground Zero, the techniques are
pulled from a cult classic of forensic science that Pilgrim wrote under a pen name.
In offering the NYPD assistance with the case, Pilgrim gets pulled back into the
intelligence underground.
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