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The Terrible Thing That Happened to Barnaby Brocket
Counting is as easy as 1 2 purple? in this charming book of numbers from the creators of the #1 New York Times Best
Sellers, The Day the Crayons Quit and The Day the Crayons Came Home. Poor Duncan can't catch a break! First, his
crayons go on strike. Then, they come back home. Now his favorite colors are missing once again! Can you count up all the
crayons that are missing from his box? From the creative minds behind the The Day the Crayons Quit and The Day the
Crayons Came Home comes a colorful board book introducing young readers to numbers. From the Board edition.

Once I Was Very Very Scared
Serafina's defeat of the Man in the Black Cloak has brought her out of the shadows and into the daylight realm of her home,
Biltmore Estate. Every night she visits her mother in the forest, eager to learn the ways of the cat¬amount. But Serafina
finds herself caught between her two worlds: she's too wild for Biltmore's beautifully dressed ladies and formal customs,
and too human to fully join her kin. Late one night, Serafina encounters a strange and terrifying figure in the forest, and is
attacked by the vicious wolfhounds that seem to be under his control. Even worse, she's convinced that the stranger was
not alone, that he has sent his accomplice into Biltmore in disguise. Someone is wreaking havoc at the estate. A mysterious
series of attacks test Serafina's role as Biltmore's protector, culminating in a tragedy that tears Serafina's best friend and
only ally, Braeden Vanderbilt, from her side. Heartbroken, she flees. Deep in the forest, Serafina comes face-to-face with
the evil infecting Biltmore—and discovers its reach is far greater than she'd ever imagined. All the humans and creatures of
the Blue Ridge Mountains are in terrible danger. For Serafina to defeat this new evil before it engulfs her beloved home, she
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must search deep inside herself and embrace the destiny that has always awaited her.

The Boy at the Top of the Mountain
'Some things are just sitting there, minding their own business, waiting to be discovered. Like America. And other things are
probably better off left alone' Nine-year-old Bruno has a lot of things on his mind. Who is the 'Fury'? Why did he make them
leave their nice home in Berlin to go to 'Out-With' ? And who are all the sad people in striped pyjamas on the other side of
the fence? The grown-ups won't explain so Bruno decides there is only one thing for it - he will have to explore this place
alone. What he discovers is a new friend. A boy with the very same birthday. A boy in striped pyjamas. But why can't they
ever play together? BACKSTORY: Read an interview with the author JOHN BOYNE and learn all about the Second World War
in Germany.

Noah Barleywater Runs Away
"Bruno doesn't like his new house. He had to leave all his friends behind in Berlin, and there are no children to play with
here - until Bruno meets Shmuel, a boy who lives on the other side of the wire fence near Bruno's house, and who wears a
strange uniform of striped pyjamas. A stunning anniversary edition of John Boyne's powerful classic bestseller, with
illustrations from award-winning artist Oliver Jeffers."

In Darkness
This sweet story captures the singular experience of a visit with Grandma, especially when you share a name - a perfect gift
for Mother's Day! Here is a celebration of the unique bond between grandparents and grandchildren. Maud loves the
weekends when she stays at her grandma's house. There's always breakfast for supper, matching nightgowns, black-andwhite movies, and--best of all--someone to listen to her dreams for her life as a grown-up. But what makes the visits extra
special is what Grand-Maud has hidden in an old chest under Maud's bed. She may find a paint set, a toy, homemade
cookies, or hand-knit mittens or sweaters. Best of all is when Maud finds something that belonged to Grand-Maud when she
was a little girl. In this story of family togetherness, Maud wants to be just like Grand-Maud when she grows up.

Tyme's End
Having witnessed the deaths of his mother and stepfather in 1758, Matthieu Zela realizes that he has stopped aging, a
situation that hundreds of years later culminates in his frustration about his limited prospects for finding love. By the author
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of Crippen. Reprint. 15,000 first printing.

Bring the Crayons Home
'this poignant and disarming story is full of heart and its crescendo will give you tingles' Attitude Magazine 'Outstanding'
Irish Examiner Sam has known his sister Jessica all his life. Tonight is the first time they're going to meet. Sam Waver has
always been a loner: bullied, struggling at school, with parents who have very little time for him. The one person he has
always been able to rely on is his beloved older sibling - but when they announce that they are transitioning, Sam's life is
thrown upside down. He's convinced nothing will ever be the same again - but as Sam is about to discover, nothing is more
constant than love. A moving and heartfelt portrait of one family's journey to acceptance, from a master storyteller. 'A story
with so much heart that the pages practically pulse. Both funny and moving this is a must-read for all ages' Irish
Independent

My Brother's Name is Jessica
The exciting adventures of Ebony Smart, a twelve-year-old girl who discovers she is part of a special tribe of reincarnated
people – and a terrible curse. Ebony has just one week to break the curse or die; if she fails, the future of her family, and
her people, is at risk – does she have what it takes to succeed? • A magical story with an Irish setting for readers aged 9–12
years; appeals to both boys and girls • An exciting fantasy adventure from the publishers of the Arthur Quinn series • An
active and respected author After the death of her beloved grandfather on her twelfth birthday, Ebony Smart’s world is
turned upside down. Orphaned for a second time, she is sent to Dublin to live with her weird Aunt Ruby, with only her pet
rat, Winston, for company. With every window nailed shut and a mysterious locked room, 23 Mercury Lane is brimming with
secrets. Warned against entering by a voice in the shadows, Ebony is fearful for her future, but has no idea how much her
life is about to change. Aunt Ruby informs Ebony that she is part of the Order of Nine Lives – a special tribe of people who
reincarnate. She claims Ebony has one week to break a terrible curse or else die – and if she fails, the future of the Order of
Nine Lives, and her family, is at risk. With so much at stake, Ebony discovers it’s difficult to trust – especially when there’s
somebody else trying to race her to the finish. Does she have what it takes to succeed when nothing is what it seems?

A History of Loneliness
Everyone says fourteen-year-old BILLIE is nothing but trouble. A fighter. A danger to her family and friends. But her care
worker sees someone different. Her classmate ROB is big, strong; he can take care of himself and his brother. But his
violent stepdad sees someone to humiliate. And CHRIS is struggling at school; he just doesn't want to be there. But his dad
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sees a useless no-hoper. Billie, Rob and Chris each have a story to tell. But there are two sides to every story, and the
question is . . . who do you believe?

The Heart's Invisible Furies
Named Book of the Month Club's Book of the Year, 2017 Selected one of New York Times Readers’ Favorite Books of 2017
Winner of the 2018 Goldsboro Books Glass Bell Award From the beloved New York Times bestselling author of The Boy In
the Striped Pajamas, a sweeping, heartfelt saga about the course of one man's life, beginning and ending in post-war
Ireland Cyril Avery is not a real Avery -- or at least, that's what his adoptive parents tell him. And he never will be. But if he
isn't a real Avery, then who is he? Born out of wedlock to a teenage girl cast out from her rural Irish community and
adopted by a well-to-do if eccentric Dublin couple via the intervention of a hunchbacked Redemptorist nun, Cyril is adrift in
the world, anchored only tenuously by his heartfelt friendship with the infinitely more glamourous and dangerous Julian
Woodbead. At the mercy of fortune and coincidence, he will spend a lifetime coming to know himself and where he came
from - and over his many years, will struggle to discover an identity, a home, a country, and much more. In this, Boyne's
most transcendent work to date, we are shown the story of Ireland from the 1940s to today through the eyes of one
ordinary man. The Heart's Invisible Furies is a novel to make you laugh and cry while reminding us all of the redemptive
power of the human spirit.

Noah
At the start of his school holidays, Danny Delaney is looking forward to a trouble-free summer. But when his mother returns
home one afternoon, flanked by two policemen, he knows that something terrible has happened. Mrs Delaney has
accidentally hit a small boy with her car. The boy is in a coma at the local hospital and nobody knows if he will ever wake
up. Consumed by guilt, Danny's mother closes herself off, while Danny and his father are left to pick up the pieces of their
fractured family. Told in John Boyne's unique style from the point of view of a twelve-year-old boy, The Dare is a brilliantly
compelling story about how one moment can change a family forever.

Kill All Enemies
Noah is running away from his problems the day he takes the untrodden path through the forest - or at least that's what he
thinks. When he comes across a very unusual toyshop and meets the even more unusual toymaker, he's not sure what to
expect. But the toymaker has a story to tell, a story full of adventure, wonder and broken promises. And Noah travels with
him on a journey that will change his life for ever. A thought-provoking fable from the author of the bestselling Boy in the
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Striped Pyjamas.

Crippen
A tale inspired by 19th-century ghost story traditions follows the misadventures of Eliza Caine, who accepts a job from an
anonymous employer as a governess to two children who she must protect from a malign presence. By the award-winning
author of The Boy in the Striped Pajamas. Reprint.

Noah Barleywater Runs Away
While other animals migrate, hibernate, or stay busy all winter, a little white rabbit watches. On board pages.

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas
A tale of acceptance from the bestselling author of The Boy in the Striped Pajamas. Barnaby Brocket is an ordinary eightyear-old boy in most ways, but he was born different in one important way: he floats. Unlike everyone else, Barnaby does
not obey the law of gravity. His parents, who have a fear of being noticed, want desperately for Barnaby to be normal, but
he can't help who he is. And when the unthinkable happens, Barnaby finds himself on a journey that takes him all over the
world. Drifting from Brazil to New York, from Canada to Ireland, and even to space, the floating boy meets all sorts of
different people--and discovers who he really is along the way. This whimsical novel will delight middle-graders, while
readers of all ages will find themselves questioning what it means to be "normal."

The Hueys in The New Sweater
An old tiger is on a hunt but is frustrated by his lack of success. Then he finds himself stalked by a leopard, a lesser, smaller
and weaker animal, but his forbearance and benign character allows him to tolerate the leopard and the two animals
develop a co-operative relationship. The Tiger and the Leopardess is about a time in Malaysia when life was more laid back
and people were more preoccupied with the immediate world around them than with politics. So when a tiger attacks a boy
out on a picnic, suddenly everybody feels the need to be involved in resolving the situation. The immediate happenings are
intertwined with the backgrounds of the animals and the people. The animals think and act but do not talk: they are
absorbed with the business of living from day to day. The people talk and act but do not think, at least they do not think
through: they are absorbed with the pursuit of their daily doses of happiness. The two worlds come to a dramatic clash on a
mundane sunny day, and the threat of one world over the other becomes a reality.
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A Ladder to the Sky
The riveting narrative of an honorable Irish priest who finds the church collapsing around him at a pivotal moment in its
history Propelled into the priesthood by a family tragedy, Odran Yates is full of hope and ambition. When he arrives at
Clonliffe Seminary in the 1970s, it is a time in Ireland when priests are highly respected, and Odran believes that he is
pledging his life to "the good." Forty years later, Odran's devotion is caught in revelations that shatter the Irish people's
faith in the Catholic Church. He sees his friends stand trial, colleagues jailed, the lives of young parishioners destroyed, and
grows nervous of venturing out in public for fear of disapproving stares and insults. At one point, he is even arrested when
he takes the hand of a young boy and leads him out of a department store looking for the boy's mother. But when a family
event opens wounds from his past, he is forced to confront the demons that have raged within the church, and to recognize
his own complicity in their propagation, within both the institution and his own family. A novel as intimate as it is universal,
A History of Loneliness is about the stories we tell ourselves to make peace with our lives. It confirms Boyne as one of the
most searching storytellers of his generation.

Snow Rabbit, Spring Rabbit
Eight-year-old Noah's problems seem easier to deal with if he doesn't think about them. So he runs away, taking an
untrodden path through the forest. Before long, he comes across a shop. But this is no ordinary shop: it's a toyshop, full of
the most amazing toys, and brimming with the most wonderful magic. And here Noah meets a very unusual toymaker. The
toymaker has a story to tell, and it's a story of adventure and wonder and broken promises. He takes Noah on a journey. A
journey that will change his life.

The Fairytale Hairdresser and the Little Mermaid
The Nightwalkers have lived in the shadows of our world for centuries, gifted with abilities few humans can comprehend.
For Noah, duty is all--until he meets the woman who is his destiny. . . She Will Take Him Beyond His Wildest Dreams. As
Demon King, Noah is dedicated to protecting his kind from their human and Nightwalker enemies. Yet for six months he has
struggled with vivid dreams that threaten his very sanity. Every night he's tormented by images of a woman both achingly
real and tantalizingly beyond his grasp. And his bone-deep need leaves him no choice but to force her to leave the life she's
known and enter a world beyond her imagining. . . Every day, Kestra risks her life in perilous missions that veer just shy of
the law, but she instinctively knows that the imposingly sensual figure before her is a danger unlike any she's ever faced.
Kestra has sworn never to trust or need another man, but Noah's lightest touch scorches her with fevered desire, branding
her as his mate, blinding them both to the terrifying truth. For within the ranks of their own people lies an adversary
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growing in number and power. And nothing and no one will be safe again. . . Desire awakens at night. . .

The Tiger and The Leopardess
Serafina and the Twisted Staff
'The Jacqueline Wilson Christmas Cracker' is packed with brilliant Christmas stories, including a brand-new tale from
Jacqueline, and classic favourites starring Tracy Beaker, in which Jacqueline's most famous heroine gets the lead part in her
Christmas play! There are festive puzzles, tasty Christmas recipes, perfect present tips, and fun facts all about Christmas.
Plus, there's a special letter from Jacqueline herself, so you can find out all about her own Christmas memories and
traditions!.

The House of Special Purpose
Part love story, part historical epic, part tragedy, The House of Special Purpose illuminates an empire at the end of its reign.
Eighty year old Georgy Jachmenev is haunted by his past - a past of death, suffering and scandal that will stay with him
until the end of his days. Living in England with his beloved wife Zoya, Georgy prepares to make one final journey back to
the Russia he once knew and loved, the Russia that both destroyed and defined him. As Georgy remembers days gone by,
we are transported to St. Petersburg in the early 20th century, to the Winter Palace of the Tsar. A time of change, threat
and bloody revolution. And as Georgy overturns the most painful stone of all, we uncover the story of the house of special
purpose. From the Hardcover edition.

Bless this Mouse
William Cody grows up surrounded by his father's tales of Buffalo Bill, to whom he is distantly related, and his fantasies of
the Wild West.Though he escapes his heritage by fleeing abroad and starting a new life for himself, he finds that he is
always drawn back to England and to his ancestry.When his father proposes that together they should recreate Buffalo Bill's
stage show, "The Congress of Rough Riders of the World" for a contemporary audience, William refuses to have any part of
it. When tragedy strikes, however, it is to his father that he must eventually return.

The Jacqueline Wilson Christmas Cracker
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When he lands a starring role in the school Christmas play of Edward Lears famous nonsense poem, The Owl and the PussyCat, Michael is over the moon. He is going to be Owl. TOO-WITTTOO- WOOOOOO! And when his best friend, Belinda, is
chosen to be Cat, Michael cant believe his luck. MIAOW! But how will he cope with his feelings for Belinda and his stage
fright? Will it be alright on the night? Find out in this charming, funny and touching true story.

The Book of Learning
Bibi feels out of place everywhere - everywhere that is, except for Tyme's End, the deserted house that she breaks into
when she thinks nobody is nearby. There she unexpectedly meets Oliver Gardner, the owner of the house, who's just
returned after ten years away. Their story and the story of Oliver's grandfather becomes inextricably entwined, linked as
they are by Tyme's End itself. For Tyme's End is more than just a deserted house. It is a house that by turns can be
romantic, beguiling, sinister and malevolent. It is a house that had a cruel and manipulative owner. And anybody who
enters Tyme's End must prepare themselves for terror . . . Part mystery, part psychological thriller, set in the present yet
with forays into the past, this is a cleverly ambitious novel that makes for a compulsive and gripping read.

The Absolutist
From the author of the phenomenally bestselling The Boy in the Striped Pajamas comes an unforgettable story of a boy's
life changed by war, published to coincide with World War One's centenary. The day the First World War broke out, Alfie
Summerfield's father promised he wouldn't go away to fight -- but he broke that promise the following day. Four years later,
Alfie doesn't know where his father might be, other than that he's away on a special, secret mission. Then, while shining
shoes at King's Cross Station, Alfie unexpectedly sees his father's name -- on a sheaf of papers belonging to a military
doctor. Bewildered and confused, Alfie realises his father is in a hospital close by -- a hospital treating soldiers with an
unusual condition. Alfie is determined to rescue his father from this strange, unnerving place

The Congress of Rough Riders
Re-creates an infamous serial killer case involving the 1910 Scotland Yard investigation into the murder of Bella Elmore,
whose body is discovered in the cellar of her husband and killer Hawley Crippen, a doctor who has fled in disguise along
with his mistress on a cruise ship bound for America. Reader's Guide included. Reprint. 30,000 first printing.

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas
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A little squirrel announces that he was once very, very, scared and finds out that he is not alone. Lots of little animals went
through scary experiences, but they react in different ways. Turtle hides and gets a tummy ache, monkey clings, dog barks,
and elephant doesn't like to talk about it. They need help, and they get help from grown-ups who help them feel safe and
learn ways to cope with difficult feelings. This story was written to help children and grown-ups understand how stress can
affect children and ways to help them.

Noah Barleywater Runs Away
This box of crayons comes with all twelve characters from the beloved children's book The Day the Crayons Quit, including
stubby Blue Crayon, who needed a break from coloring oceans and lakes, and overworked Red Crayon, who had to work on
Christmas and Valentine's Day. In addition, a set of twelve letter-writing sheets and corresponding envelopes are nestled
into the box, encouraging children to write letters to their friends, family, teachers, neighbors, and heroes. The papers and
envelopes are printed with colors and patterns that bring the magic of the crayons' story to life. Each of the crayons wears
a wrapper printed with the characters' memorable faces (with the exception of Peach, who is naked!)- You'll see Purple's
exhausted expression, Yellow's jealous grimace, Green's pleased grin, and more. The crayons implore you to bring them
home. Will you?

The Crayons' Book of Numbers
The New York Times Best Illustrated Picture Book, now in an oversized trim for added value and fun! The Hueys are small
and mischievous, unique compared to the world's other creatures--but hardly unique to one another. You see, each Huey
looks the same, thinks the same, and does the same exact things. So you can imagine the chaos when one of them has the
idea of knitting a sweater! It seems like a good idea at the time--he is quite proud of it, in fact--but it does make him
different from the others. So the rest of the Hueys, in turn, decide that they want to be different too! How? By knitting the
exact same sweater, of course! The first in a series of child-friendly concept books by the #1 bestselling artist of The Day
the Crayons Quit, How to Catch a Star, Stuck, and This Moose Belongs to Me, The New Sweater proves that standing apart
can be accomplished even when standing together.

A Traveler at the Gates of Wisdom
Eight-year-old Noah's problems seem easier to deal with if he doesn't think about them. So he runs away, taking an
untrodden path through the forest. Before long, he comes across a shop. But this is no ordinary shop: it's a toyshop, full of
the most amazing toys, and brimming with the most wonderful magic. And here Noah meets a very unusual toymaker. The
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toymaker has a story to tell, and it's a story of adventure and wonder and broken promises. He takes Noah on a journey. A
journey that will change his life. From the Hardcover edition.

Maud and Grand-Maud
From the beloved John Boyne, a powerful, poignant novel about how we are to be good in the face of disaster. September
1919: Twenty-year-old Tristan Sadler takes a train from London to Norwich to deliver some letters to Marian Bancroft.
During the Great War, Tristan fought alongside Marian's brother Will who, in 1917, laid down his gun on the battlefield,
declared himself a conscientious objector and was shot as a traitor, an act which brought shame and dishonour on the
Bancroft family. But the letters are not the real reason for Tristan's visit. He holds a secret deep in his soul. One that he is
desperate to unburden himself of to Marian, if he can only find the courage. As they stroll through the streets of a city still
coming to terms with the end of the war, he recalls his friendship with Will, from the training ground at Aldershot to the
trenches of Northern France, and speaks of how the intensity of their friendship brought him from brief moments of
happiness and self-discovery to long periods of despair and pain. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Stay Where You Are and Then Leave
John Boyne has been heralded as "one of the most imaginative and adventurous of the young Irish novelists working today"
by the Irish Independent. He achieved bestseller status and won numerous awards worldwide for The Boy in the Striped
Pajamas. Now in Next of Kin, he steps into the drawing rooms and private clubs of the prewar English aristocracy to offer an
unobstructed view of a social elite driven by the conflicting desires to uphold tradition and to acquire vast wealth. It is 1936,
and London is abuzz with gossip about the affair between Edward VIII and Mrs. Simpson. But the king is not the only
member of the aristocracy with a hard decision to make. Owen Montignac, the handsome and charismatic scion of a
wealthy family, is anxiously awaiting the reading of his late uncle's will, for Owen has run up huge gambling debts and
casino boss Nicholas Delfy has given him a choice: Find 50,000 pounds by Christmas or find yourself six feet under. So
when Owen discovers that he has been cut out of the will in favor of his cousin Stella, he finds that even a royal crisis can
provide the means for profit, and for murder. Next of Kin vividly captures the spirit of 1930s London, revealing the secrets
of the upperclass, complete with gambling, murder, an art heist, and a conspiracy to unseat the new king that could change
the future of the country.

The Dare
The little memaid is all in a lather - the Sea Witch has stolen her beautiful singing voice! The Fairytale Hairdresser will need
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all her hairdressing (and matchmaking) skills to tackle this terrible tangle and guarantee a happy ever after. This magical,
fairytale adventure is awash with funny fairytale references to spot and favourite friends to find, with a sprinkling of glitz
and glamour. The Fairytale Hairdresser: a modern girl in a fairytale world!

The Second Child
A resilient and quirky colony of church mice fears another Great X more than they fear cats. Under Mouse Mistress
Hildegarde’s leadership, they save themselves from one danger after another—sometimes just by the skin of their tails! Can
one ultimate act of bravery during the feast day of St. Francis get Father Murphy to bless these mice and keep them safe
forever? Rife with humor and personality, this young middle-grade novel has an old-fashioned feel with the makings of a
modern classic.

Next of Kin
The powerful, unforgettable new novel from the bestselling author of The Boy in the Striped Pajamas, for ages 12+. When
Pierrot becomes an orphan, he must leave his home in Paris for a new life with his Aunt Beatrix, a servant in a wealthy
household at the top of the German mountains. But this is no ordinary time, for it is 1935 and the Second World War is fast
approaching; and this is no ordinary house, for this is the Berghof, the home of Adolf Hitler. Quickly, Pierrot is taken under
Hitler's wing, and is thrown into an increasingly dangerous new world: a world of terror, secrets and betrayal, from which he
may never be able to escape.

Owl Or Pussycat?
From the bestselling author of A Ladder to the Sky—“a darkly funny novel that races like a beating heart” (People)—comes
a new novel that plays out across all of human history: a story as precise as it is unlimited. This story starts with a family.
For now, it is a father and a mother with two sons, one with his father’s violence in his blood, one with his mother’s artistry.
One leaves. One stays. They will be joined by others whose deeds will determine their fate. It is a beginning. Their stories
will intertwine and evolve over the course of two thousand years. They will meet again and again at different times and in
different places. From Palestine at the dawn of the first millennium and journeying across fifty countries to a life among the
stars in the third, the world will change around them, but their destinies remain the same. It must play out as foretold. From
the award-winning author of The Heart’s Invisible Furies comes A Traveler at the Gates of Wisdom, an epic tale of humanity.
The story of all of us, stretching across two millennia. Imaginative, unique, heartbreaking, this is John Boyne at his most
creative and compelling.
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This House is Haunted
In this collection of twelve dark, unerring and surprising short stories, John Boyne explores the extremities of the human
condition in all its brilliance and brutality. The secrets we keep and the ways in which they shape us, the impossibility of
shared loss, the lengths we will go to in order to protect our families and the distance we will run to protect ourselves.
Drawing on a host of enthralling characters âe" a farmer, a cuckold and a teenager exploring his sexuality; good parents,
bad parents, writers and soldiers; a student, a rent boy and a hitman âe" Boyne examines the hopeful and the damaged
without prejudice or judgement. This, his first collection of short stories, is some of John Boyneâe(tm)s finest writing to date.
It includes âe~Rest Dayâe(tm) which won the 2015 Writing.ie Short Story of the Year award in Ireland.

Beneath the Earth
“An addictive Rubik’s Cube of vice that keeps turning up new patterns of depravity… a satire of writerly ambition wrapped
in a psychological thriller… A Ladder to the Sky is an homage to Patricia Highsmith, Oscar Wilde and Edgar Allan Poe, but its
execution is entirely Boyne’s own." -- Ron Charles, Washington Post “Take Meg Wolitzer's novel The Wifeand cross it with
Patricia Highsmith's classic Ripley stories, about a suave psychopath, and you've got something of the crooked charisma of
John Boyne's new novel, A Ladder to the Sky." -- NPR Maurice Swift is handsome, charming, and hungry for fame. The one
thing he doesn’t have is talent – but he’s not about to let a detail like that stand in his way. After all, a would-be writer can
find stories anywhere. They don’t need to be his own. Working as a waiter in a West Berlin hotel in 1988, Maurice engineers
the perfect opportunity: a chance encounter with celebrated novelist Erich Ackermann. He quickly ingratiates himself with
the powerful – but desperately lonely – older man, teasing out of Erich a terrible, long-held secret about his activities during
the war. Perfect material for Maurice’s first novel. Once Maurice has had a taste of literary fame, he knows he can stop at
nothing in pursuit of that high. Moving from the Amalfi Coast, where he matches wits with Gore Vidal, to Manhattan and
London, Maurice hones his talent for deceit and manipulation, preying on the talented and vulnerable in his cold-blooded
climb to the top. But the higher he climbs, the further he has to fall… Sweeping across the late twentieth century, A Ladder
to the Sky is a fascinating portrait of a relentlessly immoral man, a tour de force of storytelling, and the next great novel
from an acclaimed literary virtuoso.

The Thief of Time
WINNER of the 2013 Printz Award. In darkness I count my blessings like Manman taught me. One: I am alive. Two: there is
no two. In the aftermath of the Haitian earthquake a boy is trapped beneath the rubble of a ruined hospital: thirsty, terrified
and alone. 'Shorty' is a child of the slums, a teenage boy who has seen enough violence to last a lifetime, and who has been
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inexorably drawn into the world of the gangsters who rule Site Soleil: men who dole out money with one hand and death
with the other. But Shorty has a secret: a flame of revenge that blazes inside him and a burning wish to find the twin sister
he lost five years ago. And he is marked. Marked in a way that links him with Toussaint L'Ouverture, the Haitian rebel who
two-hundred years ago led the slave revolt and faced down Napoleon to force the French out of Haiti. As he grows weaker,
Shorty relives the journey that took him to the hospital, a bullet wound in his arm. In his visions and memories he hopes to
find the strength to survive, and perhaps then Toussaint can find a way to be free . . .
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