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The Vengeance of Rome
Iris Murdoch was an acclaimed novelist and groundbreaking philosopher whose life
reflected her unconventional beliefs and values. But what has been missing from
biographical accounts has been Murdoch's own voice—her life in her own words.
Living on Paper—the first major collection of Murdoch's most compelling and
interesting personal letters—gives, for the first time, a rounded self-portrait of one
of the twentieth century's greatest writers and thinkers. With more than 760
letters, fewer than forty of which have been published before, the book provides a
unique chronicle of Murdoch's life from her days as a schoolgirl to her last years.
The result is the most important book about Murdoch in more than a decade. The
letters show a great mind at work—struggling with philosophical problems, trying
to bring a difficult novel together, exploring spirituality, and responding pointedly
to world events. They also reveal her personal life, the subject of much
speculation, in all its complexity, especially in letters to lovers or close friends,
such as the writers Brigid Brophy, Elias Canetti, and Raymond Queneau,
philosophers Michael Oakeshott and Philippa Foot, and mathematician Georg
Kreisel. We witness Murdoch's emotional hunger, her tendency to live on the edge
of what was socially acceptable, and her irreverence and sharp sense of humor.
We also learn how her private life fed into the plots and characters of her novels,
despite her claims that they were not drawn from reality. Direct and intimate,
these letters bring us closer than ever before to Iris Murdoch as a person, making
for an extraordinary reading experience.

The Cultural Life of Money
From the author of the definitive biography of George Orwell, a captivating account
of the origin and enduring power of his landmark dystopian novel Since its
publication nearly 70 years ago, George Orwell’s 1984 has been regarded as one of
the most influential novels of the modern age. Politicians have testified to its
influence on their intellectual identities, rock musicians have made records about
it, TV viewers watch a reality show named for it, and a White House spokesperson
tells of “alternative facts.” The world we live in is often described as an Orwellian
one, awash in inescapable surveillance and invasions of privacy. On 1984 dives
deep into Orwell’s life to chart his earlier writings and key moments in his youth,
such as his years at a boarding school, whose strict and charismatic headmaster
Page 1/15

Download Free Kept Dj Taylor
shaped the idea of Big Brother. Taylor tells the story of the writing of the book,
taking readers to the Scottish island of Jura, where Orwell, newly famous thanks to
Animal Farm but coping with personal tragedy and rapidly declining health,
struggled to finish 1984. Published during the cold war—a term Orwell
coined—Taylor elucidates the environmental influences on the book. Then he
examines 1984’s post-publication life, including its role as a tool to understand our
language, politics, and government. In a current climate where truth, surveillance,
censorship, and critical thinking are contentious, Orwell’s work is necessary.
Written with resonant and reflective analysis, On 1984 is both brilliant and
remarkably timely.

Thackeray
The most formally experimental of all of George Orwell's novels, A Clergyman's
Daughter charts the course of a young woman's voyage out of a small town in East
Anglia and her eventual homecoming. This new edition of the novel is the first in
over 30 years.

The Scottish Book
George Orwell was asked to write a biography of George Gissing, having hailed him
as 'perhaps the best novelist England has produced.' He had to refuse, and instead
of a book like this one, Orwell wrote a novel, 1984. His closeness to Gissing can
help draw the map of English literature from 1880 to 1950. Orwell was born in the
year that Gissing died, 1903. Both of them lived 46 years and died of lung disease.
It is likely that Orwell borrowed the first name of his pseudonym from Gissing.
Orwell, though, chose to live among the poor to begin a lifelong commitment to
leftist politics. Gissing became poor by bad luck and bad judgement; he came to
believe that political solutions were unlikely to abolish human misery, and declared
that the great subject of his novels was the situation of educated people with 'not
enough money.' Paul Delany's has read Gissing's 22 novels, and his other works,
with a fine biographer's eye. Gissing was a neurotic writer, and everything in his
later life was determined by the twin disasters of his imprisonment and his
marriage to Nell Harrison. Prison he concealed altogether. It could be argued that
Victorian society rested on hypocrisy, requiring everyone to lie about their desires.
But the major figures in Gissing's novels are almost always bad liars. In his own
case a mistake in youth created daily misery that he could never shake off. Yet
Gissing the novelist gives us better than anyone the flavour of London in the 1880s
and 1890s: a compound of wet streets, fog, coal-smoke, narrow horizons, and an
imagination equal to it all. In Paul Delany he has found the perfect biographer.

On The Corinthian Spirit
A thirty-something, would-be master of the universe tries to reinvent himself in
London in this hip and hilarious novel about ambition, family, missed connections,
and Anglo-American relations It is the late nineties. The Iraqis are in Kuwait and the
former decade’s financial bubble has burst. From his high-backed swivel chair in an
eight-foot cubicle on the sixth floor of a London management-consulting firm, Scott
Marshall prays he can survive the coming carnage. The son of an inveterate
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Anglophile, Marshall moved to England when his former employer—Manhattan’s
Hassenblad Consultancy—went belly-up. With the optimistic wine- and moneyflowing days of Reaganomics vanished into a sinkhole of blighted hope and stalled
aspirations, Scott is desperate to hold on to his job amid massive layoffs. He is
meanwhile dealing with a girlfriend hiding a nasty secret; an embattled football
club that conceals a wellspring of deceit and subterfuge; and the reappearance of
his father, whose ill-timed visit unleashes a swarm of ghosts from the past. From
Wall Street to Belgravia, English Settlement is a novel about manners, money,
morals, and national identity on both sides of the Atlantic.

Returning
Past and present collide for a man on a mission to document a history that may or
may not exist, in this ingenious novel by the acclaimed author of Derby Day Dr.
Feelgood’s is a brothel overrun with fat, overindulged mice that lies at the western
tip of a remote village somewhere in the Far East. It’s presided over by Mr.
Mouzookseem, an illiterate Englishman with his own reasons for fleeing the family
fold for a life of anonymity. This is the beginning—or is it the end?—of a story that
weaves in and out of time as David Castell immortalizes Mouzookseem and others
in his notebook. A pragmatist whose father had his own ideas about what history
can teach, David is a traveler of the mind and heart. Although he has been to
exotic places, from Kashmir to the Russian steppe, he finds the domestic train from
Paddington to Oxford hopelessly confounding—and the subject of an existential
conversation. His musings unfold into a vivid tapestry of his own past, from his life
as a student at Oxford to the women he loved and lusted after. As the stories and
observations in David’s notebooks take shape, they become an allegory for life,
death, and the distortions of memory.

Beck
Nominated for the Man Booker Prize, an exquisite tale of romance and rivalry,
gambling and greed, from one of England’s finest writers As the shadows lengthen
over the June grass, all England is heading for Epsom Down—high life and low life,
society beauties and Whitechapel street girls, bookmakers and gypsies, hawkers
and thieves. Hopes are high, nerves are taut, hats are tossed in the air—this is
Derby Day. For months people have been waiting and plotting for this day.
Everyone’s eyes are on champion horse Tiberius, on whose performance half a
dozen destinies depend. In this rich and exuberant novel, rife with the idioms of
Victorian England, the mysteries pile high, propelling us toward the day of the
great race, and we wait with bated breath as the story gallops to a finish that no
one expects.

The Prose Factory
The book discusses how culture simultaneously shapes and is shaped by the
economy. Over the past few years, as the world has staggered from one financial
crisis to another, the neat separation of economics and culture has constantly been
challenged. This collection analyzes the process whereby a material icon invested
with the symbolical power to rule social exchange becomes an explanatory
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narrative determining the way societies produce meaning.

Secondhand Daylight
Autumn 1933, and for once struggling writer James Ross seems to have fallen on
his feet. Not only has the Labour Exchange fixed him up with a day-job collecting
rents in Soho, but friendly Mr Samuelson is employing him front-of-house in the
Toreador night-club. Even his melancholy love-life is looking up, thanks to a chance
encounter with the alluring Gladys, enigmatic inhabitant of the Meard Street
second-floor back. On the other hand, Soho looks an increasingly dangerous place
in which to be at large. Not only are Mosley's Blackshirts on the prowl, but
somebody is raiding the dirty bookshops and smashing night-club windows in a
quest for moral decency. Fetched up in a police-cell in West End Central after an
unfortunate incident outside the Toreador, and coerced into undercover work by
the mysterious Inspector Haversham, James finds himself infiltrating the
Blackshirts' Chelsea HQ , leafleting passers-by in the King's Road and spying on a
top-secret dinner party attended by a highly important Royal guest. Meanwhile, the
emotional consequences of this deception are set to come as a nasty shock. Praise
for At the Chime of a City Clock: 'Steeped in historical detail, the novel evokes the
sleazy side of the Thirties so vividly that you can almost feel the grease and grime
on your fingers.' Anthony Gardner, Mail on Sunday 'Engaging, cheerful, opportunist
James Ross. You won't forget him or the London he frequents for a long time after
closing the book.' Susan Hill, Literary Review 'A watchable, atmospheric black-andwhite film in novel form' Sunday Express 'Written with a splendid and captivating
assurance' The Scotsman 'Finely drawn Artful Masterly.' John Sutherland

George Gissing
'Taylor's magnificent new novel is Spinal Tap for literary types . . . thoroughly
entertaining, knowledgeable romp through the fear and loathing of rock's golden
age. Beautifully written and consistently funny, it is also a poignant account of one
man's search for his own identity' Mail on Sunday 'A dazzling rollercoaster homage
to an era both bacchanalian and oddly innocent' Guardian You may remember the
Helium Kids. Back in their late '60s and early '70s heyday they appeared on Top of
the Tops on 27 separate occasions, released five Billboard-certified platinum
albums, played sold-out shows at Madison Square Garden and were nearly, but not
quite, as big as the Beatles and the Stones. Three decades later, in the big house
on the outskirts of Norwich, Nick Du Pont is looking back on the rollercoaster years
he spent as their publicist in a world of licensed excess and lurking tragedy. What
follows is not only the story of a rock band at a formative time in musical history,
when America was opening up to English music and huge amounts of money and
self-gratification were there for the taking. For the tale is also Nick's - the life and
times of a war-baby born in a Norwich council house, the son of an absconding GI,
whose career is a search for some of the advantages that his birth denied him. It is
at once a worm's eye of British pop music's golden age and a bittersweet personal
journey, with cameo appearances from everyone from Elvis and Her Majesty the
Queen Mother to Andy Warhol. 'Rock and Roll is Life' is a vastly entertaining,
picaresque and touching novel inspired by the excess and trajectories of the great
'60s and '70s supergroups, and of the tales brought back from the front line by a
very special breed of Englishmen who made it big in the States as the alchemists
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and enablers, as well as the old making way for the new in the era of the baby
boomers. At its heart is one man's adventure, and the poignancy of the special
relationships that dominate his life.

'Rock and Roll is Life'
New Grub Street is set in the literary and journalistic circles of 1880s London. In
the 18th century, Grub Street became synonymous with hack literature, and
though the street no longer existed in 1880s, hack-writing certainly did. The two
central characters are a sharply contrasted pair of writers: Edwin Reardon, a
novelist of some talent but limited commercial prospects, and a shy, cerebral man;
and Jasper Milvain, a young journalist, hard-working and capable of generosity, but
cynical and only semi-scrupulous about writing and its purpose in the late Victorian
world.

Ask Alice: A Novel
Michael Moorcock's most infamous antihero continues his epic and hilariously
distasteful escapades in this fantastic fourth installment of the Pyat quartet.
Picking up where Jerusalem Commands left off, bisexual, cocaine-loving, Jewish
anti-Semite Pyat enthusiastically embraces Fascism and manages to insinuate
himself into Mussolini’s inner circle. Sent by the fascist dictator on a secret mission
to Munich, he becomes embroiled in Nazi Party intrigue and ultimately finds
himself in the Dachau concentration camp. Thirty years later, having incredibly
survived both Dachau and the Spanish Civil War, Pyat’s tale winds down as he
recounts his adventures to a writer named Moorcock. From Pyat’s friendships with
murderous dictators to his perverted sex acts with Nazi storm troopers, this book
serves up a deliciously iconoclastic feast for fans of speculative fiction.

Real Life
The second edition of this book updates and expands upon a historically important
collection of mathematical problems first published in the United States by
Birkhäuser in 1981. These problems serve as a record of the informal discussions
held by a group of mathematicians at the Scottish Café in Lwów, Poland, between
the two world wars. Many of them were leaders in the development of such areas
as functional and real analysis, group theory, measure and set theory, probability,
and topology. Finding solutions to the problems they proposed has been ongoing
since World War II, with prizes offered in many cases to those who are successful.
In the 35 years since the first edition published, several more problems have been
fully or partially solved, but even today many still remain unsolved and several
prizes remain unclaimed. In view of this, the editor has gathered new and updated
commentaries on the original 193 problems. Some problems are solved for the first
time in this edition. Included again in full are transcripts of lectures given by
Stanislaw Ulam, Mark Kac, Antoni Zygmund, Paul Erdös, and Andrzej Granas that
provide amazing insights into the mathematical environment of Lwów before World
War II and the development of The Scottish Book. Also new in this edition are a
brief history of the University of Wrocław’s New Scottish Book, created to revive
the tradition of the original, and some selected problems from it. The Scottish Book
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offers a unique opportunity to communicate with the people and ideas of a time
and place that had an enormous influence on the development of mathematics and
try their hand on the unsolved problems. Anyone in the general mathematical
community with an interest in the history of modern mathematics will find this to
be an insightful and fascinating read.

The Comedy Man
It is winter, somewhere in the United Kingdom, and an eight-year-old boy is
removed from his home and family in the middle of the night. He learns that he is
the victim of an extraordinary experiment. In an attempt to reform society, the
government has divided the population into four groups, each representing a
different personality type. The land, too, has been divided into quarters. Borders
have been established, reinforced by concrete walls, armed guards and rolls of
razor wire. Plunged headlong into this brave new world, the boy tries to make the
best of things, unaware that ahead of him lies a truly explosive moment, a
revelation that will challenge everything he believes in and will, in the end, put his
very life in jeopardy

Cold Warriors
Three fictional journeys in search of the place one came from, and the bitter
discoveries that lie in wait.In Real Life, a veteran of the Soho skin trade returns to
his native Norwich, only to find that the past has followed him home.In Trespass,
the former henchman of a disgraced City tycoon sits in an East coast hotel slowly
unravelling the truth about the fractures of his early life.In The Comedy Man, the
surviving half of a once-famous comedy duo tries to come to terms with the
unfinished business of his career.These three novels were originally published in
1992, 1998 and 2001. Menacing and humorous by turns, each is an intensely
imaginative exploration of the difficulties of going back to the places and people
who made us what we are. They confirm D. J. Taylor as one of the best writers of
his generation.

The Last Man in Europe
A rich and evocative portrait of one of the greatest authors of Victorian England
Who was William Makepeace Thackeray? Was he the wealthy dilettante who came
to London in the 1830s and squandered his fortune on newspapers? Was he the
impoverished freelance author of the 1840s who scrapped for every penny he
could get? Or was he the great writer who published Vanity Fair in 1847, skewering
Victorian society and ensuring his literary legacy? Throughout the many phases of
his life, Thackeray remained an enigma. He was friendly but standoffish, generous
yet miserly, confident and utterly terrified of failure. A century and a half after
Thackeray’s death, D. J. Taylor has produced a biography that tackles the
complexities of these contradictions and restores Thackeray to his place in the
literary pantheon. His fortune lost by the time he was thirty, his personal life in
constant torment, Thackeray’s story is as dramatic as that of any of his characters.
In Thackeray, the man can finally be seen in full.
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What You Didn't Miss
Winner of the Whitbread Biography Award: A “profoundly moving [and] definitive”
portrait of George Orwell, author of 1984 and larger-than-life literary genius (The
Daily Telegraph). It was not easy to bury George Orwell. After a lifetime of
iconoclasm, during which he professed no interest in religion and no affiliation with
any church, he asked to be buried in an Anglican churchyard—but none would
have him. Orwell’s friends fought for him to have a proper grave, however, and the
author of 1984, Animal Farm, and Homage to Catalonia, among other brilliant
works of prose, poetry, and journalism, was laid to rest in a quiet country
cemetery. Almost immediately, his legacy was in dispute. Orwell did not want any
biographies written of him, but that has not stopped scholars from trying. Of all
those published since the author’s death in 1950, D. J. Taylor’s prize-winning book
is considered the most definitive. Born in India, Orwell spent his forty-six years of
life traveling the British Empire and confronting the world head on. From the
trenches of Spain to the top of bestseller lists, Taylor presents Orwell fully—as a
writer, social critic, and human being.

English Settlement
Cloud physics has achieved such a voluminous literature over the past few
decades that a significant quantitative study of the entire field would prove
unwieldy. This book concentrates on one major aspect: cloud microphysics, which
involves the processes that lead to the formation of individual cloud and
precipitation particles. Common practice has shown that one may distinguish
among the following addi tional major aspects: cloud dynamics, which is concerned
with the physics respon sible for the macroscopic features of clouds; cloud
electricity, which deals with the electrical structure of clouds and the electrification
processes of cloud and precipi tation particles; and cloud optics and radar
meteorology, which describe the effects of electromagnetic waves interacting with
clouds and precipitation. Another field intimately related to cloud physics is
atmospheric chemistry, which involves the chemical composition ofthe atmosphere
and the life cycle and characteristics of its gaseous and particulate constituents. In
view of the natural interdependence of the various aspects of cloud physics, the
subject of microphysics cannot be discussed very meaningfully out of context.
Therefore, we have found it necessary to touch briefly upon a few simple and basic
concepts of cloud dynamics and thermodynamics, and to provide an account of the
major characteristics of atmospheric aerosol particles. We have also included a
separate chapter on some of the effects of electric fields and charges on the
precipitation-forming processes.

Microphysics of Clouds and Precipitation
From Carnegie Medal–winning author Mal Peet comes a sweeping coming-of-age
adventure, both harrowing and life-affirming. Born of a brief encounter between a
Liverpool prostitute and an African soldier in 1907, Beck finds himself orphaned as
a young boy and sent overseas to the Catholic Brothers in Canada. At age fifteen
he is sent to work on a farm, from which he eventually escapes. Finally in charge of
his own destiny, Beck starts westward, crossing the border into America and back,
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all while the Great Depression rages on. What will it take for Beck to understand
the agonies of his childhood and realize that love is possible?

At the Chime of a City Clock
A brilliant, invigorating account of the great writers on both sides of the Iron
Curtain who played the dangerous games of espionage, dissidence and subversion
that changed the course of the Cold War. During the Cold War, literature was both
sword and noose. Novels, essays and poems could win the hearts and minds of
those caught between the competing creeds of capitalism and communism. They
could also lead to exile, imprisonment or execution if they offended those in power.
The clandestine intelligence services of the United States, Britain and the Soviet
Union had secret agents and vast propaganda networks devoted to literary
warfare. But the battles were personal, too: friends turning on each other, lovers
cleaved by political fissures, artists undermined by inadvertent complicities. In
Cold Warriors, Harvard University’s Duncan White vividly chronicles how this
ferocious intellectual struggle was waged on both sides of the Iron Curtain. The
book has at its heart five major writers—George Orwell, Stephen Spender, Mary
McCarthy, Graham Greene and Andrei Sinyavsky—but the full cast includes a
dazzling array of giants, among them Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, John le Carré,
Richard Wright, Ernest Hemingway, Boris Pasternak, Gioconda Belli, Arthur
Koestler, Vaclav Havel, Joan Didion, Isaac Babel, Howard Fast, Lillian Hellman,
Mikhail Sholokhov —and scores more. Spanning decades and continents and
spectacularly meshing gripping narrative with perceptive literary detective work,
Cold Warriors is a welcome reminder that, at a moment when ignorance is
celebrated and reading seen as increasingly irrelevant, writers and books can
change the world. Cold Warriors includes 20-30 black-and-white photographs.

A Clergyman's Daughter
A Times Book of the Year 2019 'You should not deny yourself the pleasure of
reading it' Sunday Times 'A remarkable work and an important addition to the
extraordinary wartime history of literary London' Literary Review Who were the
Lost Girls? At least a dozen or so young women at large in Blitz-era London have a
claim to this title. But Lost Girls concentrates on just four: Lys Lubbock, Sonia
Brownell, Barbara Skelton and Janetta Parlade. Chic, glamorous and bohemian, as
likely to be found living in a rat-haunted maisonette as dining at the Ritz, they cut
a swathe through English literary and artistic life in the 1940s. Three of them had
affairs with Lucian Freud. One of them married George Orwell. Another became the
mistress of the King of Egypt and was flogged by him on the steps of the Royal
Palace. And all of them were associated with the decade's most celebrated literary
magazine, Horizon, and its charismatic editor Cyril Connolly. Lys, Sonia, Barbara
and Janetta had very different - and sometimes explosive personalities - but taken
together they form a distinctive part of the war-time demographic: bright,
beautiful, independent-minded women with tough upbringings behind them
determined to make the most of their lives in a highly uncertain environment.
Theirs was the world of the buzz bomb, the cocktail party behind blackout curtains,
the severed hand seen on the pavement in the Bloomsbury square, the rustle of a
telegram falling through the letter-box, the hasty farewell to another half who
might not ever come back, a world of living for the moment and snatching at
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pleasure before it disappeared. But if their trail runs through vast acreages of wartime cultural life then, in the end, it returns to Connolly and his amorous webspinning, in which all four of them regularly featured and which sometimes
complicated their emotional lives to the point of meltdown. The Lost Girls were the
product of a highly artificial environment. After it came to an end - on Horizon's
closure in 1950 - their careers wound on. Later they would have affairs with dukes,
feature in celebrity divorce cases and make appearances in the novels of George
Orwell, Evelyn Waugh, Anthony Powell and Nancy Mitford. The last of them Janetta - died as recently as three months ago. However tiny their number, they
are a genuine missing link between the first wave of newly-liberated young women
of the post-Great War era and the Dionysiac free-for-all of the 1960s. Hectic,
passionate and at times unexpectedly poignant, this is their story.

100 Must-read Historical Novels
In January 1929, before 20,000 spectators, Norwich City of the Third Division South
went down 0-5 in the third round of the FA Cup to an amateur side composed of expublic school boys who disdained professional tactics in favour of instinct and
teamwork. Within a decade, the Corinthians, the club that for forty years had
supplied the entire English national side, had all but ceased to exist. The world was
changing. By the time of the last 'Gentleman vs. Players' cricket match in 1962 a
whole era in English sport had come to an end. But the passing of amateur
sportsmen - footballers, cricketers, golfers, tennis players - had implications
beyond the playing field. A century ago 'amateur' was a compliment to someone
who played a game simply for love of it. A hundred years later it is a byword for
cack-handed incompetence. In this brilliant study of the patterns of sporting and
cultural life, D J Taylor examines the process that led to professionalism's triumph
and the long rearguard action fought by sportsmen - and literature - on
amateurism's behalf. On the Corinthian Spirit has many heroes - from 'Charlie
Bam', the legendary Corinthian defender, who once played a game with a broken
leg, to the boys' school story hero Strickland of the Sixth, Old Etonian cricket-lover
George Orwell and the 14th Norwich Cub Scout XI of the early 1970s. Drawing on
his own experiences of 'amateurism', D J Taylor describes a changing moral
universe with profound consequences both for sport and the world beyond it.

On Nineteen Eighty-Four
An entertainer looks back on his life in this novel based on the rise and fall of a
famous British comedy team From the vantage point of late middle age, Edward
“Ted” King—one half of the dynamic duo Upward & King—discovers that nostalgia
isn’t what it used to be. Ted met Arthur Upward in Britain’s National Service. They
started out doing gigs at Soho cabarets, and in the mid-sixties, they took their act
on the road. By the late seventies, they were the most beloved comedians on
British television, watched by ten million viewers per week. This inventive novel,
narrated by Ted on the eve of the release of a documentary about their famous
partnership, begins with his boyhood in the farm fields of post-war Yarmouth. The
son of a shopkeeper with few aspirations, Ted soon realizes he wants to tell jokes
for a living. Then, one day in a hall at the sergeants’ mess, he sees Arthur perform
the “Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy.” He instantly senses the titanic influence the
other man will have on his life. Ted plays the straight man to Arthur’s pratfalling
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comic, and they go on to captivate a nation. Until it all goes wrong. Crosscutting
between the past and present, The Comedy Man is a poignant, funny “memoir”
that reminds us how comedy is often derived from the most serious
situations—and from the inexpressible longings of the human heart.

Gathering The Water
A wanderer struggles to understand his uncle’s downfall six years after a financial
catastrophe George Chell has never met a man as witty, as charming, or as
brilliant as his uncle. Edward Chell was a financial titan, ruling over a kingdom of
profit with an emperor’s savage grace—until a stock market crash revealed that
everything he had was built on sand. It destroyed both empire and emperor in one
fell swoop, and nephew George was cast out into the world in the aftermath. For
six years, he has wandered Britain, staying in grubby hotels and trying as hard as
he can to forget his uncle. But when an article in the Financial Times reminds him
of all he has lost, George has no choice but to confront the past in an attempt to
understand the disaster that upended his life. Raised in the provincial backwater of
a Norwich council flat, George was dazzled by the bright lights of the London
financial world—but to save himself, he will have to look at that world with new
eyes.

The Windsor Faction
It is 1847, northern England, and Charles Weightman has been given the
unenviable task of overseeing the flooding of the Forge Valley and evicting its
lingering inhabitants. Weightman is heartily resented by these locals, and he
himself is increasingly unconvinced both of the wisdom of his appointment and of
the integrity and motives of the company men who posted him there. He finds
some solace, however, in his enigmatic neighbour, Mary Latimer. Caring for her
mad sister, Mary is also an outsider, and a companionship develops between the
two of them which offers them both some comfort and support in their mutual
isolation. As winter closes steadily in and as the waters begin to rise in the Forge
Valley, it becomes increasingly evident that the man-made deluge cannot be
avoided; not by the locals desperate to save their homes, nor by the reluctant
agent of their destruction, Weightman himself. In a masterful new novel, Edric
captures powerful human emotions with grace and precision. The hauntingly
resonant backdrop to this story of David and Goliath marks Edric's dramatic return
to historical literary fiction.

Lost Girls
A literary tour-de-force ranging from the American frontier to Edwardian England
and the decadent carousing of the Bright Young People of London's jazz age. 1904.
A pretty young woman travels apprehensively across the American prairies; on a
whim she makes a bold decision, grabbing her future with both hands. A quarter of
a century later, in the brightly colored world of London high life, Alice Keach is
queen among society hostesses. Her face stares from every gossip column. Behind
her lie a marriage to a wealthy landowner and a career as a celebrated actress. But
Alice has a secret, whose roots run five thousand miles away to that Kansas train
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ride, and a chain of connection with the potential to blow her comfortable
existence apart. Ranging from the Dakota Badlands to the drawing rooms of
Mayfair and the casting couches of the Edwardian theater, Ask Alice is a
remarkable novel that confirms D. J. Taylor as a writer of the highest intellect,
vision, and imagination.

Living on Paper
Gossipy journalists, revolutionary poets, political novelists and influential
professors: take a tour of twentieth century literary culture. The book DJ Taylor was
born to write: award-winning literary biographer (won Whitbread Prize for
biography of George Orwell), esteemed journalist and novelist (longlisted for
Booker for Derby Day) is the expert on 20th century literary culture: he's lived and
worked through half of it! Gossipy and entertaining: a fantastic read, full of juicy
details and hilarious anecdotes about the great minds of the twentieth century.
Insight into our world: shines a light on readers, writers, publishers, booksellers,
magazine editors - and holds them up for scrutiny.

New Grub Street
Summer 1931 in seedy Bayswater and James Ross is on his uppers. An aspiring
writer whose stories nobody will buy ('It's the slump'), with a landlady harassing
him for unpaid rent and occasional sleepless nights spent in the waiting room at
King's Cross Station, he is reduced to selling carpet-cleaning lotion door-to-door.
His prospects brighten when he meets the glamorous Suzi ('the red hair and the
tight jumper weren't a false card: she really was a looker and no mistake'), but
their relationship turns out to be a source of increasing bafflement. Who is her
boss, the mysterious Mr Rasmussen - whose face bears a startling resemblance to
one of the portraits in Police News - and why he so interested in the abandoned
premises above the Cornhill jeweller's shop? Worse, mysterious Mr Haversham
from West End Central is starting to take an interest in his affairs. With a brief to
keep an eye on Schmiegelow, James finds himself staying incognito at a grand
Society weekend at a country house in Sussex, where the truth - about Suzi and
her devious employer - comes as an unexpected shock. Set against a backdrop of
the 1931 financial crisis and the abandonment of the Gold Standard, acted out in
shabby bed-sitters and Lyons tea-shops, At the Chime of a City Clock is an
authentic slice of Thirties comedy-noir. Praise for Kept: A Victorian Mystery: 'Very
entertaining and well done, with a sharp appreciation for the details' The Times 'An
ingenious tale of madness, murder and deception.' The Guardian 'A stylish pageturner all done with humour and cunning.' Sunday Telegraph

Causation and Counterfactuals
A screenwriter is about to discover that in life there are no rewrites Martin Benson
writes scripts for porn films. He didn’t always aspire to be a screenwriter; he once
had dreams of becoming a great journalist. But life has a way of interfering with
the best-laid plans. In this darkly captivating novel, Martin shares the story of his
past— and a future that is yet to be written. Martin’s search for that elusive thing
called happiness takes him back to the Norfolk village of his youth. There, he
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meets and moves in with schoolteacher Suzi Richards, whose biological clock is
ticking. But he is haunted by Elaine Keenan, the gorgeous actress who got away.
Then one day the phone rings, sending Martin on a search for his lost love and a
final reckoning with the past. Filled with angst and longing, Real Life charts one
man’s course back through his own history—a witty, lively account that blurs the
line between art and reality, with an ending you will never see coming.

Kept
Since the late 1990s, Private Eye's 'What You Didn't Miss' column has trained a
vigilant lens on some of the great literary reputations of our age. Highlights of this
bumper selection include Martin Amis exploring the sexual revolution of the 1960s,
A.S. Byatt rewriting the Norse myths and the late Anthony Powell reflecting on his
death. There are verse contributions from such distinguished contemporary poets
as Seamus Heaney, Clive James and Sir Andrew Motion and a host of biographical
subjects ranging from Hugh Trevor-Roper to the Bloomsbury Group. Edited and
introduced by D.J. Taylor, What You Didn't Miss Part 94 doubles up as both an
hilarious collection of literary lampoons and an alternative history of modern
English Literature.

Orwell
The Road to Wigan Pier is Orwell's 1937 study of poverty and working-class life in
northern England.

The New Book of Snobs
'Hugely enjoyable' AN Wilson, Sunday Times 'Thoughtful, entertaining and
enjoyable' Michael Gove, Book of the Week, The Times Inspired by William
Makepeace Thackeray, the first great analyst of snobbery, and his trail-blazing The
Book of Snobs (1848), D. J. Taylor brings us a field guide to the modern snob. Short
of calling someone a racist or a paedophile, one of the worst charges you can lay
at anybody's door in the early twenty-first century is to suggest that they happen
to be a snob. But what constitutes snobbishness? Who are the snobs and where
are they to be found? Are you a snob? Am I? What are the distinguishing marks?
Snobbery is, in fact, one of the keys to contemporary British life, as vital to the
backstreet family on benefits as the proprietor of the grandest stately home, and
an essential element of their view of who of they are and what the world might be
thought to owe them. The New Book of Snobs will take a marked interest in
language, the vocabulary of snobbery - as exemplified in the 'U' and 'Non U'
controversy of the 1950s - being a particular field in which the phenomenon
consistently makes its presence felt, and alternate social analysis with sketches of
groups and individuals on the Thackerayan principle. Prepare to meet the Political
Snob, the City Snob, the Technology Snob, the Property Snob, the Rural Snob, the
Literary Snob, the Working-class Snob, the Sporting Snob, the Popular Cultural
Snob and the Food Snob.

Trespass
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Historical fiction is a hugely popular genre of fiction providing fictional accounts or
dramatizations of historical figures or events. This latest guide in the highly
successful Bloomsbury Must-Reads series depicts 100 of the finest novels
published in this sector, with a further 500 recommendations. A wide range of
classic works and key authors are covered: Peter Ackroyd, Margaret Attwood,
Sarah Waters, Victor Hugo and Robert Louis Stevenson to name a few. If you want
to expand your reading in this area, or gain a deeper understanding of the genre this is the best place to start! Inside you'll find: - An extended Introduction to
historical fiction - 100 titles highlighted A-Z by novel with 500 Read-on
recommendations - Read-on-a-theme categories - Award winners and book club
recommendations

The Road to Wigan Pier
If Wallis Simpson had not died on the operating table in December 1936, Edward
VIII would not have been King of England three years later. He would have
abdicated for “the woman he loves,” but now, the throne beckons. If Henry
Bannister’s car had not careered off the Colombo back-road in the summer before
the war, Cynthia Kirkpatrick would never have found out about The Faction. It is
autumn 1939, and everything in history is just as it was. Except, that is, for the
identity of the man in Buckingham Palace and the existence of a secret
organization operating at the highest levels of society and determined to derail the
war effort against Nazi Germany. From the staff of the newly founded literary
magazine, Duration, hunkered down in their Bloomsbury square, and the country
house parties full of renegade Tory MPs, to Tyler Kent, the Embassy cipher clerk
with his sheaf of stolen presidential telegrams, the journalist Beverley Nichols
deviously at work on an alternative King’s Speech, while a Lancashire lad named
Rodney nervously runs errands from his Maida Vale antiques shop to the House of
Commons. The Windsor Faction is an ingenious exercise in might-have-been, which
assembles a cast of real and imaginary people in a horrifyingly plausible
reinvention of history.

Divided Kingdom
A collection of important recent work on thecounterfactual analysis of causation.

Bright Young People
Great Eastern Land
In lively, accessible prose, Victorians Undone fills the space where the body ought
to be, proposing new ways of thinking and writing about flesh in the nineteenth
century.

Ask Alice: A Novel
When Henry Ireland dies unexpectedly from what appears to be a riding accident
in August 1863, the failed landowner leaves behind little save his high-strung
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young widow, Isabel—who somehow ends up in the home of Ireland's friend James
Dixey. A celebrated naturalist, Dixey collects strange trophies in his secluded,
decaying manse and has questionable associations with rather unsavory
characters—including a pair of thuggish poachers named Dewar and Dunbar.
Dixey's precocious, inquisitive young servant, Esther, cannot turn a blind eye to
the suspicious activities surrounding her. While in the crime-ridden streets of
London, a determined captain of Scotland Yard follows the threads that may well
link a daring train robbery to the disappearance of a disturbed heiress as well as to
the possible murder of Henry Ireland. D. J. Taylor's Kept is a gorgeously intricate,
dazzling reinvention of Victorian life and passions that is also a riveting
investigation into some of the darkest, most secret chambers of the human heart.

Victorians Undone
Before the media circus of Britney, Paris, and our modern obsession with celebrity,
there were the Bright Young People, a voraciously pleasure-seeking band of
bohemian party-givers and blue-blooded socialites who romped through the gossip
columns of 1920s London. Evelyn Waugh immortalized their slang, their pranks,
and their tragedies in his novels, and over the next half century, many—from Cecil
Beaton to Nancy Mitford and John Betjeman—would become household names. But
beneath the veneer of hedonism and practical jokes was a tormented generation,
brought up in the shadow of war. Sparkling talent was too often brought low by
alcoholism and addiction. Drawing on the virtuosic and often wrenching writings of
the Bright Young People themselves, the biographer and novelist D. J. Taylor has
produced an enthralling account of an age of fleeting brilliance.

Derby Day
A literary tour-de-force ranging from the American frontier to Edwardian England
and the decadent carousing of the Bright Young People of London's jazz age. 1904.
A pretty young woman travels apprehensively across the American prairies; on a
whim she makes a bold decision, grabbing her future with both hands. A quarter of
a century later, in the brightly colored world of London high life, Alice Keach is
queen among society hostesses. Her face stares from every gossip column. Behind
her lie a marriage to a wealthy landowner and a career as a celebrated actress. But
Alice has a secret, whose roots run five thousand miles away to that Kansas train
ride, and a chain of connection with the potential to blow her comfortable
existence apart. Ranging from the Dakota Badlands to the drawing rooms of
Mayfair and the casting couches of the Edwardian theater, Ask Alice is a
remarkable novel that confirms D. J. Taylor as a writer of the highest intellect,
vision, and imagination.
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