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The Speech
James A. Garfield was one of the most extraordinary men ever elected president.
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Born into abject poverty, he rose to become a wunderkind scholar, a Civil War
hero, and a renowned and admired reformist congressman. Nominated for
president against his will, he engaged in a fierce battle with the corrupt political
establishment. But four months after his inauguration, a deranged office seeker
tracked Garfield down and shot him in the back. But the shot didn’t kill Garfield.
The drama of what happened subsequently is a powerful story of a nation in turmoil. The unhinged assassin’s half-delivered strike shattered the fragile national
mood of a country so recently fractured by civil war, and left the wounded
president as the object of a bitter behind-the-scenes struggle for power—over his
administration, over the nation’s future, and, hauntingly, over his medical care. A
team of physicians administered shockingly archaic treatments, to disastrous
effect. As his condition worsened, Garfield received help: Alexander Graham Bell,
the inventor of the telephone, worked around the clock to invent a new device
capable of finding the bullet. Meticulously researched, epic in scope, and pulsating
with an intimate human focus and high-velocity narrative drive, The Destiny of the
Republic will stand alongside The Devil in the White City and The Professor and the
Madman as a classic of narrative history.

Off the Beaten Page
From Hampton Sides’s Ghost Soldiers, a gripping narrative of World War II POWs on
the brink of freedom. The men of Cabanatuan had been held by the Japanese since
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the Bataan Death March, in increasingly dire circumstances. With the war turning
in the Americans’ favor, the POWs worried that their captors would murder them all
in the frenzy of an all-out withdrawal. Then one day in early January, 1945, the
prison guards simply left. For a brief moment the haggard survivors of Cabanatuan
were given the keys to their prison, though swift death was promised to anyone
who dared leave. The prisoners waited nervously, all while (unbeknownst to them)
a daring raid was being planned which would result in their rescue or their end.
This is Hampton Sides at his most riveting, a fitting tribute to these soldiers who
would be prisoners no more. An eBook short.

Take This Man
The New York Times bestselling author of The House of the Spirits and A Long Petal
of the Sea tells the story of one unforgettable woman—a slave and concubine
determined to take control of her own destiny—in this sweeping historical novel
that moves from the sugar plantations of Saint-Domingue to the lavish parlors of
New Orleans at the turn of the 19th century “Allende is a master storyteller at the
peak of her powers.”—Los Angeles Times The daughter of an African mother she
never knew and a white sailor, Zarité—known as Tété—was born a slave on the
island of Saint-Domingue. Growing up amid brutality and fear, Tété found solace in
the traditional rhythms of African drums and the mysteries of voodoo. Her life
changes when twenty-year-old Toulouse Valmorain arrives on the island in 1770 to
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run his father’s plantation, Saint Lazare. Overwhelmed by the challenges of his
responsibilities and trapped in a painful marriage, Valmorain turns to his teenaged
slave Tété, who becomes his most important confidant. The indelible bond they
share will connect them across four tumultuous decades and ultimately define
their lives.

Behind the Dream
Hellhound on His Trail is the story of two very different men whose lives
catastrophically interweaved over the course of some nine months in the late
1960s: one was a thief and con man called James Earl Ray, the other one of the
greatest American figures of the twentieth century, Martin Luther King Jr. Hampton
Sides follows in Ray's footsteps as he escapes from prison, creates a new identity
for himself and becomes convinced of his mission to kill King. Hellhound on His
Trail is equally the story of King himself in his last months, fighting to keep his
ideals alive in the face of intensive FBI surveillance and his own exhausted
frustration. With relentless storytelling drive, Sides follows Ray and King as they
crisscross the country, one stalking the other, until the fateful moment, on 4 April
1968 at a Memphis hotel, when the drifter finally caught up with his prey.
Nationwide riots were sparked by the assassination, followed by the largest
manhunt in American history.
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Building Time at Brushy
The man sentenced to a life term for murdering Martin Luther King, Jr., tells his
story, asserting his innocence and arguing that Hoover's FBI plotted to kill King

Hounded
A tragic landmark in the civil rights movement, the Lorraine Motel in Memphis is
best known for what occurred there on April 4, 1968. As he stood on the balcony of
Room 306, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated, ending a golden age of
nonviolent resistance, and sparking riots in more than one hundred cities. Formerly
a seedy, segregated motel, and prior to that a brothel, the motel quickly achieved
the status of national shrine. The motel attracts a variety of pilgrims—white
politicians seeking photo ops, aging civil rights leaders, New Age musicians, and
visitors to its current incarnation, the National Civil Rights Museum. A moving and
emotional account that comprises a panorama of voices, Room 306 is an important
oral history unlike any other.

Manhunt
A 2019 Coretta Scott King Illustrator Honor Book * A School Library Journal Best
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Book of the Year * A Booklist Editors' Choice * A Kirkus Reviews Best Children's
Book * Booklist Top 10 Diverse Books for Middle Grade or Older Readers * A
Chicago Public Library Best of the Best Books "(A) history that everyone should
know: required and inspired." - Kirkus Reviews, starred review This historical fiction
picture book presents the story of nine-year-old Lorraine Jackson, who in 1968
witnessed the Memphis sanitation strike--Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s final stand for
justice before his assassination--when her father, a sanitation worker, participated
in the protest. In February 1968, two African American sanitation workers were
killed by unsafe equipment in Memphis, Tennessee. Outraged at the city's refusal
to recognize a labor union that would fight for higher pay and safer working
conditions, sanitation workers went on strike. The strike lasted two months, during
which Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was called to help with the protests. While his
presence was greatly inspiring to the community, this unfortunately would be his
last stand for justice. He was assassinated in his Memphis hotel the day after
delivering his "I've Been to the Mountaintop" sermon in Mason Temple Church.
Inspired by the memories of a teacher who participated in the strike as a child,
author Alice Faye Duncan reveals the story of the Memphis sanitation strike from
the perspective of a young girl with a riveting combination of poetry and prose.

Ghost Soldiers
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Memphis, Martin, and the Mountaintop
A compelling dual biography of two complex men, Malcolm X and Dr Martin Luther
King.

The Gatekeepers
On September 15, 1963, a Klan-planted bomb went off in the 16th Street Baptist
Church in Birmingham, Alabama. Fourteen-year-old Carolyn Maull was just a few
feet away when the bomb exploded, killing four of her friends in the girl’s restroom
she had just exited. It was one of the seminal moments in the Civil Rights
movement, a sad day in American history . . . and the turning point in a young
girl’s life. While the World Watched is a poignant and gripping eyewitness account
of life in the Jim Crow South: from the bombings, riots, and assassinations to the
historic marches and triumphs that characterized the Civil Rights movement. A
uniquely moving exploration of how racial relations have evolved over the past 5
decades, While the World Watched is an incredible testament to how far we’ve
come and how far we have yet to go.

The Toss of a Lemon
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A linguist and author shares what she discovered about Mandarin, China's most
common language, while living in Shanghai and Beijing, and describes how it
provided a window into her understanding of the romance, protocol, humor, and
relationships within modern China.

Hellhound on His Trail: The Electrifying Account of the Largest
Manhunt in American History
A “well-chosen anthology of the radical historian’s prodigious output,” from A
People’s History of the United States and lesser known sources (Kirkus Reviews).
When Howard Zinn died in early 2010, millions of Americans mourned the loss of
one of the nation’s foremost intellectual and political guides; a historian, activist,
and truth-teller who, in the words of the New York Times’s Bob Herbert, “peel[ed]
back the rosy veneer of much of American history to reveal sordid realities that
had remained hidden for too long.” A collection designed to highlight Zinn’s
essential writings, The Indispensable Zinn includes excerpts from Zinn’s bestselling
A People’s History of the United States; his memoir, You Can’t Be Neutral on a
Moving Train; his inspiring writings on the civil rights movement, and the full text
of his celebrated play, Marx in Soho. Noted historian and activist Timothy Patrick
McCarthy provides essential historical and biographical context for each selection.
With a foreword by Noam Chomsky and an afterword from Zinn’s former Spellman
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College student and longtime friend, Alice Walker, The Indispensable Zinn is both a
fitting tribute to the legacy of a man whose “work changed the way millions of
people saw the past,” and a powerful and accessible introduction for anyone
coming to Zinn’s essential body of work for the first time (Noam Chomsky).

The Language of the Blues
A “superbly done” novel of a woman, her family, and a village in India that “makes
a vanished world feel completely authentic” (Booklist). Sivakami was married at
ten, widowed at eighteen, and left with two children. According to the dictates of
her caste, her head is shaved and she puts on widow’s whites. From dawn to dusk,
she is not allowed to contaminate herself with human touch, not even to comfort
her small children. Sivakami dutifully follows custom, except for one defiant act:
She moves back to her dead husband’s house to raise her children. There, her
servant Muchami, a closeted gay man who is bound by a different caste’s rules,
becomes her public face. Their singular relationship holds three generations of the
family together through the turbulent first half of the twentieth century, as India
endures great social and political change. But as time passes, the family changes,
too; Sivakami’s son will question the strictures of the very beliefs that his mother
has scrupulously upheld. The Toss of a Lemon is heartbreaking and exhilarating,
profoundly exotic yet utterly recognizable in evoking the tensions that change
brings to every family.
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Killing the Dream
A deep dive into James Earl Ray’s role in the national tragedy: “Superb . . . a model
of investigation . . . as gripping as a first-class detective story” (The New York
Times). On April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. was killed in Memphis, Tennessee,
by a single assassin’s bullet. A career criminal named James Earl Ray was seen
fleeing from a rooming house that overlooked the hotel balcony from where King
was cut down. An international manhunt ended two months later with Ray’s
capture. Though Ray initially pled guilty, he quickly recanted and for the rest of his
life insisted he was an unwitting pawn in a grand conspiracy. In Killing the Dream,
expert investigative reporter Gerald Posner reexamines Ray and the evidence,
even tracking down the mystery man Ray claimed was the conspiracy’s
mastermind. Beginning with an authoritative biography of Ray’s life, and
continuing with a gripping account of the assassination and its aftermath, Posner
cuts through phony witnesses, false claims, and a web of misinformation
surrounding that tragic spring day in 1968. He puts Ray’s conspiracy theory to rest
and ultimately manages to disclose what really happened the day King was
murdered.

Dreaming in Chinese
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A two-time National Book Award finalist delivers a stirring tale of the passions tender, obsessive, even murderous - that are unleashed by a wartime love triangle.
Seventeen-year-old Wyatt Hillyer is suddenly orphaned when his parents, within
hours of each other, jump off two different bridges - the result of their separate
involvements with the same compelling neighbor, a Halifax switchboard operator
and aspiring actress. The suicides cause Wyatt to move to small-town Middle
Economy to live with his uncle, aunt, and ravishing cousin Tilda. Setting in motion
the novel's chain of life-altering passions and the wartime perfidy at its core is the
arrival of the German student Hans Mohring, carrying only a satchel. Actual
historical incidents - including a German U-boat's sinking of the Nova ScotiaNewfoundland ferry Caribou - lend intense narrative power to Norman's uncannily
layered story. Wyatt's account of the astonishing events leading up to his fathering
of a beloved daughter spills out twenty-one years later. What Is Left the Daughter
is Howard Norman at his celebrated best. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Lee Harvey Oswald: 48 Hours to Live
Only Ernest Withers, a key figure in the civil rights movement, could have
delivered such iconic photographs—and the kind of information the FBI wanted . . .
Renowned photographer Ernest Withers captured some of the most stunning
moments of the civil rights era—from the age-defining snapshot of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., riding one of the first integrated buses in Montegomery, to the
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haunting photo of Emmett Till’s great-uncle pointing an accusing finger at his
nephew’s killers. He was trusted and beloved by King’s inner circle, and had a front
row seat to history . . . but few people know that Withers was also an informant for
the FBI. Memphis journalist Marc Perrusquia broke the story of Withers’s secret life
after a long investigation culminating in a landmark lawsuit against the
government to release hundreds of once-classified FBI documents. Those files
confirmed that, from 1958 to 1976, Withers helped the Bureau monitor pillars of
the movement including Dr. Martin Luther King and others, as well as dozens of
civil rights foot soldiers. Now, on the fiftieth anniversary of King’s assasination, A
Spy in Canaan explores the life, complex motivations, and legacy of this
fascinating figure Ernest Withers, as well as the dark shadow that era’s culture of
surveillance has cast on our own time. Includes an 8-page, black-and-white photo
insert.

The Book of Isaias
In the summer of 1846, the Army of the West marched through Santa Fe, en route
to invade and occupy the Western territories claimed by Mexico. Fueled by the new
ideology of “Manifest Destiny,” this land grab would lead to a decades-long battle
between the United States and the Navajos, the fiercely resistant rulers of a huge
swath of mountainous desert wilderness.In Blood and Thunder, Hampton Sides
gives us a magnificent history of the American conquest of the West. At the center
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of this sweeping tale is Kit Carson, the trapper, scout, and soldier whose
adventures made him a legend. Sides shows us how this illiterate mountain man
understood and respected the Western tribes better than any other American, yet
willingly followed orders that would ultimately devastate the Navajo nation. Rich in
detail and spanning more than three decades, this is an essential addition to our
understanding of how the West was really won. From the Trade Paperback edition.

While the World Watched
A re-examination of the 1968 assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., argues that
convicted killer James Earl Ray did not act alone, offers a look at Ray's life, his
encounters with the feds and the mob, and the crime itself.

Going Free
The murder of Abraham Lincoln set off the greatest manhunt in American history -the pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth. From April 14 to April 26, 1865, the
assassin led Union cavalry and detectives on a wild twelve-day chase through the
streets of Washington, D.C., across the swamps of Maryland, and into the forests of
Virginia, while the nation, still reeling from the just-ended Civil War, watched in
horror and sadness. At the very center of this story is John Wilkes Booth, America's
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notorious villain. A Confederate sympathizer and a member of a celebrated acting
family, Booth threw away his fame and wealth for a chance to avenge the South's
defeat. For almost two weeks, he confounded the manhunters, slipping away from
their every move and denying them the justice they sought. Based on rare archival
materials, obscure trial transcripts, and Lincoln's own blood relics, Manhunt is a
fully documented work, but it is also a fascinating tale of murder, intrigue, and
betrayal. A gripping hour-by-hour account told through the eyes of the hunted and
the hunters, this is history as you've never read it before.

Destiny of the Republic
Harley-Davidson bikers . . . Grand Canyon river rats. . . Mormon archaeologists . . .
Spelling bee prodigies . . . For more than fifteen years, best-selling author and
historian Hampton Sides has traveled widely across the continent exploring the
America that lurks just behind the scrim of our mainstream culture. Reporting for
Outside, The New Yorker, and NPR, among other national media, the awardwinning journalist has established a reputation not only as a wry observer of the
contemporary American scene but also as one of our more inventive and versatile
practitioners of narrative non-fiction. In these two dozen pieces, collected here for
the first time, Sides gives us a fresh, alluring, and at times startling America
brimming with fascinating subcultures and bizarre characters who could live
nowhere else. Following Sides, we crash the redwood retreat of an apparent cabal
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of fabulously powerful military-industrialists, drop in on the Indy 500 of bass
fishing, and join a giant techno-rave at the lip of the Grand Canyon. We meet a
diverse gallery of American visionaries— from the impossibly perky founder of
Tupperware to Indian radical Russell Means to skateboarding legend Tony Hawk.
We retrace the route of the historic Bataan Death March with veterans from Sides’
acclaimed WWII epic, Ghost Soldiers. Sides also examines the nation that has
emerged from the ashes of September 11, recounting the harrowing journeys of
three World Trade Center survivors and deciding at the last possible minute not to
"embed" on the Iraqi front-lines with the U.S. Marines. Americana gives us a
sparkling mosaic of our country, in all its wild and poignant charm.

In the Kingdom of Ice
Follows Lee Harvey Oswald in the forty-eight hours after John F. Kennedy was shot,
drawing from photos and recently declassified documents to examine whether he
pulled the trigger, and, if so, if he acted alone.

Who Killed Martin Luther King?
Illuminating the moral dilemmas that lie at the heart of a slaveholding society, this
book tells the story of a young slave who was sexually exploited by her master and
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ultimately executed for his murder. Celia was only fourteen years old when she
was acquired by John Newsom, an aging widower and one of the most prosperous
and respected citizens of Callaway County, Missouri. The pattern of sexual abuse
that would mark their entire relationship began almost immediately. After
purchasing Celia in a neighboring county, Newsom raped her on the journey back
to his farm. He then established her in a small cabin near his house and visited her
regularly (most likely with the knowledge of the son and two daughters who lived
with him). Over the next five years, Celia bore Newsom two children; meanwhile,
she became involved with a slave named George and resolved at his insistence to
end the relationship with her master. When Newsom refused, Celia one night
struck him fatally with a club and disposed of his body in her fireplace. Her act
quickly discovered, Celia was brought to trial. She received a surprisingly vigorous
defense from her court-appointed attorneys, who built their case on a state law
allowing women the use of deadly force to defend their honor. Nevertheless, the
court upheld the tenets of a white social order that wielded almost total control
over the lives of slaves. Celia was found guilty and hanged. Melton A. McLaurin
uses Celia's story to reveal the tensions that strained the fabric of antebellum
southern society. Celia's case demonstrates how one master's abuse of power over
a single slave forced whites to make moral decisions about the nature of slavery.
McLaurin focuses sharply on the role of gender, exploring the degree to which
female slaves were sexually exploited, the conditions that often prevented white
women from stopping such abuse, and the inability of male slaves to defend slave
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women. Setting the case in the context of the 1850s slavery debates, he also
probes the manner in which the legal system was used to justify slavery. By
granting slaves certain statutory rights (which were usually rendered meaningless
by the customary prerogatives of masters), southerners could argue that they
observed moral restraint in the operations of their peculiar institution. An
important addition to our understanding of the pre-Civil War era, Celia, A Slave is
also an intensely compelling narrative of one woman pushed beyond the limits of
her endurance by a system that denied her humanity at the most basic level.

To Kill a Black Man
Truth at Last
"A chronicle of the extraordinary feats of heroism by Marines called on to do the
impossible during the greatest battle of the Korean War."--Provided by publisher.

Room 306
"I have a dream." When those words were spoken on the steps of the Lincoln
Memorial on August 28, 1963, the crowd stood, electrified, as Martin Luther King,
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Jr. brought the plight of African Americans to the public consciousness and firmly
established himself as one of the greatest orators of all time. Behind the Dream is
a thrilling, behind-the-scenes account of the weeks leading up to the great event,
as told by Clarence Jones, co-writer of the speech and close confidant to King.
Jones was there, on the road, collaborating with the great minds of the time, and
hammering out the ideas and the speech that would shape the civil rights
movement and inspire Americans for years to come.

Southern Cross the Dog
The vivid history of Beale Street—a lost world of swaggering musicians, glamorous
madams, and ruthless politicians—and the battle for the soul of Memphis.
Following the Civil War, Beale Street in Memphis, Tennessee, thrived as a cauldron
of sex and song, violence and passion. But out of this turmoil emerged a center of
black progress, optimism, and cultural ferment. Preston Lauterbach tells this vivid,
fascinating story through the multigenerational saga of a family whose ambition,
race pride, and moral complexity indelibly shaped the city that would loom so large
in American life. Robert Church, who would become “the South’s first black
millionaire,” was a mulatto slave owned by his white father. Having survived a
deadly race riot in 1866, Church constructed an empire of vice in the booming river
town. He made a fortune with saloons, gambling, and—shockingly—white
prostitution. But he also nurtured the militant journalism of Ida B. Wells and helped
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revolutionize American music through the work of composer W.C. Handy, the man
who claimed to have invented the blues. In the face of Jim Crow, the Church
fortune helped fashion the most powerful black political organization of the early
twentieth century. Robert and his son, Bob Jr., bought and sold property, founded a
bank, and created a park and auditorium for their people finer than the places
whites had forbidden them to attend. However, the Church family operated
through a tense arrangement with the Democrat machine run by the notorious E.
H. “Boss” Crump, who stole elections and controlled city hall. The battle between
this black dynasty and the white political machine would define the future of
Memphis. Brilliantly researched and swiftly plotted, Beale Street Dynasty offers a
captivating account of one of America’s iconic cities—by one of our most talented
narrative historians.

Hellhound On His Trail
A comprehensive dictionary of blues lyrics invites listeners to interpret what they
hear in blues songs and blues culture, including excerpts from original interviews
with Dr. John, Bonnie Raitt, Hubert Sumlin, Buddy Guy, and many others.

Hellhound on his Trail
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Celia, a Slave
Chronicles the daring mission of the elite U.S. Army Sixth Ranger Battalion to slip
behind enemy lines in the Phillipines and rescue the 513 American and British
POWs who had spent over three years in a hellish, Japanese-run camp near
Cabanatuan. Reprint. 300,000 first printing.

Truth Has a Power of Its Own
A social analysis of eight uniquely American groups, from the Bohemian Club to the
Church of God in Christ, shows to what extent American identities are shaped by
involvement in groups and pastimes. 50,000 first printing. $50,000 ad/promo. Tour.

Dangerous Friendship
In a green town in the middle of America, a bright 18-year-old Hispanic student
named Isaias Ramos sets out on the journey to college. Isaias, who passed a
prestigious national calculus test as a junior and leads the quiz bowl team, is the
hope of Kingsbury High in Memphis, a school where many students have difficulty
reading. But Kingsbury’s dysfunction, expensive college fees, and forms printed in
a language that’s foreign to his parents are all obstacles in the way of getting him
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to a university. Isaias also doubts the value of college and says he might go to
work in his family’s painting business after high school, despite his academic
potential. Is Isaias making a rational choice? Or does he simply hope to avoid pain
by deferring dreams that may not come to fruition? This is what journalist Daniel
Connolly attempts to uncover in The Book of Isaias as he follows Isaias, peers into
a tumultuous final year of high school, and, eventually, shows how adults intervene
in the hopes of changing Isaias’ life. Mexican immigration has brought the
proportion of Hispanics in the nation’s youth population to roughly one in four.
Every day, children of immigrants make decisions about their lives that will shape
our society and economy for generations. This engaging, poignant book captures
an American microcosm and illustrates broader challenges for our collective future.

The Indispensable Zinn
The award-winning author of The Madonnas of Echo Park traces his turbulent
childhood under the shadow of his dynamic mother and five stepfathers, describing
how his mother reinvented their pasts in ways that challenged the author's efforts
to reconnect with his biological father.

A Spy in Canaan
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The product of long-concealed FBI surveillance documents, Dangerous Friendship
chronicles a history of Martin Luther King Jr. that the government kept secret from
the public for years. The book reveals the story of Stanley Levison, a well-known
figure in the Communist Party–USA, who became one of King’s closest friends and,
effectively, his most trusted adviser. Levison, a Jewish attorney and businessman,
became King’s pro bono ghostwriter, accountant, fundraiser, and legal adviser.
This friendship, however, created many complications for both men. Because of
Levison’s former ties to the Communist Party, FBI director J. Edgar Hoover
launched an obsessive campaign, wiretapping, tracking, and photographing
Levison relentlessly. By association, King was labeled as “a Communist and
subversive,” prompting then–attorney general Robert F. Kennedy to authorize
secret surveillance of the civil rights leader. It was this effort that revealed King’s
sexual philandering and furthered a breakdown of trust between King, Robert F.
Kennedy, and eventually President John F. Kennedy. With stunning revelations, this
book exposes both the general attitude of the U.S. government toward the privacy
rights of American citizens during those difficult years as well as the extent to
which King, Levison, and many other freedom workers were hounded by people at
the very top of the U.S. security establishment.

Beale Street Dynasty: Sex, Song, and the Struggle for the Soul
of Memphis
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Never before published, an extraordinarily inspiring and radical conversation
between Howard Zinn and PBS/NPR journalist Ray Suarez, wherein American
history is turned upside down—published to coincide with the tenth anniversary of
Zinn’s death Truth Has a Power of Its Own is an engrossing collection of neverbefore-published conversations with Howard Zinn, conducted by the distinguished
broadcast journalist Ray Suarez in 2007, that covers the course of American history
from Columbus to the War on Terror from the perspective of ordinary
people—including slaves, workers, immigrants, women, and Native Americans.
Viewed through the lens of Zinn’s own life as a soldier, historian, and activist and
using his paradigm-shifting People’s History of the United States as a point of
departure, these conversations explore the American Revolution, the Civil War, the
labor battles of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, U.S. imperialism from the
Indian Wars to the War on Terrorism, World Wars I and II, the Cold War, and the
fight for equality and immigrant rights, all from an unapologetically radical
standpoint. Longtime admirers and a new generation of readers alike will be
fascinated to learn about Zinn’s thought processes, rationale, motivations, and
approach to his now-iconic historical work. Suarez’s probing questions and Zinn’s
humane (and often humorous) voice—along with his keen moral vision—shine
through every one of these lively and thought-provoking conversations, showing
that Zinn’s work is as relevant as ever.

Island Beneath the Sea
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New York Times bestselling author Hampton Sides returns with a white-knuckle
tale of polar exploration and survival in the Gilded Age In the late nineteenth
century, people were obsessed by one of the last unmapped areas of the globe:
the North Pole. No one knew what existed beyond the fortress of ice rimming the
northern oceans, although theories abounded. The foremost cartographer in the
world, a German named August Petermann, believed that warm currents sustained
a verdant island at the top of the world. National glory would fall to whoever could
plant his flag upon its shores. James Gordon Bennett, the eccentric and
stupendously wealthy owner of The New York Herald, had recently captured the
world's attention by dispatching Stanley to Africa to find Dr. Livingstone. Now he
was keen to re-create that sensation on an even more epic scale. So he funded an
official U.S. naval expedition to reach the Pole, choosing as its captain a young
officer named George Washington De Long, who had gained fame for a rescue
operation off the coast of Greenland. De Long led a team of 32 men deep into
uncharted Arctic waters, carrying the aspirations of a young country burning to
become a world power. On July 8, 1879, the USS Jeannette set sail from San
Francisco to cheering crowds in the grip of "Arctic Fever." The ship sailed into
uncharted seas, but soon was trapped in pack ice. Two years into the harrowing
voyage, the hull was breached. Amid the rush of water and the shrieks of breaking
wooden boards, the crew abandoned the ship. Less than an hour later, the
Jeannette sank to the bottom,and the men found themselves marooned a thousand
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miles north of Siberia with only the barest supplies. Thus began their long march
across the endless ice—a frozen hell in the most lonesome corner of the world.
Facing everything from snow blindness and polar bears to ferocious storms and
frosty labyrinths, the expedition battled madness and starvation as they
desperately strove for survival. With twists and turns worthy of a thriller, In The
Kingdom of Ice is a spellbinding tale of heroism and determination in the most
unforgiving territory on Earth. Ebook edition includes over a dozen extra images

Blood and Thunder
NATIONAL BESTSELLER Edgar Award Nominee One of the Best Books of the Year:
O, The Oprah Magazine, Time, The Washington Post, The Christian Science Monitor,
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, San Francisco Chronicle With a New Afterword On April 4,
1968, James Earl Ray shot Martin Luther King at the Lorraine Motel. The nation was
shocked, enraged, and saddened. As chaos erupted across the country and
mourners gathered at King's funeral, investigators launched a sixty-five day search
for King’s assassin that would lead them across two continents. With a blistering,
cross-cutting narrative that draws on a wealth of dramatic unpublished documents,
Hampton Sides, bestselling author of Ghost Soldiers, delivers a non-fiction thriller
in the tradition of William Manchester's The Death of a President and Truman
Capote's In Cold Blood. With Hellhound On His Trail, Sides shines a light on the
largest manhunt in American history and brings it to life for all to see.
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On Desperate Ground
Blending literature and travel, this book offers a look at 15 U.S. destinations
featured in the works of famous writers. Designed as a guide to help avid
bibliophiles experience, in person, the places they've only read about, awardwinning journalist Terri Peterson Smith takes readers on lively tours that include a
Mark Twain inspired steamboat cruise on the Mississippi, a "Devil in the White City"
view of Chicago in the Gilded Age, a voyage through the footsteps of the
immigrants and iconoclasts of San Francisco, and a look at low country
Charleston's rich literary tradition. With advice on planning stress-free group travel
and lit trip tips for novices, this resource also features "beyond the book"
experiences, such as Broadway shows, Segway tours, and kayaking, making it a
one-of-a-kind reference for anyone who wants to extend the experience of a great
read.

Americana
In the tradition of Cormac McCarthy and Flannery O’Connor, Bill Cheng’s Southern
Cross the Dog is an epic literary debut in which the bonds between three childhood
friends are upended by the Great Mississippi Flood of 1927. In its aftermath, one
young man must choose between the lure of the future and the claims of the past.
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Having lost virtually everything in the fearsome storm—home, family, first
love—Robert Chatham embarks on an odyssey that takes him through the deep
South, from the desperation of a refugee camp to the fiery and raucous brothel
Hotel Beau-Miel and into the Mississippi hinterland, where he joins a crew hired to
clear the swamp and build a dam. Along his journey he encounters piano-playing
hustlers, ne’er-do-well Klansmen, well-intentioned whores, and a family of fur
trappers, the L’Etangs, whose very existence is threatened by the swamp-clearing
around them. The L’Etang brothers are fierce and wild but there is something soft
about their cousin Frankie, possibly the only woman capable of penetrating
Robert’s darkest places and overturning his conviction that he’s marked by the
devil. Teeming with language that renders both the savage beauty and complex
humanity of our shared past, Southern Cross the Dog is a tour de force that heralds
the arrival of a major new voice in fiction.

What Is Left the Daughter
In this “slim but powerful book,” the award-winning journalist shares the dramatic
story surrounding MLK’s most famous speech and its importance today (Boston
Globe). On August 28, 1963, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. led the historic March on
Washington for Jobs and Freedom, where he delivered the most iconic speech of
the civil rights movement. In The Speech, Gary Younge explains why King’s “I Have
a Dream” speech maintains its powerful social relevance by sharing the dramatic
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story surrounding it. Today, that speech endures as a guiding light in the ongoing
struggle for racial equality. Younge roots his work in personal interviews with
Clarence Jones, a close friend of Martin Luther King Jr. and his draft speechwriter;
with Joan Baez, a singer at the march; and with Angela Davis and other leading
civil rights leaders. Younge skillfully captures the spirit of that historic day in
Washington and offers a new generation of readers a critical modern analysis of
why “I Have a Dream” remains America’s favorite speech. “Younge’s meditative
retrospection on [the speech’s] significance reminds us of all the micro-moments
of transformation behind the scenes—the thought and preparation, vision and
revision—whose currency fed that magnificent lightning bolt in history.” —Patricia
J. Williams, legal scholar and theorist

Stomping Grounds
In the fall of 1999, New York Times education reporter Jacques Steinberg was given
an unprecedented opportunity to observe the admissions process at prestigious
Wesleyan University. Over the course of nearly a year, Steinberg accompanied
admissions officer Ralph Figueroa on a tour to assess and recruit the most
promising students in the country. The Gatekeepers follows a diverse group of
prospective students as they compete for places in the nation's most elite colleges.
The first book to reveal the college admission process in such behind-the-scenes
detail, The Gatekeepers will be required reading for every parent of a high schoolPage 28/30
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age child and for every student facing the arduous and anxious task of applying to
college. "[The Gatekeepers] provides the deep insight that is missing from the
myriad how-to books on admissions that try to identify the formula for getting into
the best collegesI really didn't want the book to end." —The New York Times
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