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Stereotypes and Nations
Ryszard Kapuscinski's last book, The Soccer War -a revelation of the contemporary
experience of war -- prompted John le Carre to call the author "the conjurer
extraordinary of modern reportage." Now, in Imperium, Kapuscinski gives us a
work of equal emotional force and evocative power: a personal, brilliantly detailed
exploration of the almost unfathomably complex Soviet empire in our time. He
begins with his own childhood memories of the postwar Soviet occupation of Pinsk,
in what was then Poland's eastern frontier ("something dreadful and
incomprehensiblein this world that I enter at seven years of age"), and takes us up
to 1967, when, as a journalist just starting out, he traveled across a snow-covered
and desolate Siberia, and through the Soviet Union's seven southern and Central
Asian republics, territories whose individual histories, cultures, and religions he
found thriving even within the "stiff, rigorous corset of Soviet power." Between
1989 and 1991, Kapuscinski made a series of extended journeys through the
disintegrating Soviet empire, and his account of these forms the heart of the book.
Bypassing official institutions and itineraries, he traversed the Soviet territory
alone, from the border of Poland to the site of the most infamous gulags in fareastern Siberia (where "nature pals it up with the executioner"), from above the
Arctic Circle to the edge of Afghanistan, visiting dozens of cities and towns and
outposts, traveling more than 40,000 miles, venturing into the individual lives of
men, women, and children in order to Understand the collapsing but still various
larger life of the empire. Bringing the book to a close is a collection of notes which,
Kapuscinski writes, "arose in the margins of my journeys" -- reflections on the state
of the ex-USSR and on his experience of having watched its fate unfold "on the
screen of a television setas well as on the screen of the country's ordinary, daily
reality, which surrounded me during my travels." It is this "schizophrenic
perception in two different dimensions" that enabled Kapuscinski to discover and
illuminate the most telling features of a society in dire turmoil. Imperium is a
remarkable work from one of the most original and sharply perceptive interpreters
of our world -- galvanizing narrative deeply informed by Kapuscinski's limitless
curiosity and his passion for truth, and suffused with his vivid sense of the
overwhelming importance of history as it is lived, and of our constantly shifting
places within it.
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Prague in Black and Gold
“Bear Grylls is a veritable superhero….The former UK Special Forces paratrooper
has braved the world’s harshest environments.” —Hampton Sides, Outside
Magazine “Bear Grylls is one tough, crazy dude.” —Washington Post THE
THRILLING #1-BESTSELLING MEMOIR BY THE ADVENTURE LEGEND AND STAR OF
NBC'S RUNNING WILD WITH BEAR GRYLLS Bear Grylls has always sought the
ultimate in adventure. Growing up on a remote island off of Britain's windswept
coast, he was taught by his father to sail and climb at an early age. Inevitably, it
wasn't long before the young explorer was sneaking out to lead all-night climbing
expeditions. As a teenager at Eton College, Bear found his identity and purpose
through both mountaineering and martial arts. These passions led him into the
foothills of the mighty Himalayas and to a karate grandmaster's remote training
camp in Japan, an experience that soon helped him earn a second-degree black
belt. Returning home, he embarked upon the notoriously grueling selection course
for the British Special Forces to join the elite Special Air Service unit 21 SAS—a
journey that would push him to the very limits of physical and mental endurance.
Then, disaster. Bear broke his back in three places in a horrific free-fall parachuting
accident in Africa. It was touch and go whether he would walk again, according to
doctors. However, only eighteen months later, a twenty-three-year-old Bear
became one of the youngest climbers to scale Mount Everest, the world's highest
summit. But this was just the beginning of his many extraordinary adventures. . . .
Known and admired by millions as the star of Man vs. Wild, Bear Grylls has
survived where few would dare to go. Now, for the first time, Bear tells the story of
his action-packed life. Gripping, moving, and wildly exhilarating, Mud, Sweat, and
Tears is a must-read for adrenaline junkies and armchair explorers alike.

Revolution 1989
A scathing bestseller in Poland, Witness exposes three modern persecutions: the
oppression with the Jehovah s Witness community, the xenophobia of the Polish
Catholic community and the homophobia that thrives within both. It's a wrenching,
eye-opening, first-person story about surviving ancient prejudices in contemporary
Europe and the cost of escaping them. An important work that sheds light on the
limits of freedoms in post-Enlightenment Europe."

The Perfect $100,000 House
"Hlasko's story comes off the page at you like a pit bull."—The Washington Post
“His writing is taut and psychologically nuanced like that of the great dime-store
novelist Georges Simenon, his novelistic world as profane as Isaac Babel's.”—Wall
Street Journal "Spokesman for those who were angry and beat . . . turbulent,
temperamental, and tortured."—The New York Times "A must-read . . . piercing
and compelling."—Kirkus Reviews "A self-taught writer with an uncanny gift for
narrative and dialogue."—Roman Polanski “Marek Hlasko … lived through what he
wrote and died of an overdose of solitude and not enough love.”— Jerzy Kosinski,
author of The Painted Bird and Being There "A glittering black comedy that is
equally entertaining and wrenching." — Publishers Weekly "The idol of Poland's
young generation in 1956." — Czeslaw Milosz, 1980 Nobel Prize in Literature
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Robert and Jacob are down-and-out Polish con men living in Israel in the 1960s.
They're planning to run a scam on an American widow visiting the country. Robert,
who masterminds the scheme, and Jacob, who acts it out, are tough, desperate
men, adrift in the nasty underworld of Tel Aviv. Robert arranges for Jacob to run
into the woman, whose heart is open; the men are hoping her wallet is too. What
follows is a story of love, deception, cruelty, and shame, as Jacob pretends to fall in
love with her. It's not just Jacob who's performing a role; nearly all the characters
are actors in an ugly story, complete with parts for murder and suicide. Marek
Hlasko's writing combines brutal realism with smoky, hardboiled dialogue in a
bleak world where violence is the norm and love is often only an act. Marek Hlasko,
known as the James Dean of Eastern Europe, was exiled from Communist Poland
and spent his life wandering the globe. He died in 1969 of an overdose of alcohol
and sleeping pills in Wiesbaden, Germany.

History of a Disappearance
Sean Reilly and Tess Chaykin, the heroes of Raymond Khoury's New York Times
bestselling Templar novels, return in an edge-of-your-seat thriller that reaches
from the present day back to 1700s Mexico—and beyond… What if there was a
drug, previously lost to history in the jungles of Central America, capable of
inducing an experience so momentous—and so shocking—that it might shake the
very foundations of Western civilization? What if powerful forces on both sides of
the law launched a ruthless, no-holds-barred pursuit to get their hands on it? What
if FBI agent Sean Reilly and archaeologist Tess Chaykin were the only ones who
could stop the unthinkable from happening? And what if they’re already too late?

Somewhere Close to Happy
A first collection of short works is set in a range of fantastical settings and explores
such themes as disproportional guilt, the reinvention of self and the powerful urges
to defend and provide for loved ones, in a volume that includes such tales as "The
Artist's Voice" and "The Sounds of Early Morning."

Snow White and Russian Red
While many transnational histories of the nuclear arms race have been written,
Kate Brown provides the first definitive account of the great plutonium disasters of
the United States and the Soviet Union. In Plutopia, Brown draws on official records
and dozens of interviews to tell the extraordinary stories of Richland, Washington
and Ozersk, Russia-the first two cities in the world to produce plutonium. To
contain secrets, American and Soviet leaders created plutopias--communities of
nuclear families living in highly-subsidized, limited-access atomic cities. Fully
employed and medically monitored, the residents of Richland and Ozersk enjoyed
all the pleasures of consumer society, while nearby, migrants, prisoners, and
soldiers were banned from plutopia--they lived in temporary "staging grounds" and
often performed the most dangerous work at the plant. Brown shows that the
plants' segregation of permanent and temporary workers and of nuclear and nonnuclear zones created a bubble of immunity, where dumps and accidents were
glossed over and plant managers freely embezzled and polluted. In four decades,
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the Hanford plant near Richland and the Maiak plant near Ozersk each issued at
least 200 million curies of radioactive isotopes into the surrounding
environment--equaling four Chernobyls--laying waste to hundreds of square miles
and contaminating rivers, fields, forests, and food supplies. Because of the
decades of secrecy, downwind and downriver neighbors of the plutonium plants
had difficulty proving what they suspected, that the rash of illnesses, cancers, and
birth defects in their communities were caused by the plants' radioactive
emissions. Plutopia was successful because in its zoned-off isolation it appeared to
deliver the promises of the American dream and Soviet communism; in reality, it
concealed disasters that remain highly unstable and threatening today. An untold
and profoundly important piece of Cold War history, Plutopia invites readers to
consider the nuclear footprint left by the arms race and the enormous price of
paying for it.

Travelling Sprinkler
"Although Lipska's poems reveal an acute awareness of history and politics, she's
primarily concerned with individual experience and the most difficult philosophical
questions of evil. Lipska is awed by beauty despite the deep skepticism that
permeates her poems, countering corruption with an unflinching commitment to
conveying truth without sentimentality." --Book Jacket.

Killing the Second Dog
'This deeply researched, very well-written and penetrating book will be the
standard work on the subject for many years to come' - Andrew Roberts, author of
Churchill- Walking with Destiny The Second World War began on 1 September
1939, when German tanks, trucks and infantry crossed the Polish border, and the
Luftwaffe began bombing Poland's cities. The Polish army fought bravely but could
not withstand an attacker superior in numbers and technology; and when the Red
Army invaded from the east - as agreed in the pact Hitler had concluded with Stalin
- the country's fate was sealed. Poland was the first to fight the German aggressor;
it would be the first to suffer the full murderous force of Nazi persecution. By the
end of the Second World War, one in five of its people had perished. The Polish
campaign is the forgotten story of the Second World War. Despite prefacing many
of that conflict's later horrors - the wanton targeting of civilians, indiscriminate
bombing and ethnic cleansing - it is little understood, and most of what we think
we know about it is Nazi propaganda, such as the myth of Polish cavalry charging
German tanks with their lances. In truth, Polish forces put up a spirited defence, in
the expectation that they would be assisted by their British and French allies. That
assistance never came. First to Fight is the first history of the Polish war for almost
half a century. Drawing on letters, memoirs and diaries by generals and politicians,
soldiers and civilians from all sides, Roger Moorhouse's dramatic account of the
military events is entwined with a tragic human story of courage and suffering, and
a dark tale of diplomatic betrayal.

First to Fight
Prague is at the core of everything both wonderful and terrible in Western history,
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but few people truly understand this city's unique culture. In Prague in Black and
Gold, Peter Demetz strips away sentimentalities and distortions and shows how
Czechs, Germans, Italians, and Jews have lived and worked together for over a
thousand years.

Literature and Media
In this first up-do-date, single volume history of the Czechs, Agnew provides an
introduction to the major themes and contours of Czech history for the general
reader from prehistory and the first Slavs to the Czech Republic's entry into the
European Union."

Chasing the King of Hearts
Like Eating a Stone
Lying at the crucible of Central Europe, the Silesian village of Kupferberg suffered
the violence of the Thirty Years War, the Napoleonic Wars, and World War I. After
Stalin’s post-World War II redrawing of Poland’s borders, Kupferberg became
Miedzianka, a town settled by displaced persons from all over Poland and a new
center of the Eastern Bloc’s uranium-mining industry. Decades of neglect and
environmental degradation led to the town being declared uninhabitable, and the
population was evacuated. Today, it exists only in ruins, with barely a hundred
people living on the unstable ground above its collapsing mines. In this collection
of unsparing and insightful reportage, the renowned journalist, photographer, and
architecture critic Filip Springer rediscovers this tiny town’s history. Digging
beyond the village’s mythic foundations and the great wars and world leaders that
shaped it, Springer catalogs the lost human elements: the long-departed tailor and
deceased shopkeeper; the parties, now silenced, that used to fill the streets with
shouts and laughter; and the once-beautiful cemetery, with gravestones upended
by tractors and human bones scattered by dogs. In Miedzianka, Springer sees a
microcosm of European history, and a powerful narrative of how the ghosts of the
past continue to haunt us in the present day.

The Czechs and the Lands of the Bohemian Crown
God's Rainbow
Stone Upon Stone
The true story of one woman's struggle to save her sons from radicalization by
Chechen partisans, as told by a seasoned war reporter. In All Lara's Wars, the great
events of the last half-century--the realignment of Eastern Europe after the fall of
the Soviet Union, and the rise in the Middle East of ISIS and its quest for a new
Caliphate--converge in this account of a Chechen-Georgian family whose two sons
become radicalized, and how their mother--Lara--travels to Syria by bus and at
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great risk, not to join them but to bring them home. By then, the older son is a high
level commander and the younger son a respected soldier in ISIS's army. The story
is told with a sense of wonder at the contemporary world and all the ways it
resembles a primitive and violent land where all struggles are to the death, and
there is an epic battle going on between forces of good and evil that cannot be
understood other than as mythic and larger than life. Lara is a Kist--one of a tiny
ethnicity that crossed the Caucasus mountains a century ago to settle in the
remote Pankisi Gorge in northern Georgia, a peaceful and isolated paradise. She
married a Chechen, moved to Grozny, and became the mother of two sons. When
war came to Chechnya, she took her children home to the safe Georgian valley,
and later sent them to Western Europe to live with their father--to protect them
from the influence of the radical Islamic freedom fighters who had come to the
Pankisi Gorge as refugees from the Chechnyan wars. As in all of Wojciech
Jagielski's books, he tells here the story of any modern war, how the individual
lives of civilians and combatants are obliterated in the sweep of the larger
narrative--and how the humanity of these individual lives is revealed, and the price
paid in human endurance and persistence and loss. Jagielski observes, listening to
Lara and letting her story emerge through the filter of his literary skill. This unusual
reportage tells us the facts of the Chechnyan wars and the reality of the Syrian war
from the viewpoint of ISIS recruits, but it is also the true account of one ordinary
family that became part of the larger tragedy that has claimed so many victims in
recent years.

Gottland
A cultural history of Czechoslovakia is presented through the stories of artists,
writers and performers whose lives and careers where radically altered by 20thcentury Communist ideologies.

All Lara's Wars
This book discusses the changes in contemporary culture at the turn of the 20th
and 21st centuries in Poland on the example of relationships between literature
and the media. The author adopts an interdisciplinary approach combining literary
and media studies with the perspectives of social communication, anthropology
and sociology of culture.

Mud, Sweat, and Tears
German writer, critic, and theorist Paul Scheerbart (1863–1915) died nearly a
century ago, but his influence is still being felt today. Considered by some a mad
eccentric and by others a visionary political thinker in his own time, he is now
experiencing a revival thanks to a new generation of scholars who are rightfully
situating him in the modernist pantheon. Glass! Love!! Perpetual Motion!!! is the
first collection of Scheerbart’s multifarious writings to be published in English. In
addition to a selection of his fantastical short stories, it includes the influential
architectural manifesto Glass Architecture and his literary tour-de-force Perpetual
Motion: The Story of an Invention. The latter, written in the guise of a scientific
work (complete with technical diagrams), was taken as such when first published
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but in reality is a fiction—albeit one with an important message. Glass! Love!!
Perpetual Motion!!! is richly illustrated with period material, much of it never
before reproduced, including a selection of artwork by Paul Scheerbart himself.
Accompanying this original material is a selection of essays by scholars, novelists,
and filmmakers commissioned for this publication to illuminate Scheerbart’s
importance, then and now, in the worlds of art, architecture, and culture. Coedited
by artist Josiah McElheny and Christine Burgin, with new artwork created for this
publication by McElheny, Glass! Love!! Perpetual Motion!!! is a long-overdue
monument to a modern master.

The Devil's Elixir
A sobering account of the human experience of war in Bosnia, told through the
experiences of survivors during their searches for lost loved ones, includes tragic
stories imparted from a hall where victim clothing is displayed, an underground
cave, a camp for homeless refugees, and other areas. 15,000 first printing.

The Miniature Wife
Winner of the Europe Book Prize One of Europe’s most preeminent investigative
journalists travels to the Czech Republic—the Czech half of the former
Czechoslovakia, the land that brought us Kafka—to explore the surreal fictions and
the extraordinary reality of its twentieth century. For example, there’s the story of
the small businessman who adopted Henry Ford’s ideas on productivity to create
the world’s largest shoe company—and hired modernist giants such as Le
Corbusier to design his company towns (which were also the birthplaces of Ivana
Trump and Tom Stoppard). Or the story of Kafka’s niece, who loaned her name to
writers blacklisted under the Communist regime so they could keep publishing. Or
the story of the singer Karel Gott, winner of the country’s Best Male Vocalist Award
thirty-six years in a row, whose summer home, Gottland, is the Czech Dollywood.
Based on meticulous research and hundreds of interviews with everyone from
filmmakers to writers to pop stars to ordinary citizens, Gottland is a kaleidoscopic
portrait of a resilient people living through difficult and often bizarre times—equally
funny, disturbing, stirring and absurd . . . in a word, Kafkaesque. From the
Hardcover edition.

The Shadow of the Sun
A moving portrait of Africa from Poland's most celebrated foreign correspondent - a
masterpiece from a modern master. Famous for being in the wrong places at just
the right times, Ryszard Kapuscinski arrived in Africa in 1957, at the beginning of
the end of colonial rule - the "sometimes dramatic and painful, sometimes
enjoyable and jubilant" rebirth of a continent. The Shadow of the Sun sums up the
author's experiences ("the record of a 40-year marriage") in this place that became
the central obsession of his remarkable career. From the hopeful years of
independence through the bloody disintegration of places like Nigeria, Rwanda and
Angola, Kapuscinski recounts great social and political changes through the prism
of the ordinary African. He examines the rough-and-ready physical world and
identifies the true geography of Africa: a little-understood spiritual universe, an
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African way of being. He looks also at Africa in the wake of two epoch-making
changes: the arrival of AIDS and the definitive departure of the white man.
Kapuscinski's rare humanity invests his subjects with a grandeur and a dignity
unmatched by any other writer on the Third World, and his unique ability to discern
the universal in the particular has never been more powerfully displayed than in
this work. From the Trade Paperback edition.

White Eagle, Red Star
'A wonderfully written, funny and moving debut with an intriguing mystery at its
heart Unforgettable.' - Claire Douglas, bestselling author Lizzie James is happy. She
has a steady office job (with a steady stream of snacks), has had the same best
friend since school, and she sees her family every Thursday night for take-away
and trashy TV. Lizzie likes her uncomplicated life. Then a letter arrives one day
from her first love, Roman. A letter dated the day he disappeared, 12 years before.
As Lizzie uncovers the secrets of the letter, she discovers what really happened the
year her life fell apart - and all avenues lead back to Roman. Lizzie James thought
she was happy, or somewhere close to happy, at least. Now she's not so sure. 'I
LOVED Somewhere Close to Happy. It made me cry several times but was also
really funny. It is incredibly good and I am sure it will be huge.' - Laura Marshall,
bestselling author of Friend Request *Perfect for fans of Giovanna Fletcher, Mhairi
McFarlane and Cecelia Ahern and Kate Eberlen's Miss You. This is a novel you won't
soon forget.*

Witness
Paul Chowder is a poet, but he's fallen out of love with writing poems. He hasn't
fallen out of love with his ex-girlfriend Roz, though. In fact he misses her
desperately. As he struggles to come to terms with Roz's new relationship with a
doctor, Paul turns to his acoustic guitar for comfort and inspiration, and fills his
days writing protest songs, going to Quaker meetings, struggling through Planet
Fitness workouts, wondering if he could become a techno DJ, and experimenting
with becoming a cigar smoker. Written in Baker's beautifully unconventional prose,
and scored with musical influences from Debussy to Tracy Chapman to Paul
himself, Travelling Sprinkler is an enchanting, hilarious, and deeply necessary
novel. 'I think the job of the novelist is to write about interesting things, including
things that might not seem all that interesting at first glance, and to offer evidence
that life is worth living' Nicholson Baker

The Sympathy of Things
In this canonical work of Polish reportage, Hanna Krall crafts a terse and
unexpected human lesson out of a Holocaust novel and love story. A raw interplay
of history and fiction spanning the Warsaw Ghetto, Auschwitz, and Zionist Israel,
this bestselling novel won the English PEN Award and the Found in Translation
Award.

Plutopia
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A holiday tale inspired by the biblical story of Joseph and the coat of many colors
follows the modern story of Joe, who after being forced out of the family business
by jealous siblings becomes the chief advisor to the CEO of another company and
his own family's savior in the face of a troubled economy. By the best-selling
author of The Christmas Box. 300,000 first printing.

The Diamond as Big as the Ritz
This book explores popular music in Eastern Europe during the period of state
socialism, in countries such as Poland, Hungary, Yugoslavia, Romania,
Czechoslovakia, the GDR, Estonia and Albania. It discusses the policy concerning
music, the greatest Eastern European stars, such as Karel Gott, Czesław Niemen
and Omega, as well as DJs and the music press. By conducting original research,
including interviews and examining archival material, the authors take issue with
certain assumptions prevailing in the existing studies on popular music in Eastern
Europe, namely that it was largely based on imitation of western music and that
this music had a distinctly anti-communist flavour. Instead, they argue that selfcolonisation was accompanied with creating an original idiom, and that the state
not only fought the artists, but also supported them. The collection also draws
attention to the foreign successes of Eastern European stars, both within the
socialist bloc and outside of it. v>

The Wall
This is a book about collective guilt, individual fate, and repentance, a tale that
explores how we can come to be responsible for crimes we neither directly commit
nor have the power to prevent. Set in the Czechoslovakian borderland shortly after
WWII amid the sometimes violent expulsion of the region's German population,
Jaroslav Durych's poetic, deeply symbolic novel is a literary touchstone for coming
to terms with the Czech Republic's difficult and taboo past of state-sanctioned
violence. A leading Catholic intellectual of the early twentieth century, Durych
became a literary and political throwback to the prewar Czechoslovak Republic and
faced censorship under the Stalinist regime of the 1950s. As such, he was a man
not unfamiliar with the ramifications of a changing society in which the minority
becomes the rule-making political authority, only to end up condemned as
criminals. Though Durych finished writing God's Rainbow in 1955, he could not
have hoped to see it published in his lifetime. Released in a stillcensored form in
1969, God's Rainbow is available here in full for the first time in English. Within the
Czech arts, the novella God's Rainbow is a unique direct reflection of the expulsion
from Bohemia of the German-speaking population following World War II. In it
Durych brings fully to bear all the elements of his poetics - a narrative that is
replete with Symbolist oneirism, is highly expressive, spiced with irony and written
in a rhythmical poetic language. From the Afterword.

Popular Music in Eastern Europe
A masterpiece of postwar Polish literature, Stone Upon Stone is Wieslaw
Mysliwski's grand epic in the rural tradition — a profound and irreverent stream of
memory cutting through the rich and varied terrain of one man’s connection to the
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land, to his family and community, to women, to tradition, to God, to death, and to
what it means to be alive. Wise and impetuous, plainspoken and compassionate
Szymek, recalls his youth in their village, his time as a guerrilla soldier, as a
wedding official, barber, policeman, lover, drinker, and caretaker for his invalid
brother. Filled with interwoven stories and voices, by turns hilarious and moving,
Szymek’s narrative exudes the profound wisdom of one who has suffered, yet who
loves life to the very core.

The World According to Clarkson
Winner of the National Jewish Book Award in the Holocaust category A monumental
work of nonfiction on a wartime atrocity, its sixty-year denial, and the impact of its
truth Jan Gross's hugely controversial Neighbors was a historian's disclosure of the
events in the small Polish town of Jedwabne on July 10, 1941, when the citizens
rounded up the Jewish population and burned them alive in a barn. The massacre
was a shocking secret that had been suppressed for more than sixty years, and it
provoked the most important public debate in Poland since 1989. From the outset,
Anna Bikont reported on the town, combing through archives and interviewing
residents who survived the war period. Her writing became a crucial part of the
debate and she herself an actor in a national drama. Part history, part memoir, The
Crime and the Silence is the journalist's account of these events: both the story of
the massacre told through oral histories of survivors and witnesses, and a portrait
of a Polish town coming to terms with its dark past. Including the perspectives of
both heroes and perpetrators, Bikont chronicles the sources of the hatred that
exploded against Jews and asks what myths grow on hidden memories, what
destruction they cause, and what happens to a society that refuses to accept a
horrific truth. A profoundly moving exploration of being Jewish in modern Poland
that Julian Barnes called "one of the most chilling books," The Crime and the
Silence is a vital contribution to Holocaust history and a fascinating story of a town
coming to terms with its dark past.

The Forest Laird
A teenager from a small Mississippi River town is sent to a private boarding school
near Boston, surrounded by wealthy classmates, but has a secret that would
amaze them all.

The New Century
Documents the collapse of the Soviet Union's European empire (East Germany,
Poland, Czechoslvakia, Hungary, Romania, and Bulgaria) and the transition of each
to independent states, drawing on interviews and newly uncovered archival
material to offer insight into 1989's rapid changes and the USSR's minimal
resistance.

Gottland
Reporting from such varied locations as postcolonial Africa, revolutionary Iran, the
military dictatorships of Latin America and Soviet Russia, the Polish journalist and
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writer Ryszard Kapu?ci?ski was one of the most influential eyewitness journalists of
the twentieth century. During the Cold War, he was a dauntless investigator as well
as a towering literary talent, and books such as The Emperor and Travels with
Herodotus founded the new genre of ‘literary reportage’. It was an achievement
that brought him global renown, not to mention the uninvited attentions of the CIA.
In this definitive biography, Artur Domos?awski shines a new light on the personal
relationships of this intensely charismatic, deeply private man, examining the
intractable issue at the heart of Kapu?ci?ski’s life and work: the relationship and
tension between journalism and literature. In researching this book, Domos?awski,
himself an award-winning foreign correspondent, enjoyed unprecedented access to
Kapu?ci?ski’s private papers. The result traces his mentor’s footsteps through
Africa and Latin America, delves into files and archives that Kapu?ci?ski himself
examined, and records conversations with the people that he talked to in the
course of his own investigations. Ryszard Kapu?ci?ski is a meticulous, riveting
portrait of a complex man of intense curiosity living at the heart of dangerous
times.

Ryszard Kapuscinski
In the pre-dawn hours of August 24th, 1305, in London's Smithfield Prison, the
outlaw William Wallace—hero of all the Scots and deadly enemy of King Edward of
England—sits awaiting the dawn, when he is to be hanged and then drawn and
quartered. This brutal sundering of his body is the revenge of the English. Wallace
is visited by a Scottish priest who has come to hear his last confession, a priest
who knows Wallace like a brother. Wallace's confession—the tale that follows—is
all the more remarkable because it comes from real life. We follow Wallace through
his many lives—as outlaw and fugitive, hero and patriot, rebel and kingmaker. His
exploits and escapades, desperate struggles and victorious campaigns are all here,
as are the high ideals and fierce patriotism that drove him to abandon the people
he loved to save his country. William Wallace is the first heroic figure from the
Scottish Wars of Independence, a man whose fame has reached far beyond his
homeland. Wallace served as a subject for the Academy Award–winning film
Braveheart. In The Forest Laird, Jack Whyte's masterful storytelling breathes life
into Wallace's tale, giving readers an amazing character study of the man who
helped shape Scotland's future. At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold
without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.

Imperium
Surprisingly little known, the Polish-Soviet War of 1919-20 was to change the
course of twentieth-century history. In White Eagle, Red Star, Norman Davies gives
a full account of the War, with its dramatic climax in August 1920 when the Red
Army - sure of victory and pledged to carry the Revolution across Europe to 'water
our horses on the Rhine' - was crushed by a devastating Polish attack. Since known
as the 'miracle on the Vistula', it remains one of the most decisive battles of the
Western world. Drawing on both Polish and Russian sources, Norman Davies
illustrates the narrative with documentary material which hitherto has not been
readily available and shows how the War was far more an 'episode' in East
European affairs, but largely determined the course of European history for the
next twenty years or more.
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Beautiful Twentysomethings
The international bestselling novel of nihilistic youth in post-Communist Poland:
“chaotic and brilliantly idiosyncraticdestined to become a cult classic” (Library
Journal, starred review). When his girlfriend Magda dumps him, Andrzej “Nails’
Robakoski’s life begins to unravel. A track-suited slacker, Nails spends most of his
time doing little more than searching for his next girl, next line of speed, next proof
for his conspiracy theories about the Polish economy. A xenophobic campaign
against the Russian black market is escalating across Poland, culminating in No
Russkies Day–or is that just in Nails’s fevered mind? A “punishing successor to firstperson ‘lad’ novels like Trainspotting,” Snow White and Russian Red “serves up its
nastiness spiked with pitch-black humor.” By turns poetic, hilarious, disturbing, and
dirty, it is a powerful portrait of love, hopelessness, and political burnout in today’s
Eastern Europe (Publishers Weekly). "Critics have compared it to novels like Naked
LunchCeline and Kosinski also come to mind."—John Leonard, Harper's

Gottland
A NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER "I was born at the beginning of it all, on the Red
side—the Communist side—of the Iron Curtain." Through annotated illustrations,
journals, maps, and dreamscapes, Peter Sís shows what life was like for a child who
loved to draw, proudly wore the red scarf of a Young Pioneer, stood guard at the
giant statue of Stalin, and believed whatever he was told to believe. But
adolescence brought questions. Cracks began to appear in the Iron Curtain, and
news from the West slowly filtered into the country. Sís learned about beat poetry,
rock 'n' roll, blue jeans, and Coca-Cola. He let his hair grow long, secretly read
banned books, and joined a rock band. Then came the Prague Spring of 1968, and
for a teenager who wanted to see the world and meet the Beatles, this was a
magical time. It was short-lived, however, brought to a sudden and brutal end by
the Soviet-led invasion. But this brief flowering had provided a glimpse of new
possibilities—creativity could be discouraged but not easily killed. By joining
memory and history, Sís takes us on his extraordinary journey: from infant with
paintbrush in hand to young man borne aloft by the wings of his art. This title has
Common Core connections. The Wall is a 2007 New York Times Book Review Best
Illustrated Book of the Year, a 2008 Caldecott Honor Book, a 2008 Bank Street Best Children's Book of the Year, the winner of the 2008 Boston Globe - Horn Book
Award for Nonfiction, and a nominee for the 2008 Eisner Award for Best Publication
for Kids.

A Winter Dream
A home of one’s own has always been a cornerstone of the American dream,
fulfilling like nothing else the desire for comfort, financial security, independence,
and with a little luck, even a touch of distinctive character, or even beauty. But
what we have come to regard as almost a national birthright has recently begun to
elude more and more prospective homebuyers. Where housing is concerned,
affordable and well-crafted rarely exist together. Or do they? For years, founding
editor-in-chief of Dwell magazine and noted architecture and design critic Karrie
Jacobs had been confronting this question both professionally and personally.
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Finally, she decided to see for herself whether it was possible to build the home of
her own dreams for a reasonable sum. The Perfect $100,000 House is the story of
that quest, a search that takes her from a two-week crash course in housebuilding
in Vermont to a road trip of some 14,000 miles. In the course of her journey Jacobs
encounters a group of intrepid and visionary architects and builders working to
revolutionize the way Americans thinks about homes, about construction
techniques, and about the very idea of community. By her trip’s end Jacobs, has
not only had a practical and sobering education in the economics, aesthetics, and
politics of homebuilding, but has been spurred to challenge her own deeply held
beliefs about what constitutes an ideal home. The Perfect $100,000 House is a
compelling and inspiring demonstration that we can live in homes that are
sensible, modest, and beautiful.

Glass! Love!! Perpetual Motion!!!
'If there is one thing we can learn from John Ruskin, it is that each age must find its
own way to beauty' writes Lars Spuybroek in The Sympathy of Things, his groundbreaking work which proposes a radical new aesthetics for the digital era.
Spuybroek argues that we must 'undo' the twentieth century and learn to
understand the aesthetic insights of the nineteenth-century art critic John Ruskin,
from which he distils pointers for the contemporary age. Linking philosophy,
design, and the digital, with art history, architecture, and craft, Spuybroek explores
the romantic notion of 'sympathy', a core concept in Ruskin's aesthetics, reevaluating it as the driving force of the twenty-first century aesthetic experience.
For Ruskin, beauty always comprises variation, imperfection and fragility, three
concepts that wholly disappeared from our mindsets during the twentieth century,
but which Spuybroek argues to be central to contemporary aesthetics and design.
Revised throughout, and a new foreword by philosopher Brian Massumi, this is a
new edition of a seminal work which has drawn praise from fields as diverse as
digital architecture and speculative realism, and will continue to be influential as it
wrests Ruskin's ideas out of the Victorian era and reconstructs them for the
modern age.

The Crime and the Silence
Jeremy Clarkson, shares his opinions on just about everything in The World
According to Clarkson. Jeremy Clarkson has seen rather more of the world than
most. He has, as they say, been around a bit. And as a result, he's got one or two
things to tell us about how it all works - and being Jeremy Clarkson he's not about
to voice them quietly, humbly and without great dollops of humour. In The World
According to Clarkson, he reveals why it is that: • Too much science is bad for our
health • '70s rock music is nothing to be ashamed of • Hunting foxes while drunk
and wearing night-sights is neither big nor clever • We must work harder to get rid
of cricket • He liked the Germans (well, sometimes) With a strong dose of common
sense that is rarely, if ever, found inside the M25, Clarkson hilariously attacks the
pompous, the ridiculous, the absurd and the downright idiotic, whilst also
celebrating the eccentric, the clever and the sheer bloody brilliant. Less a
manifesto for living and more a road map to modern life, The World According to
Clarkson is the funniest book you'll read this year. Don't leave home without it. The
World According to Clarkson is a hilarious collection of Jeremy's Sunday Times
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columns and the first in his The World According to Clarkson series which also
includes And Another Thing . . . , For Crying Out Loud! and How Hard Can It Be?
Praise for Jeremy Clarkson: 'Brilliant . . . laugh-out-loud' Daily Telegraph
'Outrageously funny . . . will have you in stitches' Time Out Number-one bestseller
and presenter of the hugely popular Top Gear, Jeremy Clarkson writes on cars,
current affairs and anything else that annoys him in his sharp and funny
collections. Born To Be Riled, Clarkson On Cars, Don't Stop Me Now, Driven To
Distraction, Round the Bend, Motorworld, and I Know You Got Soul are also
available as Penguin paperbacks; the Penguin App iClarkson: The Book of Carscan
be downloaded on the App Store.
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