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You Could Look It Up
The memoirs of a Pulitzer Prize-winning literary
journalist and critic discusses his childhood and
education in small-town Ohio, his colorful family and
friends, and his voracious appetite for reading.
Reprint. 10,000 first printing.

Don't Look Now
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This is the acclaimed central volume of the definitive
biography of Franz Kafka. Reiner Stach spent more
than a decade working with over four thousand pages
of journals, letters, and literary fragments, many
never before available, to re-create the atmosphere in
which Kafka lived and worked from 1910 to 1915, the
most important and best-documented years of his life.
This period, which would prove crucial to Kafka's
writing and set the course for the rest of his life, saw
him working with astonishing intensity on his most
seminal writings--The Trial, The Metamorphosis, The
Man Who Disappeared (Amerika), and The Judgment.
These are also the years of Kafka's fascination with
Zionism; of his tumultuous engagement to Felice
Bauer; and of the outbreak of World War I. Kafka: The
Decisive Years is at once an extraordinary portrait of
the writer and a startlingly original contribution to the
art of literary biography.

The Lay of the Land
From Pulitzer Prize-winning book critic Michael Dirda
comes a collection of his most personal and engaging
essays on the literary life—the perfect companion for
any lover of books. Michael Dirda has been hailed as
"the best-read person in America" (The Paris Review)
and "the best book critic in America" (The New York
Observer). In addition to the Pulitzer Prize he was
awarded for his reviews in The Washington Post, he
picked up an Edgar from the Mystery Writers of
America for his most recent book, On Conan Doyle.
Dirda's latest volume collects fifty of his witty and
wide-ranging reflections on literary journalism, book
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collecting, and the writers he loves. Reaching from
the classics to the post-moderns, his allusions dance
from Samuel Johnson, Ralph Waldo Emerson and M. F.
K. Fisher to Marilynne Robinson, Hunter S. Thompson,
and David Foster Wallace. Dirda's topics are equally
diverse: literary pets, the lost art of cursive writing,
book inscriptions, the pleasures of science fiction
conventions, author photographs, novelists in old age,
Oberlin College, a year in Marseille, writer's block, and
much more, not to overlook a few rants about
Washington life and American culture. As admirers of
his earlier books will expect, there are annotated lists
galore—of perfect book titles, great adventure novels,
favorite words, essential books about books, and
beloved children's classics, as well as a revealing
peek at the titles Michael keeps on his own
nightstand. Funny and erudite, occasionally poignant
or angry, Browsings is a celebration of the reading
life, a fan's notes, and the perfect gift for any
booklover.

The Lifetime Reading Plan
In the 1920s, the young J. R. Ackerley spent several
months in India as the personal secretary to the
maharajah of a small Indian principality. In his
journals, Ackerley recorded the Maharajah’s
fantastically eccentric habits and riddling
conversations, and the odd shambling day-to-day life
of his court. Hindoo Holiday is an intimate and very
funny account of an exceedingly strange place, and
one of the masterpieces of twentieth-century travel
literature.
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Becoming Ray Bradbury
Stupid is the new smart—but it wasn’t always so
Popular culture has divorced itself from the life of the
mind. Who has time for great books or deep thought
when there is Jersey Shore to watch, a txt 2 respond
2, and World of Warcraft to play? At the same time,
those who pursue the life of the mind have insulated
themselves from popular culture. Speaking in insider
jargon and writing unread books, intellectuals have
locked themselves away in a ghetto of their own
creation. It wasn’t always so. Blue Collar Intellectuals
vividly captures a time in the twentieth century when
the everyman aspired to high culture and when
intellectuals descended from the ivory tower to speak
to the everyman. Author Daniel J. Flynn profiles
thinkers from working-class backgrounds who played
a prominent role in American life by addressing their
intellectual work to a mass audience. Blue Collar
Intellectuals shows us how much
everyone—intellectual and everyman alike—has
suffered from mass culture’s crowding out of higher
things and the elite’s failure to engage the masses.

Kafka
A collection of classic essays and reviews by a Pulitzer
Prize-winning book critic for the Washington Post
includes writings on the author's first experiences of
Beckett and Faulkner in high school, a meeting of the
P.G. Wodehouse Society, and a discovery of the
Japanese epic The Tale of Genji. Reprint. 10,000 first
printing.
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Great Tales of Terror and the
Supernatural
Collects essays, reviews, and journal articles which
analyze life, literature, faith, and other topics.

An Open Book
A Pulitzer Prize-winning critic's often surprising
meditation on those places where life and books
intersect and what might be learned from both Once
out of school, most of us read for pleasure. Yet there
is another equally important, though often
overlooked, reason that we read: to learn how to live.
Though books have always been understood as lifeteachers, the exact way in which they instruct, cajole,
and convince remains a subject of some mystery.
Drawing on sources as diverse as Dr. Seuss and
Simone Weil, P. G. Wodehouse and Isaiah Berlin,
Pulitzer prize-winning critic Michael Dirda shows how
the wit, wisdom, and enchantment of the written word
can inform and enrich nearly every aspect of life, from
education and work to love and death. Organized by
significant life events and abounding with quotations
from great writers and thinkers, Book by Book
showcases Dirda's considerable knowledge, which he
wears lightly. Favoring showing rather than telling,
Dirda draws the reader deeper into the classics, as
well as lesser-known works of literature, history, and
philosophy, always with an eye to what is relevant to
how we might better understand our lives.

The Raven's Gift
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Gathers stories by Balzac, Poe, Collins, Bierce, Wells,
Saki, Aiken, Hawthorne, and Lovecraft

A Serious Character
The first book in many years to take in the full sweep
of national fiction, The Dream of the Great American
Novel explains why this supposedly antiquated idea
continues to thrive. It shows that four G.A.N. "scripts"
are keys to the dynamics of American literature and
identity--and to the myth of a nation perpetually
under construction.

The Book of Greek and Roman Folktales,
Legends, and Myths
You could describe D.H. Lawrence as the great multiinstrumentalist among the great writers of the
twentieth century. He was a brilliant, endlessly
controversial novelist who transformed, for better and
for worse, the way we write about sex and emotions;
he was a wonderful poet; he was an essayist of
burning curiosity, expansive lyricism, odd humor, and
radical intelligence, equaled, perhaps, only by Virginia
Woolf. Here Geoff Dyer, one of the finest essayists of
our day, draws on the whole range of Lawrence’s
published essays to reintroduce him to a new
generation of readers for whom the essay has
become an important genre. We get Lawrence the
book reviewer, writing about Death in Venice and
welcoming Ernest Hemingway; Lawrence the travel
writer, in Mexico and New Mexico and Italy; Lawrence
the memoirist, depicting his strange sometime-friend
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Maurice Magnus; Lawrence the restless inquirer into
the possibilities of the novel, writing about the novel
and morality and addressing the question of why the
novel matters; and, finally, the Lawrence who
meditates on birdsong or the death of a porcupine in
the Rocky Mountains. Dyer’s selection of Lawrence’s
essays is a wonderful introduction to a fundamental,
dazzling writer.

I Is an Other
Readings
This work has been selected by scholars as being
culturally important and is part of the knowledge base
of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly
other nations. Within the United States, you may
freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body
of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this
work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this
work has been proofread and republished using a
format that seamlessly blends the original graphical
elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process,
and thank you for being an important part of keeping
this knowledge alive and relevant.

Modern Love
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The 700-year history of the novel in English defies
straightforward telling. Encompassing a range of
genres, it is geographically and culturally boundless
and influenced by great novelists working in other
languages. Michael Schmidt, choosing as his travel
companions not critics or theorists but other novelists,
does full justice to its complexity.

Voltaire in Love
"Knowledge is of two kinds," said Samuel Johnson in
1775. "We know a subject ourselves, or we know
where we can find information upon it." Today we
think of Wikipedia as the source of all information, the
ultimate reference. Yet it is just the latest in a long
line of aggregated knowledge--reference works that
have shaped the way we've seen the world for
centuries. You Could Look It Up chronicles the
captivating stories behind these great works and their
contents, and the way they have influenced each
other. From The Code of Hammurabi, the earliest
known compendium of laws in ancient Babylon almost
two millennia before Christ to Pliny's Natural History;
from the 11th-century Domesday Book recording land
holdings in England to Abraham Ortelius's first atlas of
the world; from Samuel Johnson's A Dictionary of the
English Language to The Whole Earth Catalog to
Google, Jack Lynch illuminates the human stories and
accomplishment behind each, as well as its enduring
impact on civilization. In the process, he offers new
insight into the value of knowledge.

Browsings: A Year of Reading, Collecting,
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and Living with Books
From President Obama’s political rhetoric to the
bursting of the housing bubble, from conversations to
commercials, James Geary shows that every aspect of
our day-to-day experience is molded by metaphor.
Geary takes readers from Aristotle’s investigation of
metaphor right up to the latest neuroscientific
insights into how metaphor works in the brain. Witty,
persuasive, and original, I Is an Other explores
metaphor’s effects on financial decision making,
effective advertising, leadership, learning, and more.
Romeo’s exclamation “It is the East, and Juliet is the
sun!” may be one of the most well-known metaphors
in literature, but metaphor is more than a device of
love-struck poets. As Geary demonstrates, metaphor
has leaped off the page and landed with a mighty
splash right in the middle of the stream of
consciousness.

Classics for Pleasure
Organized thematically, a collection of essays
introduces nearly ninety of the world's most
entertaining and informative books, covering
masterpieces of fantasy and science fiction, horror
and adventure, epics, history, philosophy, essays, and
children's literature, by authors ranging from Sappho
and Petronius to Frederick Douglass, Arthur Conan
Doyle, and Georgette Heyer. Reprint.

Bound to Please
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Following the death of their young daughter, John and
Laura visit Venice to try and escape their grief. But
when the couple meet two aged sisters, one of whom
claims to have psychic visions of the dead girl,
strange things start to happen. Filmed in 1973 with
Julie Christie and Donald Sutherland, Daphne du
Maurier's classic thriller starts as a moving
examination of grief but gradually becomes a chilling
tale with a dark and terrifying climax. This adaptation
of Don't Look Now premiered in 2007 at the Sheffield
Lyceum with a transfer to the Lyric Hammersmith.

The Informed Air: Essays
In this new edition of Janet Lewis’s classic short novel,
The Wife of Martin Guerre, Swallow Press executive
editor Kevin Haworth writes that Lewis’s story is “a
short novel of astonishing depth and resonance, a
sharply drawn historical tale that asks contemporary
questions about identity and belonging, about men
and women, and about an individual’s capacity to act
within an inflexible system.” Originally published in
1941, The Wife of Martin Guerre has earned the
respect and admiration of critics and readers for over
sixty years. Based on a notorious trial in sixteenthcentury France, this story of Bertrande de Rols is the
first of three novels making up Lewis’s Cases of
Circumstantial Evidence suite (the other two are The
Trial of Sören Qvist and The Ghost of Monsieur
Scarron). Swallow Press is delighted and honored to
offer readers beautiful new editions of all three Cases
of Circumstantial Evidence novels, each featuring a
new introduction by Kevin Haworth.
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A Way of Life, Like Any Other
The first anthology to present the entire range of
ancient Greek and Roman stories—from myths and
fairy tales to jokes Captured centaurs and satyrs,
incompetent seers, people who suddenly change sex,
a woman who remembers too much, a man who
cannot laugh—these are just some of the colorful
characters who feature in the unforgettable stories
that ancient Greeks and Romans told in their daily
lives. Together they created an incredibly rich body of
popular oral stories that include, but range well
beyond, mythology—from heroic legends, fairy tales,
and fables to ghost stories, urban legends, and jokes.
This unique anthology presents the largest collection
of these tales ever assembled. Featuring nearly four
hundred stories in authoritative and highly readable
translations, this is the first book to offer a
representative selection of the entire range of
traditional classical storytelling. Complete with
beautiful illustrations, this one-of-a-kind anthology will
delight general readers as well as students of classics,
fairy tales, and folklore.

The Dream of the Great American Novel
"Mary Wollstonecraft (1759-1797) and her daughter
Mary Shelley (1797-1851) have each been the subject
of numerous biographies by top tier writers, yet no
author has ever examined their lives in tandem.
Perhaps this is because these two amazing women
never knew each other--Wollstonecraft died of
infection at the age of 38, a week after giving birth to
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her daughter. Nevertheless their lives were closely
intertwined, their choices, dreams and tragedies so
eerily similar, it seems impossible to consider one
without the other: both became famous writers; both
fell in love with brilliant but impossible authors; both
were single mothers and had children out of wedlock
(a shocking and self-destructive act in their day); both
broke out of the rigid conventions of their era and
lived in exile; and both played important roles in the
Romantic era during which they lived. The lives of
both Marys were nothing less than extraordinary,
providing fabulous material for Charlotte Gordon, a
gifted story teller. She seamlessly weaves their lives
together in back and forth narratives, taking readers
on a vivid journey across Revolutionary France and
Victorian England, from the Italian seaports to the
highlands of Scotland, in a book that reads like a
richly textured historical novel"--

The Bad Side of Books
Ezra Pound's greatness as a man of letters - poet,
translator, critic, editor, pedagogue, universal
correspondent - made him a central figure in the
literature of the twentieth century. He was an exotic
and controversial character throughout his life, and
his public career achieved melodrama in l945 when
he was indicted on a charge of treason, for
broadcasting Axis propaganda on Rome radio during
the war. He was eventually confined to a Washington
psychiatric hospital for thirteen years. The final period
of his life, after his release and return to Italy, was as
dramatic - and tragic - as anything that had gone
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before. In this vigorous and fully documented
biography Humphrey Carpenter carefully scrutinizes
and often takes issue with the accepted valuation of
Pound's achievements and his personality. He had
access to Pound's vast correspondence - including
highly revealing letters to his parents - and to medical
records and confidential American government
memoranda relating to Pound's indictment and trial. A
Serious Character is rich in fascinating detail and
acutely challenging in its judgements and
commentary. Its title is taken from one of Pound's
favourite sayings (first recorded in 1913): 'Are you or
are you not, a serious character?'.

The Novel
Filling an important gap in the literary world, The
Richard Peabody Reader is a wide-ranging selection of
this great writer's poetry and prose. As a publisher,
Peabody's steadfast dedication to that which is new,
challenging, innovative, and dynamic has won him a
wide reputation among writers whose work he has
championed. This volume demonstrates those same
values, embodied in nearly four decades of fiercely
smart, sophisticated, and often very funny writing.
From his first collection of poems, I'm in Love with the
Morton Salt Girl, to his most recent collection of short
stories, Blue Suburban Skies, Peabody has established
and developed a thoroughly unique voice, both warm
and piercing, to deliver content that ranges from the
hilarious, as in the short story "Flea Wars," to the
bittersweet, as in the poem "The Other Man is Always
French," to the elegiac, as in the poem in "Civil War
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Pieta," to the absurd, as in the rollicking farce of the
short story, "Bad Day at Ikea." Peabody's aesthetic is
all-embracing—strands of punk, beat, experimental,
feminist, and political protest literary influences blend
with the purely romantic to create a body of work that
is both profound and pleasing.

Why Read the Classics?
A showcase of one hundred of the world's most
significant books offers the author's introductory
essays on such writers as James Boswell, Colette, and
Joseph Roth, and includes explorations of a range of
genres and specific works.

The Talisman Ring
A passionate lifelong fan of the Sherlock Holmes
adventures, Pulitzer Prize–winning critic Michael Dirda
is a member of The Baker Street Irregulars—the most
famous and romantic of all Sherlockian groups.
Combining memoir and appreciation, On Conan Doyle
is a highly engaging personal introduction to Holmes's
creator, as well as a rare insider’s account of the
curiously delightful activities and playful scholarship
of The Baker Street Irregulars. On Conan Doyle is a
much-needed celebration of Arthur Conan Doyle’s
genius for every kind of storytelling.

Memoirs of a Midget
Winner of the Christian Gauss Award for excellence in
literary scholarship from the Phi Beta Kappa Society
Page 14/29

Bookmark File PDF Classics For Pleasure Michael
Dirda
Having excavated the world's earliest novels in his
previous book, literary historian Steven Moore
explores in this sequel the remarkable flowering of
the novel between the years 1600 and 1800-from Don
Quixote to America's first big novel, an homage to
Cervantes entitled Modern Chivalry. This is the period
of such classic novels as Tom Jones, Candide, and
Dangerous Liaisons, but beyond the dozen or so
recognized classics there are hundreds of other
interesting novels that appeared then, known only to
specialists: Spanish picaresques, French heroic
romances, massive Chinese novels, Japanese graphic
novels, eccentric English novels, and the earliest
American novels. These minor novels are not only
interesting in their own right, but also provide the
context needed to appreciate why the major novels
were major breakthroughs. The novel experienced an
explosive growth spurt during these centuries as
novelists experimented with different forms and
genres: epistolary novels, romances, Gothic thrillers,
novels in verse, parodies, science fiction, episodic
road trips, and family sagas, along with quirky,
unclassifiable experiments in fiction that resemble
contemporary, avant-garde works. As in his previous
volume, Moore privileges the innovators and
outriders, those who kept the novel novel. In the most
comprehensive history of this period ever written,
Moore examines over 400 novels from around the
world in a lively style that is as entertaining as it is
informative. Though written for a general audience,
The Novel, An Alternative History also provides the
scholarly apparatus required by the serious student of
the period. This sequel, like its predecessor, is a
“zestfully encyclopedic, avidly opinionated, and
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dazzlingly fresh history of the most 'elastic' of literary
forms” (Booklist).

Death Comes For The Archbishop
Becoming Ray Bradbury chronicles the making of an
iconic American writer by exploring Ray Bradbury's
childhood and early years of his long life in fiction,
film, television, radio, and theater. Jonathan R. Eller
measures the impact of the authors, artists,
illustrators, and filmmakers who stimulated
Bradbury's imagination throughout his first three
decades. Unprecedented access to Bradbury's
personal papers and other private collections provides
insight into his emerging talent through his
unpublished correspondence, his rare but often
insightful notes on writing, and his interactions with
those who mentored him during those early years.
Beginning with his childhood in Waukegan, Illinois,
and Los Angeles, this biography follows Bradbury's
development from avid reader to maturing author,
making a living writing for pulp magazines. Eller
illuminates the sources of Bradbury's growing interest
in the human mind, the human condition, and the
ambiguities of life and death--themes that became
increasingly apparent in his early fiction. Bradbury's
correspondence documents his frustrating encounters
with the major trade publishing houses and his
earliest unpublished reflections on the nature of
authorship. Eller traces the sources of Bradbury's very
conscious decisions, following the sudden success of
The Martian Chronicles and The Illustrated Man, to
voice controversial political statements in his fiction,
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and he highlights the private motivations behind the
burst of creative energy that transformed his novella
"The Fireman" into the classic novel Fahrenheit 451.
Becoming Ray Bradbury reveals Bradbury's emotional
world as it matured through his explorations of
cinema and art, his interactions with agents and
editors, his reading discoveries, and the invaluable
reading suggestions of older writers. These largely
unexplored elements of his life pave the way to a
deeper understanding of his more public
achievements, providing a biography of the mind, the
story of Bradbury's self-education and the emerging
sense of authorship at the heart of his boundless
creativity.

How to be Well Read
Maurice Allington has reached middle age and is
haunted by death. As he says, “I honestly can't see
why everybody who isn't a child, everybody who's
theoretically old enough to have understood what
death means, doesn't spend all his time thinking
about it. It's a pretty arresting thought.” He also
happens to own and run a country inn that is haunted.
The Green Man opens as Maurice's father drops dead
(had he seen something in the room?) and continues
as friends and family convene for the funeral.
Maurice's problems are many and increasing: How to
deal with his own declining health? How to reach out
to a teenage daughter who watches TV all the time?
How to get his best friend's wife in the sack? How to
find another drink? (And another.) And then there is
always death. The Green Man is a ghost story that
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hits a live nerve, a very black comedy with an
uncannily happy ending: in other words, Kingsley
Amis at his best.

The Richard Peabody Reader
This PEN/Hemingway Award winner about coming of
age in Los Angeles is a “little gem of a novel . . . a
masterwork of Hollywood fiction” (Salon). He’s a child
of 1940s Hollywood—specifically, Casa Fiesta, a ranch
in the Malibu hills that he shares with his mother, a
onetime Broadway headliner, and his father, a star of
Westerns. But when his parents fall out of favor in
Tinseltown, the narrator of this exquisitely crafted
dark comedy loses his youthful idyll and accompanies
his lovesick mother on a vodka-soaked international
quest for romance and redemption. Meanwhile, his
father lives in “diminished circumstances” in
California, clinging to his silver-screen mementos,
trusting that, someday soon, his ex-wife and his
career will return. Tired of tending bar at his mother’s
parties and listening to his father’s sad tales of former
glory, the boy moves in with his best friend’s family in
Beverly Hills. But nothing in La-La Land is quite what
it seems, and when his new home turns out to be just
as dysfunctional as the last, our teenage hero must
somehow learn to accept his parents while finding the
courage to break free and become his own man. This
award-winning novel, “a kind of Catcher in the Rye for
the Cheap Trick generation” (GQ), was cited by the
Guardian as one of the “ten best neglected literary
masterpieces.” Written by a New York
Times–bestselling author who was a child of
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Hollywood movie stars himself, it has been praised for
its “spectacularly deadpan humor” by the Atlantic
Monthly and called “an insightful coming-of-age tale”
by the Austin Chronicle.

Blue Collar Intellectuals
Jean Marie Latour is a bishop who has been tasked
with establishing the Roman Catholic church in New
Mexico, which has just officially become a part of the
United States. After a treacherous year-long journey
to reach New Mexico, Latour finds some of the
Mexican religious leaders less than welcoming. Intent
on his goal, Latour works for the remainder of his life
to build a solid religious foundation in the fledgling
territory. Willa Cather was inspired to write Death
Comes for the Archbishop by the life of Archbishop
Jean-Baptiste Lamy who established the Saint Francis
Cathedral in New Mexico between 1869 and 1886.
HarperPerennial Classics brings great works of
literature to life in digital format, upholding the
highest standards in ebook production and
celebrating reading in all its forms. Look for more
titles in the HarperPerennial Classics collection to
build your digital library.

On Conan Doyle
As the annual flood of published novels grows ever
greater, it’s a hard a job to keep up, let alone sort the
wheat from the chaff. Fortunately, literary sleuth and
academic John Sutherland is on hand to do precisely
that. In the course of over 500 wittily informative
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pieces he gives us his own very personal take on the
most rewarding, most remarkable and, on occasion,
most shamelessly enjoyable works of fiction ever
written – the perfect reading list for the would-be
literary expert. His taste is impressively eclectic. An
appreciation of Apuleius’s The Golden Ass – arguably
the first-ever novel – is followed by a consideration of
Ian Fleming’s Goldfinger. The Handmaid’s Tale is
followed by Hangover Square, Jane Eyre by Jaws.
There are imposing Victorian novels, entertaining
contemporary thrillers and everything in between,
from dystopian works to romance. The flavour of each
is brilliantly evoked and its relative merits or demerits
assessed. At the same time, John Sutherland shows
how the work fits into a broader context – whether
that of the author’s life or of other books from the
same genre or period. And he offers endless snippets
of intriguing information: did you know, for example,
that the Nazis banned Bambi or that William Faulkner
wrote As I Lay Dying on an upturned wheelbarrow;
that Voltaire completed Candide in three days, or that
Anna Sewell was paid £20 for Black Beauty?
Encyclopedic and entertaining by turns, this is a
wonderful dip-in book, whose opinions will inform and
on occasion, no doubt, infuriate. It is also effectively a
history of the novel in 500 or so bite-sized pieces.

The Green Man
A posthumously published collection of thirty-six
essays offering Italo Calvino's invigorating and
illuminating analysis of his most treasured literary
classics.
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Journey to the Abyss
Endore’s classic werewolf novel—now back in print for
the first time in over forty years—helped define a
genre and set a new standard in horror fiction The
werewolf is one of the great iconic figures of horror in
folklore, legend, film, and literature. And connoisseurs
of horror fiction know that The Werewolf of Paris is a
cornerstone work, a masterpiece of the genre that
deservedly ranks with Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein,
Bram Stoker’s Dracula, and Robert Louis Stevenson’s
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. Endore’s
classic novel has not only withstood the test of time
since it was first published in 1933, but it boldly used
and portrayed elements of sexual compulsion in ways
that had never been seen before, at least not in
horror literature. In this gripping work of historical
fiction, Endore’s werewolf, an outcast named Bertrand
Caillet, travels across pre-Revolutionary France
seeking to calm the beast within. Stunning in its
sexual frankness and eerie, fog-enshrouded visions,
this novel was decidedly influential for the
generations of horror and science fiction authors who
came afterward.

Book by Book
In 1733, the lovely, intelligent, and married Marquise
du Chatelet commenced her romance with one
Francois-Marie Arouet, a philosophe who had made a
name for himself as "Voltaire." Mitford deftly and
engagingly recounts their exemplary affair, whether
in studious exile in the country, on the run from the
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censor, or in the "thoughtless circles of high society."
Her portrayals of the "scamp" philosopher, his
mistress who was "excessive in everything," and their
"irregular century" are delightful portraits in
themselves and as a group, a fascinating fresco of the
French Enlightenment.

The Wife of Martin Guerre
Now in print for almost 40 years, The New Lifetime
Reading Plan provides readers with brief, informative,
and entertaining introductions to more than 130
classics of world literature. From Homer to
Hawthorne, Plato to Pascal, and Shakespeare to
Solzhenitsyn, the great writers of Western civilization
can be found in its pages. In addition, this new edition
offers a much broader representation of women
authors, such as Charlotte Bronte, Emily Dickinson,
and Edith Wharton, as well as non-Western writers
such as Confucius, Sun-Tzu, Chinua Achebe, Mishima
Yukio, and many others.This fourth edition also
features a simpler format that arranges the works
chronologically in five sections (The Ancient World;
300-1600; 1600-1800; 1800-1900; and The 20th
Century), making them easier to look up than ever
before. It deserves a place in the libraries of all lovers
of literature.

Romantic Outlaws
" A long-lost family heirloom, a young heir falsely
accused of murder, a band of smugglers, two utterly
delightful Heyer heroines, a taciturn, but highly
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resourceful older gentleman - all play their parts in a
tale funny enough to have you laughing
aloud."—Publishers Weekly One of Heyer's funniest
Regency romances, and one of readers' favorites. An
impetuous young lady and a fugitive nobleman?
When spirited Eustacie stumbles into a band of
smugglers, she is delighted to be having an adventure
at last. Their leader, young heir Ludovic Lavenham, is
in hiding, falsely accused of murder. Pursued by the
law, Eustacie and Ludovic find refuge at an
unassuming country inn. And the delightfully sensible
couple who try to keep them out of trouble The
resourceful Miss Sarah Thane and the clear-thinking
Sir Tristram Shield gamely endeavor to prevent
Ludovic's arrest and Eustacie's ruin as the four
conspire to recover the missing talisman ring that will
clear Ludovic's name. WHAT READERS SAY: "A story
in the manner of Jane Austen, of domestic comedy
and love affairs." Times Literary Supplement "A
sparklingly witty book that had me laughing out loud."
"A perfect blend of romance, adventure, and,
especially, humor. One couple is young and brash and
fun, and the other is older and more mature. Seeing
the older couple's relationship grow is one of the
story's highlights. "This is a wonderfully rich novel, full
of excellent secondary characters with lots of charm
and wit." "Nonstop laughter from cover to cover?
probably because there are two heroes and two
heroines, and their chemistry with each other is just
sparkling!" "Hilarious! A hallmark of most of
Georgette Heyer's works is her sense of humor? her
wit and comedic timing are at their best."
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Hindoo Holiday
Collects alphabetically arranged essays on how
classical tradition has shaped popular culture,
government, mathematics, medicine, and drama.

The Classical Tradition
With The Sportswriter, in 1985, Richard Ford began a
cycle of novels that ten years later – after
Independence Day won both the Pulitzer Prize and the
PEN/Faulkner Award – was hailed by The Times of
London as “an extraordinary epic [that] is nothing less
than the story of the twentieth century itself.” Frank
Bascombe’s story resumes, in the fall of 2000, with
the presidential election still hanging in the balance
and Thanksgiving looming before him with all the
perils of a post-nuclear family get-together. He’s now
plying his trade as a realtor on the Jersey shore and
contending with health, marital and familial issues
that have his full attention: “all the ways that life
seems like life at age fifty-five strewn around me like
poppies.” Richard Ford’s first novel in over a decade:
the funniest, most engaging (and explosive) book he’s
written, and a major literary event. From the
Hardcover edition.

The Werewolf of Paris
John Morgan and his wife can barely contain their
excitement upon arriving as new teachers in a Yupik
Inuit village on the windswept Alaskan tundra. Lured
north in search of adventure, the idealistic couple
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hope to immerse themselves in the ancient Arctic
culture. Their move proves disastrous when a deadly
epidemic strikes and the isolated community
descends into total chaos. When outside help fails to
arrive, John's only hope lies in escaping the
snowcovered tundra and the hunger of the other
survivors. His thousand-mile trek across the Alaskan
wilderness grows more improbable when he
encounters a blind Inuit girl and an elderly woman.
The two need his protection from those who would
harm them, and he needs their knowledge of the
terrain and their companionship to survive. The harsh
journey and constant danger push him beyond his
limits as he discovers a new sense of hope and the
possibility of loving again. "If you're not scared, be
scared: Don Rearden's The Raven's Gift will propel
you pell-mell into a terrifying future of plague on the
Alaskan tundra—all too real if you've talked with
elders who survived 1917—all too frightening if you
have sense to know this future can start five minutes
from now." —Seth Kantner author of Ordinary Wolves
"The Raven's Gift has a winning plot, characters we've
never met before, and intriguing details of a world
most of us will never venture to -- creating a read that
opens our eyes and finds the fault lines of a heart in
one breathless sitting." — Jodi Picoult, New York
Times Bestselling Author "Rearden's fresh, new voice
is a kaleidoscope of cultural collision and the
astonishing landscape of the heart." — Ron Spatz,
Editor. Alaska Quarterly Review "A many layered
Alaskan intrigue which is gritty and engaging and an
absolutely good read . . . all in a world, that Alaskan
world -- which I could believe." — Ron Carlson, author
The Speed of Light, Five Skies, News of the World
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"Don Rearden's writing is captivating and new. This is
a writer who has many books in him. I predict he will
be widely read, well respected, and greatly admired."
— Jo-Ann Mapson, author of bestselling novels Bad
Girl Creek, The Wilder Sisters, and Hank & Chloe,
author of bestselling novels Bad Girl Creek, The
Wilder Sisters, and Hank & Chloe "Take a remote
Alaskan village, add a dedicated teacher, toss in a
plague. The Raven’s Gift is a page turner with a
message: We Alaskans are lost if we cannot find our
own way." — Bill Streever, author of Cold: Adventures
in the World's Frozen Places "In The Raven's Gift, Don
Rearden has created a kind of allegory for a people
and place at risk, a generous and honest portrait of
Yup'ik communities. His Alaska is one you won’t yet
have seen." — David Vann, author of bestselling
novels Legend of a Suicide and A Mile Down.

The Novel: An Alternative History,
1600-1800
These fascinating, never-before-published early
diaries of Count Harry Kessler—patron, museum
director, publisher, cultural critic, soldier, secret
agent, and diplomat—present a sweeping panorama
of the arts and politics of Belle Époque Europe, a
glittering world poised to be changed irrevocably by
the Great War. Kessler’s immersion in the new art and
literature of Paris, London, and Berlin unfolds in the
first part of the diaries. This refined world gives way
to vivid descriptions of the horrific fighting on the
Eastern and Western fronts of World War I, the
intriguing private discussions among the German
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political and military elite about the progress of the
war, as well as Kessler’s account of his role as a
diplomat with a secret mission in Switzerland.
Profoundly modern and often prescient, Kessler was
an erudite cultural impresario and catalyst who as a
cofounder of the avant-garde journal Pan met and
contributed articles about many of the leading artists
and writers of the day. In 1903 he became director of
the Grand Ducal Museum of Arts and Crafts in
Weimar, determined to make it a center of aesthetic
modernism together with his friend the architect
Henry van de Velde, whose school of design would
eventually become the Bauhaus. When a public
scandal forced his resignation in 1906, Kessler turned
to other projects, including collaborating with the
Austrian writer Hugo von Hofmannsthal and the
German composer Richard Strauss on the opera Der
Rosenkavalier and the ballet The Legend of Joseph,
which was performed in 1914 by the Ballets Russes in
London and Paris. In 1913 he founded the CranachPresse in Weimar, one of the most important private
presses of the twentieth century. The diaries present
brilliant, sharply etched, and often richly comical
descriptions of his encounters, conversations, and
creative collaborations with some of the most
celebrated people of his time: Otto von Bismarck, Paul
von Hindenburg, Hugo von Hofmannsthal, Richard
Strauss, Igor Stravinsky, Sergei Diaghilev, Vaslav
Nijinsky, Isadora Duncan, Ruth St. Denis, Sarah
Bernhardt, Friedrich Nietzsche, Rainer Marie Rilke,
Paul Verlaine, Gordon Craig, George Bernard Shaw,
Harley Granville-Barker, Max Klinger, Arnold Böcklin,
Max Beckmann, Aristide Maillol, Auguste Rodin, Edgar
Degas, Éduard Vuillard, Claude Monet, Edvard Munch,
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Ida Rubinstein, Gabriele D’Annunzio, Pierre Bonnard,
and Walther Rathenau, among others. Remarkably
insightful, poignant, and cinematic in their scope,
Kessler’s diaries are an invaluable record of one of the
most volatile and seminal moments in modern
Western history. From the Hardcover edition.
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