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An Edible History of Humanity
'The Precipice is a powerful book . . . Ord's love for humanity and hope for its
future is infectious' Spectator 'Ord's analysis of the science is exemplary . . .
Thrillingly written' Sunday Times We live during the most important era of human
history. In the twentieth century, we developed the means to destroy ourselves –
without developing the moral framework to ensure we won't. This is the Precipice,
and how we respond to it will be the most crucial decision of our time. Oxford
moral philosopher Toby Ord explores the risks to humanity's future, from the
familiar man-made threats of climate change and nuclear war, to the potentially
greater, more unfamiliar threats from engineered pandemics and advanced
artificial intelligence. With clear and rigorous thinking, Ord calculates the various
risk levels, and shows how our own time fits within the larger story of human
history. We can say with certainty that the novel coronavirus does not pose such a
risk. But could the next pandemic? And what can we do, in our present moment, to
face the risks head on? A major work that brings together the disciplines of
physics, biology, earth and computer science, history, anthropology, statistics,
international relations, political science and moral philosophy, The Precipice is a
call for a new understanding of our age: a major reorientation in the way we see
the world, our history, and the role we play in it.

A Short History of Progress
The Future of Humanity seeks to answer the question: “What kind of global
civilization should human beings pursue and what do we have to do collectively?,”
one a question that has preoccupied scholars, philosophers and politicians for
centuries. In doing so, the book tackles concepts as monumental as the keys to
happiness, alien nonconventional intelligence, immortality, morality and China’s
possible role in bringing about a better worldjoining this global discussion. To
navigate these many and complex topics, Jin combines the spiritual insights of
ancient Chinese thinkers with a deep respect for the accomplishments and
discoveries of modern Western science, exploring and explaining her distinct vision
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for a what a better, global future civilization could be.

Between the World and Me
In Ishmael, Daniel Quinn offered new ways of seeing and understanding human
history, and our collective future. His message was transformative for millions of
people, and Ishmael continues to attract tens of thousands of new readers each
year. Subsequent works, such as The Story of B and My Ishmael, expanded upon
his insights and teachings, but only now does he finally tackle the one question he
has been asked hundreds of times but has never taken on: "How do you do what
you do?" In If They Give You Lined Paper, Write Sideways Quinn elucidates for
readers the methods behind his own thought processes, challenging and ultimately
empowering them to view the world for themselves in creative, perhaps even
revolutionary ways. If They Give You Lines Paper, Write Sideways also includes
Quinn's never-before-published essays "The New Renaissance" and "Our
Religions." There is a scientific consensus that global warming is approaching a
tipping point beyond no return faster than had previously been predicted. Quinn
has long portrayed humans as "a species of beings, which, while supposedly
rational, are destroying the very planet they live on." So what are we to do? There
has never been a plan for the future - and there never will be. But something
extraordinary will happen in the next two or three decades; the people of our
culture will learn to live sustainably - or not. Either way, it will be extraordinary.
The sooner we understand this reality, the greater the chances that human society
will transform itself so that the human race might have a future. From the Trade
Paperback edition.

The Singularity Is Near
Each time history repeats itself, so it's said, the price goes up. The twentieth
century was a time of runaway growth in human population, consumption, and
technology, placing a colossal load on all natural systems, especially earth, air, and
water — the very elements of life. The most urgent questions of the twenty-first
century are: where will this growth lead? can it be consolidated or sustained? and
what kind of world is our present bequeathing to our future?In his #1 bestseller A
Short History of Progress Ronald Wright argues that our modern predicament is as
old as civilization, a 10,000-year experiment we have participated in but seldom
controlled. Only by understanding the patterns of triumph and disaster that
humanity has repeated around the world since the Stone Age can we recognize the
experiment's inherent dangers, and, with luck and wisdom, shape its outcome.

Childhood's End
A sophisticated investigation into the persistence of myth in the modern world
draws on a wide range of memoirs, poems, fiction and philosophy to explore how
the human imagination is compelled by hardship into worlds beyond real
experience. By the author of Straw Dogs.

Physics of the Future
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Argues that if humankind is to survive, it must move beyond an exploitation of the
planet and its resources, other species, and other human beings to an enlightened
future that emphasizes sustaining rather than consuming the world

Our Final Hour
In the Retro Hugo Award–nominated novel that inspired the Syfy miniseries, alien
invaders bring peace to Earth—at a grave price: “A first-rate tour de force” (The
New York Times). In the near future, enormous silver spaceships appear without
warning over mankind’s largest cities. They belong to the Overlords, an alien race
far superior to humanity in technological development. Their purpose is to
dominate Earth. Their demands, however, are surprisingly benevolent: end war,
poverty, and cruelty. Their presence, rather than signaling the end of humanity,
ushers in a golden age . . . or so it seems. Without conflict, human culture and
progress stagnate. As the years pass, it becomes clear that the Overlords have a
hidden agenda for the evolution of the human race that may not be as benevolent
as it seems. “Frighteningly logical, believable, and grimly prophetic . . . Clarke is a
master.” —Los Angeles Times

The Man who Grew Young
First published by Penguin Press in hardcover as The knowledge: how to rebuild
our world from scratch, 2014.

On the Future
The book explores the central question facing humanity today: how can we best
survive the ten great existential challenges that are now coming together to
confront us? Besides describing these challenges from the latest scientific
perspectives, it also outlines and integrates the solutions, both at global and
individual level and concludes optimistically. This book brings together in one easyto-read work the principal issues facing humanity. It is written for the two next
generations who will have to deal with the compounding risks they inherit, and
which flow from overpopulation, resource pressures and human nature. The author
examines ten intersecting areas of activity (mass extinction, resource depletion,
WMD, climate change, universal toxicity, food crises, population and urban
expansion, pandemic disease, dangerous new technologies and self-delusion)
which pose manifest risks to civilization and, potentially, to our species’ long-term
future. This isn’t a book just about problems. It is also about solutions. Every
chapter concludes with clear conclusions and consensus advice on what needs to
be done at global level —but it also empowers individuals with what they can do
for themselves to make a difference. Unlike other books, it offers integrated
solutions across the areas of greatest risk. It explains why Homo sapiens is no
longer an appropriate name for our species, and what should be done about it.

Ishmael
“Startling in scope and bravado.” —Janet Maslin, The New York Times “Artfully
envisions a breathtakingly better world.” —Los Angeles Times “Elaborate, smart
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and persuasive.” —The Boston Globe “A pleasure to read.” —The Wall Street
Journal One of CBS News’s Best Fall Books of 2005 • Among St Louis PostDispatch’s Best Nonfiction Books of 2005 • One of Amazon.com’s Best Science
Books of 2005 A radical and optimistic view of the future course of human
development from the bestselling author of How to Create a Mind and The Age of
Spiritual Machines who Bill Gates calls “the best person I know at predicting the
future of artificial intelligence” For over three decades, Ray Kurzweil has been one
of the most respected and provocative advocates of the role of technology in our
future. In his classic The Age of Spiritual Machines, he argued that computers
would soon rival the full range of human intelligence at its best. Now he examines
the next step in this inexorable evolutionary process: the union of human and
machine, in which the knowledge and skills embedded in our brains will be
combined with the vastly greater capacity, speed, and knowledge-sharing ability of
our creations. From the Trade Paperback edition.

A Newcomer's Guide to the Afterlife
One of the most beloved and bestselling novels of spiritual adventure ever
published, Ishmael has earned a passionate following among readers and critics
alike. This special twenty-fifth anniversary edition features a new foreword and
afterword by the author, as well as an excerpt from My Ishmael. TEACHER SEEKS
PUPIL. Must have an earnest desire to save the world. Apply in person. It was just a
three-line ad in the personals section, but it launched the adventure of a lifetime.
So begins an utterly unique and captivating novel. In Ishmael, which received the
Turner Tomorrow Fellowship for the best work of fiction offering positive solutions
to global problems, Daniel Quinn parses humanity’s origins and its relationship
with nature, in search of an answer to this challenging question: How can we save
the world from ourselves? Praise for Ishmael “As suspenseful, inventive, and
socially urgent as any fiction or nonfiction you are likely to read this or any other
year.”—The Austin Chronicle “Before we’re halfway through this slim book . . .
we’re in [Daniel Quinn’s] grip, we want Ishmael to teach us how to save the planet
from ourselves. We want to change our lives.”—The Washington Post “Arthur
Koestler, in an essay in which he wondered whether mankind would go the way of
the dinosaur, formulated what he called the Dinosaur’s Prayer: ‘Lord, a little more
time!’ Ishmael does its bit to answer that prayer and may just possibly have
bought us all a little more time.”—Los Angeles Times

The Knowledge
Providence is Quinn's fascinating memoir of his life-long spiritual voyage. His
journey takes him from a childhood dream in Omaha setting him on a search for
fulfillment, to his time as a postulant in the Trappist order under the guidance of
eminent theologian Thomas Merton. Later, his quest took him through the deep
self-discovery of psychoanalysis, through a failed marriage during the turbulent
and exciting 60s, to finding fulfillment with his wife Rennie and a career as a writer.
In Providence Quinn also details his rejection of organized religion and his personal
rediscovery of what he says is humankind's first and only universal religion, the
theology that forms the basis for Ishmael. Providence is an insightful book that
address issues of education, psychology, religion, science, marriage, and selfunderstanding, and will give insight to anyone who has ever struggled to forge and
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enact a personal spirituality.

A Brief Natural History of Civilization
An analysis of the potentially catastrophic implications of the growing worldwide
unemployment crisis explains how we can avoid economic collapse, create
conditions for a new more humane social order, and redefine the role of the
individual in the new technological society. Original. 30,000 first printing.

Tales of Adam
Daniel Quinn, well known for Ishmael – a life-changing book for readers the world
over – once again turns the tables and creates an otherworld that is very like our
own, yet fascinating beyond words. Imagine that Nazi Germany was the first to
develop an atomic bomb and the Allies surrendered. America was never bombed,
occupied, or even invaded, but was nonetheless forced to recognize Nazi world
dominance. The Nazis continued to press their campaign to rid the planet of
“mongrel races” until eventually the world – from Capetown to Tokyo – was
populated by only white faces. Two thousand years in the future people don’t
remember, or much care, about this distant past. The reality is that to be human is
to be Caucasian, and what came before was literally ancient history having nothing
to do with those then living. Now imagine that reincarnation is real, that souls
migrate over time from one living creature to another, and that a soul that once
animated an American black woman living at the time of World War II now
animates an Aryan in Quinn’s new world, and that due to a traumatic accident
memories of this earlier incarnation assert themselves. Compared by readers and
critics alike to 1984 and Brave New World, After Dachau is a new dystopian classic
with much to say about our own time, and the dynamics of human history.

A Greater World Is Possible
A compelling evolutionary narrative that reveals how human civilization follows the
same ecological rules that shape all life on Earth Offering a bold new
understanding of who we are, where we came from, and where we are going,
noted ecologist Mark Bertness argues that human beings and their civilization are
the products of the same self-organization, evolutionary adaptation, and natural
selection processes that have created all other life on Earth. Bertness follows the
evolutionary process from the primordial soup of two billion years ago through
today, exploring the ways opposing forces of competition and cooperation have led
to current assemblages of people, animals, and plants. Bertness’s thoughtful
examination of human history from the perspective of natural history provides new
insights about why and how civilization developed as it has and explores how
humans, as a species, might have to consciously overrule our evolutionary drivers
to survive future challenges.

The Philosophical Foundations of Ecological Civilization
A provocative and inspiring look at the future of humanity and science from worldrenowned scientist and bestselling author Martin Rees Humanity has reached a
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critical moment. Our world is unsettled and rapidly changing, and we face
existential risks over the next century. Various outcomes—good and bad—are
possible. Yet our approach to the future is characterized by short-term thinking,
polarizing debates, alarmist rhetoric, and pessimism. In this short, exhilarating
book, renowned scientist and bestselling author Martin Rees argues that
humanity’s prospects depend on our taking a very different approach to planning
for tomorrow. The future of humanity is bound to the future of science and hinges
on how successfully we harness technological advances to address our challenges.
If we are to use science to solve our problems while avoiding its dystopian risks,
we must think rationally, globally, collectively, and optimistically about the long
term. Advances in biotechnology, cybertechnology, robotics, and artificial
intelligence—if pursued and applied wisely—could empower us to boost the
developing and developed world and overcome the threats humanity faces on
Earth, from climate change to nuclear war. At the same time, further advances in
space science will allow humans to explore the solar system and beyond with
robots and AI. But there is no “Plan B” for Earth—no viable alternative within reach
if we do not care for our home planet. Rich with fascinating insights into cuttingedge science and technology, this accessible book will captivate anyone who wants
to understand the critical issues that will define the future of humanity on Earth
and beyond.

The Population Bomb
A masterful tale of a future world where life runs backward, and the trials of one
man who cannot find a mother to return to.

Beyond Words
Thirty years ago Bill McKibben offered one of the earliest warnings about climate
change. Now he broadens the warning: the entire human game, he suggests, has
begun to play itself out. Bill McKibben’s groundbreaking book The End of Nature -issued in dozens of languages and long regarded as a classic -- was the first book
to alert us to global warming. But the danger is broader than that: even as climate
change shrinks the space where our civilization can exist, new technologies like
artificial intelligence and robotics threaten to bleach away the variety of human
experience. Falter tells the story of these converging trends and of the ideological
fervor that keeps us from bringing them under control. And then, drawing on
McKibben’s experience in building 350.org, the first truly global citizens movement
to combat climate change, it offers some possible ways out of the trap. We’re at a
bleak moment in human history -- and we’ll either confront that bleakness or watch
the civilization our forebears built slip away. Falter is a powerful and sobering call
to arms, to save not only our planet but also our humanity.

Beyond Civilization
Winner of the 2019 Phi Beta Kappa Award for Science "A valuable perspective on
the most important problem of our time." —Adam Becker, NPR Light of the Stars
tells the story of humanity’s coming of age as we realize we might not be alone in
this universe. Astrophysicist Adam Frank traces the question of alien life from the
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ancient Greeks to modern thinkers, and he demonstrates that recognizing the
possibility of its existence might be the key to save us from climate change. With
clarity and conviction, Light of the Stars asks the consequential question: What can
the likely presence of life on other planets tell us about our own fate?

Surviving the 21st Century
A scientist known for unraveling the complexities of the universe over millions of
years, Sir Martin Rees now warns that humankind is potentially the maker of its
own demise -- and that of the cosmos. Though the twenty-first century could be
the critical era in which life on Earth spreads beyond our solar system, it is just as
likely that we have endangered the future of the entire universe. With clarity and
precision, Rees maps out the ways technology could destroy our species and
thereby foreclose the potential of a living universe whose evolution has just begun.
Rees boldly forecasts the startling risks that stem from our accelerating rate of
technological advances. We could be wiped out by lethal "engineered" airborne
viruses, or by rogue nano-machines that replicate catastrophically. Experiments
that crash together atomic nuclei could start a chain reaction that erodes all atoms
of Earth, or could even tear the fabric of space itself. Through malign intent or by
mistake, a single event could trigger global disaster. Though we can never
completely safeguard our future, increased regulation and inspection can help us
to prevent catastrophe. Rees's vision of the infinite future that we have put at risk
-- a cosmos more vast and diverse than any of us has ever imagined -- is both a
work of stunning scientific originality and a humanistic clarion call on behalf of the
future of life.

Beyond Civilization
The classic study of post-Cold War international relations, more relevant than ever
in the post-9/11 world, with a new foreword by Zbigniew Brzezinski. Since its initial
publication, The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order has
become a classic work of international relations and one of the most influential
books ever written about foreign affairs. An insightful and powerful analysis of the
forces driving global politics, it is as indispensable to our understanding of
American foreign policy today as the day it was published. As former National
Security Adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski says in his new foreword to the book, it “has
earned a place on the shelf of only about a dozen or so truly enduring works that
provide the quintessential insights necessary for a broad understanding of world
affairs in our time.” Samuel Huntington explains how clashes between civilizations
are the greatest threat to world peace but also how an international order based
on civilizations is the best safeguard against war. Events since the publication of
the book have proved the wisdom of that analysis. The 9/11 attacks and wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan have demonstrated the threat of civilizations but have also
shown how vital international cross-civilization cooperation is to restoring peace.
As ideological distinctions among nations have been replaced by cultural
differences, world politics has been reconfigured. Across the globe, new
conflicts—and new cooperation—have replaced the old order of the Cold War era.
The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order explains how the
population explosion in Muslim countries and the economic rise of East Asia are
changing global politics. These developments challenge Western dominance,
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promote opposition to supposedly “universal” Western ideals, and intensify
intercivilization conflict over such issues as nuclear proliferation, immigration,
human rights, and democracy. The Muslim population surge has led to many small
wars throughout Eurasia, and the rise of China could lead to a global war of
civilizations. Huntington offers a strategy for the West to preserve its unique
culture and emphasizes the need for people everywhere to learn to coexist in a
complex, multipolar, muliticivilizational world.

After Dachau
They knew us before we began to walk upright. Shamans called them guardians,
mythmakers called them tricksters, pagans called them gods, churchmen called
them demons, folklorists called them shape-shifters. They’ve obligingly taken any
role we’ve assigned them, and, while needing nothing from us, have accepted
whatever we thought was their due – love, hate, fear, worship, condemnation,
neglect, oblivion. Even in modern times, when their existence is doubted or denied,
they continue to extend invitations to those who would travel a different road, a
road not found on any of our cultural maps. But now, perceiving us as a threat to
life itself, they issue their invitations with a dark purpose of their own. In this
dazzling metaphysical thriller, four who put themselves in the hands of these allbut-forgotten Others venture across a sinister American landscape hidden from
normal view, finding their way to interlocking destinies of death, terror,
transcendental rapture, and shattering enlightenment. From the Trade Paperback
edition.

Falter
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER The #1 bestselling author of The Future of the Mind
traverses the frontiers of astrophysics, artificial intelligence, and technology to
offer a stunning vision of man's future in space, from settling Mars to traveling to
distant galaxies. We are entering a new Golden Age of space exploration. With
irrepressible enthusiasm and a deep understanding of the cutting-edge research in
space travel, World-renowned physicist and futurist Dr. Michio Kaku presents a
compelling vision of how humanity may develop a sustainable civilization in outer
space. He reveals the developments in robotics, nanotechnology, and
biotechnology that may allow us to terraform and build habitable cities on Mars
and beyond. He then journeys out of our solar system and discusses how new
technologies such as nanoships, laser sails, and fusion rockets may actually make
interstellar travel a possibility. We travel beyond our galaxy, and even beyond our
universe, as Kaku investigates some of the hottest topics in science today,
including warp drive, wormholes, hyperspace, parallel universes, and the
multiverse. Ultimately, he shows us how humans may someday achieve a form of
immortality and be able to leave our bodies entirely, laser porting to new havens in
space.

The Silence of Animals
A scenario for the next half-century (2020 - 2070) that explores climate disruption,
a world systems crisis, a great fall for humanity, a time of great sorrow, awakening
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to our predicament as a human community, and together confronting the choice of
rising to a higher level of maturity and potential as a species. While moving toward
a pathway of great transition, Choosing Earth also acknowledges two other futures
that are powerfully present in the world: 1) A pathway of breakdown, chaos and
collapse; and 2) a pathway of authoritarian control enhanced with AI that wrenches
the world back from the brink of catastrophe with the strict controls. This wideranging book looks wide, deep, and long: Looks wide by integrating a wide range
and diversity of knowledge sources. Looks deep by including consciousness,
awakening experiences, compassion and other invisible factors for understanding.
Looks long by raising our gaze to the next half-century and beyond to get our
bearings for the changing pathway ahead.

If They Give You Lined Paper, Write Sideways.
A lighthearted chronicle of how foods have transformed human culture throughout
the ages traces the barley- and wheat-driven early civilizations of the near East
through the corn and potato industries in America.

The Big Nine
Civilization and Its Discontents is considered Freud's most brilliant work. In it he
states his views on the broad question of man's place in the world. It has been
praised, dissected, lambasted, interpreted, and reinterpreted. Originally published
in 1930, it seeks to answer several questions fundamental to human society and its
organization—What influences led to the creation of civilization? Why and how did
it come to be? What determines civilization’s trajectory? This process, argues
Freud, is an inherent quality of civilization that instills perpetual feelings of
discontent in its citizens. Freud's theme is that what works for civilization doesn't
necessarily work for man. Man, by nature aggressive and egotistical, seeks selfsatisfaction.

The Future of Humanity
The global ecological crisis is the greatest challenge humanity has ever had to
confront, and humanity is failing. The triumph of the neo-liberal agenda, together
with a debauched ‘scientism’, has reduced nature and people to nothing but raw
materials, instruments and consumers to be efficiently managed in a global market
dominated by corporate managers, media moguls and technocrats. The arts and
the humanities have been devalued, genuine science has been crippled, and the
quest for autonomy and democracy undermined. The resultant trajectory towards
global ecological destruction appears inexorable, and neither governments nor
environmental movements have significantly altered this, or indeed, seem able to.
The Philosophical Foundations of Ecological Civilization is a wide-ranging and
scholarly analysis of this failure. This book reframes the dynamics of the debate
beyond the discourses of economics, politics and techno-science. Reviving natural
philosophy to align science with the humanities, it offers the categories required to
reform our modes of existence and our institutions so that we augment, rather
than undermine, the life of the ecosystems of which we are part. From this
philosophical foundation, the author puts forth a manifesto for transforming our
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culture into one which could provide an effective global environmental movement
and provide the foundations for a global ecological civilization.

Providence
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NATIONAL BOOK AWARD WINNER • NAMED
ONE OF TIME’S TEN BEST NONFICTION BOOKS OF THE DECADE • PULITZER PRIZE
FINALIST • NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD FINALIST • ONE OF OPRAH’S
“BOOKS THAT HELP ME THROUGH” • NOW AN HBO ORIGINAL SPECIAL EVENT
Hailed by Toni Morrison as “required reading,” a bold and personal literary
exploration of America’s racial history by “the most important essayist in a
generation and a writer who changed the national political conversation about
race” (Rolling Stone) NAMED ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL BOOKS OF THE
DECADE BY CNN • NAMED ONE OF PASTE’S BEST MEMOIRS OF THE DECADE •
NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times Book
Review • O: The Oprah Magazine • The Washington Post • People • Entertainment
Weekly • Vogue • Los Angeles Times • San Francisco Chronicle • Chicago Tribune
• New York • Newsday • Library Journal • Publishers Weekly In a profound work
that pivots from the biggest questions about American history and ideals to the
most intimate concerns of a father for his son, Ta-Nehisi Coates offers a powerful
new framework for understanding our nation’s history and current crisis.
Americans have built an empire on the idea of “race,” a falsehood that damages us
all but falls most heavily on the bodies of black women and men—bodies exploited
through slavery and segregation, and, today, threatened, locked up, and murdered
out of all proportion. What is it like to inhabit a black body and find a way to live
within it? And how can we all honestly reckon with this fraught history and free
ourselves from its burden? Between the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi Coates’s
attempt to answer these questions in a letter to his adolescent son. Coates shares
with his son—and readers—the story of his awakening to the truth about his place
in the world through a series of revelatory experiences, from Howard University to
Civil War battlefields, from the South Side of Chicago to Paris, from his childhood
home to the living rooms of mothers whose children’s lives were taken as
American plunder. Beautifully woven from personal narrative, reimagined history,
and fresh, emotionally charged reportage, Between the World and Me clearly
illuminates the past, bracingly confronts our present, and offers a transcendent
vision for a way forward.

Civilization and Its Discontents
A call-to-arms about the broken nature of artificial intelligence, and the powerful
corporations that are turning the human-machine relationship on its head. We like
to think that we are in control of the future of "artificial" intelligence. The reality,
though, is that we--the everyday people whose data powers AI--aren't actually in
control of anything. When, for example, we speak with Alexa, we contribute that
data to a system we can't see and have no input into--one largely free from
regulation or oversight. The big nine corporations--Amazon, Google, Facebook,
Tencent, Baidu, Alibaba, Microsoft, IBM and Apple--are the new gods of AI and are
short-changing our futures to reap immediate financial gain. In this book, Amy
Webb reveals the pervasive, invisible ways in which the foundations of AI--the
people working on the system, their motivations, the technology itself--is broken.
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Within our lifetimes, AI will, by design, begin to behave unpredictably, thinking and
acting in ways which defy human logic. The big nine corporations may be
inadvertently building and enabling vast arrays of intelligent systems that don't
share our motivations, desires, or hopes for the future of humanity. Much more
than a passionate, human-centered call-to-arms, this book delivers a strategy for
changing course, and provides a path for liberating us from algorithmic decisionmakers and powerful corporations.

The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order
You may not be able to go to Mars yourself, but thanks to Mars One, you can follow
along as Mars's first permanent human settlers prepare for their missionand now,
withMars One: The Human Factor, you can step inside the experience of these
astronaut pioneers as they live out the dreams of millions. In 2013, Mars One
announced their intentions to establish a permanent human settlement on Mars
beginning as early as 2024; they launched their astronaut selection program and
received thousands of applications. In 2015, a documentary reality series will give
the world a window into the captivating details of the crew selection and training
process. Mars One: The Human Factor, timed to release alongside the show,
explores the various human dimensions of Mars One's planned expeditions to
Mars. Edited by Norbert Kraft, MD, Mars One's Chief Medical Officer and head of
crew selection and training, and James R. Kass, PhD, and Raye Kass, PhD, the other
two members of the Mars One crew selection and training committee, the
collection of scientists, psychologists, historians, and others provides a behind-thescenes look at the process and criteria used to choose candidates, as well as
fascinating details about their future life on Mars. What essential skills and training
with the Mars One astronauts need to get to and then survive on Mars? What
combination of genders and ages make for the most effective four-person crew?
How do individuals' cultural backgrounds factor in? Will settlers be able to
communicate with Earth? What can the Mars One mission learn from past periods
of human exploration? What are the complexities of a group of four, and ultimately
hundreds, operating with complete independence from human societies on Earth?
What are the psychological ramifications of knowing your actions are being
watched by millions of people? What does Mars One hope watching the process will
mean for viewers at home? The book also includes excerpts from official Mars One
documents, including candidate questionnaires, and excerpts of letters from
prospective crew members.

The Story of B
The Future of Humanity
The guide of choice for anyone who plans to die someday--are YOU ready for the
AFTERLIFE? To find out, take this simple quiz: 1. Like Earth, the Afterlife has
celebrities, outcasts, deadheads, losers, and busybodies. True False 2. Is there an
Afterlife after the Afterlife? Yes No 3. When you first arrive on "the Other Side," you
will be given: a) a set of wings b) a toaster c) a copy of A Newcomer's Guide to the
Afterlife Don't worry if you're not sure how to respond. A Newcomer's Guide to the
Page 11/16

Download Ebook Beyond Civilization Humanitys Next Great Adventure
Daniel Quinn
Afterlife has answers to these questions and more--and if you're lucky, some of
them may turn out to be right! An irreverent, one-of-a-kind compendium from the
award-winning author of Ishmael, A Newcomer's Guide to the Afterlife can be read
as a parable, an allegory, a work of fiction--or exactly what it claims to be: a helpful
handbook for the recently deceased. It is filled with uncommon wisdom, bizarre
imaginings, uncanny perceptions, and unexpected humor. Is it fantastic escapism
or a seminal event in human history? Read it and find out. Face it. The Afterlife is
the ultimate test. You might as well study.

Light of the Stars: Alien Worlds and the Fate of the Earth
Imagine, if you can, the world in the year 2100. In Physics of the Future, Michio
Kaku—the New York Times bestselling author of Physics of the Impossible—gives
us a stunning, provocative, and exhilarating vision of the coming century based on
interviews with over three hundred of the world’s top scientists who are already
inventing the future in their labs. The result is the most authoritative and
scientifically accurate description of the revolutionary developments taking place
in medicine, computers, artificial intelligence, nanotechnology, energy production,
and astronautics. In all likelihood, by 2100 we will control computers via tiny brain
sensors and, like magicians, move objects around with the power of our minds.
Artificial intelligence will be dispersed throughout the environment, and Internetenabled contact lenses will allow us to access the world's information base or
conjure up any image we desire in the blink of an eye. Meanwhile, cars will drive
themselves using GPS, and if room-temperature superconductors are discovered,
vehicles will effortlessly fly on a cushion of air, coasting on powerful magnetic
fields and ushering in the age of magnetism. Using molecular medicine, scientists
will be able to grow almost every organ of the body and cure genetic diseases.
Millions of tiny DNA sensors and nanoparticles patrolling our blood cells will silently
scan our bodies for the first sign of illness, while rapid advances in genetic
research will enable us to slow down or maybe even reverse the aging process,
allowing human life spans to increase dramatically. In space, radically new
ships—needle-sized vessels using laser propulsion—could replace the expensive
chemical rockets of today and perhaps visit nearby stars. Advances in
nanotechnology may lead to the fabled space elevator, which would propel
humans hundreds of miles above the earth’s atmosphere at the push of a button.
But these astonishing revelations are only the tip of the iceberg. Kaku also
discusses emotional robots, antimatter rockets, X-ray vision, and the ability to
create new life-forms, and he considers the development of the world economy. He
addresses the key questions: Who are the winner and losers of the future? Who will
have jobs, and which nations will prosper? All the while, Kaku illuminates the
rigorous scientific principles, examining the rate at which certain technologies are
likely to mature, how far they can advance, and what their ultimate limitations and
hazards are. Synthesizing a vast amount of information to construct an exciting
look at the years leading up to 2100, Physics of the Future is a thrilling, wondrous
ride through the next 100 years of breathtaking scientific revolution.

Choosing Earth
In Beyond Civilization, Daniel Quinn thinks the unthinkable. We all know there's no
one right way to build a bicycle, no one right way to design an automobile, no one
Page 12/16

Download Ebook Beyond Civilization Humanitys Next Great Adventure
Daniel Quinn
right way to make a pair of shoes, but we're convinced that there must be only one
right way to live -- and the one we have is it, no matter what. Beyond Civilization
makes practical sense of the vision of Daniel Quinn's best-selling novel Ishmael.
Examining ancient civilizations such as the Maya and the Olmec, as well as modernday microcosms of alternative living like circus societies, Quinn guides us on a
quest for a new model for society, one that is forward-thinking and encourages
diversity instead of suppressing it. Beyond Civilization is not about a "New World
Order" but a "New Personal World Order" that would allow people to assert control
over their own destiny and grant them the freedom to create their own way of life
right now -- not in some distant utopian future. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Mars One: Humanity's Next Great Adventure
A study of what would happen to Earth if the human presence was removed
examines our legacy for the planet, from the objects that would vanish without
human intervention to those that would become long-lasting remnants of
humankind.

The End of Work
This book represents the author's reflection about the state of civilization, some
possible futures and the deep moral implications of the great choices that
civilization has to make. Very often such choices are driven by the more or less
informal evolution of social and international relationships, rather than by a
reasoned and motivated rationale. There is a big difference between United States
and Europe in the perception of outer space, as an area of possible expansion.
However, even where this discussion becomes far more advanced, it is hard to
overcome the old paradigm of space exploration for its own sake, which has
characterised the strategy of the world's largest and most advanced space agency,
NASA. So much so that even NASA has often found itself needing to reinvent
communication strategies, aimed at not losing the public funding necessary for its
survival. Personally, before properly understanding the mechanisms that
determined this state of affairs for so long, I was always shocked and speechless
when facing these manifestations of what I thought to be a cultural inconsistency.
Why not state clearly that, should we not expand into space within this century,
our civilisation would be prematurely terminated? Why not acknowledge that the
expansion beyond the limits of our mother planet is an absolute and vital necessity
for a civilization that will soon exceed eight billion individuals? The multiple
reasons for such a failure, for not accepting the agencies' main mission are
political, economic and military. They are philosophical as well, deeply rooted in
what I call the pre-Copernican paradigm of the

War! What Is It Good For?
The Story of B combines Daniel Quinn's provocative and visionary ideas with a
masterfully plotted story of adventure and suspense in this stunning, resonant
novel that is sure to stay with readers long after they have finished the last page.
Father Jared Osborne--bound by a centuries-old mandate held by his order to know
before all others that the Antichrist is among us--is sent to Europe on a mission to
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find a peripatetic preacher whose radical message is attracting a growing circle of
followers. The target of Osborne's investigation is an American known only as B. He
isn't teaching New Age platitudes or building a fanatical following; instead, he is
quietly uncovering the hidden history of our planet, redefining the fall of man, and
retracing a path of human spirituality that extends millions of years into the past.
From the beginning, Fr. Osborne is stunned, outraged, and awed by the simplicity
and profundity of B's teachings. Is B merely a heretic--or is he the Antichrist sent to
seduce humanity not with wickedness, but with ideas more alluring than those of
traditional religion? With surprising twists and fascinating characters, The Story of
B answers this question as it sends readers on an intellectual journey that will
forever change the way they view spirituality, human history, and, indeed, the
state of our present world. From the Trade Paperback edition.

The Precipice
Ever since the publication of Ishmael in 1992, readers have yearned for a glimpse
into a dimension of spiritual revelation the author only hinted at in that and later
books. Now at long last they have it in seven profound but delightfully simple tales
that illuminate the world in which humans became humans. This is a world seen
through animist eyes: as friendly to human life as it was to the life of gazelles,
lions, lizards, mosquitos, jellyfish, and seals — not a world in which humans lived
like trespassers who must conquer and subdue an alien territory. It's a world in
which humans have a place in the community of life — not as rulers but as equals
— with the paths of all held together in the hand of god.This is not an ancient world
or a lost world. It exists as surely today as it ever did — for those who have eyes to
see it. Tales of Adam, delightfully illustrated by Michael McCurdy, is a book that will
come to be shelved alongside The Prophet, Jonathan Livingston Seagull, and The
Alchemist. From the Hardcover edition.

The Holy
Examining how war has positively changed our society, a renowned historian and
archaeologist tells the riveting story of 15,000 years of war, going beyond the
battles and brutality to reveal what war has really done to and for the world.
50,000 first printing.

The World Without Us
In a world where we usually measure animals by human standards, prize-winning
author and MacArthur Fellow Carl Safina takes us inside their lives and minds,
witnessing their profound capacity for perception, thought and emotion, showing
why the word "it" is often inappropriate as we discover who they really are.
Weaving decades of observations of actual families of free-living creatures with
new discoveries about brain functioning, Carl Safina's narrative breaches many
commonly held boundaries between humans and other animals. InBeyond Words,
readers travel the wilds of Africa to visit some of the last great elephant
gatherings, then follow wolves of Yellowstone National Park sort out the aftermath
of their personal tragedy, then plunge into the astonishingly peaceful society of
killer whales living in waters of the Pacific Northwest. We spend quality time, too,
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with dogs and falcons and ravens; and consider how the human mind originated. In
his wise and passionate new book, Safina delivers a graceful examination of how
animals truly think and feel, which calls to question what really does—and what
should—make us human.
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