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The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Religion and Politics in the
U.S.
A comprehensive rendering of the life of the revolutionary, founding father, and
second U.S. president explores his origins as a son of Massachusetts who crafted
himself into an uncompromisingly ethical politician and social reformer.

The Republic of Letters
Presents a collection of letters between John and Abigail Adams that chronicle their
lives and the events that surrounded them.

Letters of Mrs. Adams
A New York Times Book Review Notable Book of 2017 From the great historian of
the American Revolution, New York Times-bestselling and Pulitzer-winning Gordon
Wood, comes a majestic dual biography of two of America's most enduringly
fascinating figures, whose partnership helped birth a nation, and whose
subsequent falling out did much to fix its course. Thomas Jefferson and John Adams
could scarcely have come from more different worlds, or been more different in
temperament. Jefferson, the optimist with enough faith in the innate goodness of
his fellow man to be democracy's champion, was an aristocratic Southern
slaveowner, while Adams, the overachiever from New England's rising middling
classes, painfully aware he was no aristocrat, was a skeptic about popular rule and
a defender of a more elitist view of government. They worked closely in the
crucible of revolution, crafting the Declaration of Independence and leading, with
Franklin, the diplomatic effort that brought France into the fight. But ultimately,
their profound differences would lead to a fundamental crisis, in their friendship
and in the nation writ large, as they became the figureheads of two entirely new
forces, the first American political parties. It was a bitter breach, lasting through
the presidential administrations of both men, and beyond. But late in life,
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something remarkable happened: these two men were nudged into reconciliation.
What started as a grudging trickle of correspondence became a great flood, and a
friendship was rekindled, over the course of hundreds of letters. In their final years
they were the last surviving founding fathers and cherished their role in this
mighty young republic as it approached the half century mark in 1826. At last, on
the afternoon of July 4th, 50 years to the day after the signing of the Declaration,
Adams let out a sigh and said, "At least Jefferson still lives." He died soon
thereafter. In fact, a few hours earlier on that same day, far to the south in his
home in Monticello, Jefferson died as well. Arguably no relationship in this country's
history carries as much freight as that of John Adams of Massachusetts and
Thomas Jefferson of Virginia. Gordon Wood has more than done justice to these
entwined lives and their meaning; he has written a magnificent new addition to
America's collective story.

John Adams: Party of One
The fundamental article of my political creed, declared John Adams, is that
despotism, or unlimited sovereignty, or absolute power is the same in a majority of
a popular assembly, an aristocratical council, an oligarchical junto, and a single
emperor. Equally arbitrary, cruel, bloody, and in every respect diabolical. The
consequences of this article for Adams' thought are nowhere better articulated
than in this anthology, which presents his remarkable attempts at constructing a
complete political system based on constitutional, balanced, representative
government.

Portrait of a Marriage
John Adams and Thomas Jefferson were good friends with very different
personalities. But their differing views on how to run the newly created United
States turned them into the worst of friends. They each became leaders of
opposing political parties, and their rivalry followed them to the White House. Full
of both history and humor, this is the story of two of America's most well-known
presidents and how they learned to put their political differences aside for the sake
of friendship.

Worst of Friends
The Revolutionary Writings of John Adams presents the principal shorter writings in
which Adams addresses the prospect of revolution and the form of government
proper to the new United States. Though one of the principal framers of the
American republic and the successor to Washington as president, John Adams
receives remarkably little attention among many students of the early national
period. This is especially true in the case of the periods before and after the
Revolution, in which the intellectual rationale for independence and republican
government was given the fullest expression.

The Education of John Adams
Presents a portrait of the third president that considers his early life, role as a
Page 2/14

Read Free Adams Jefferson Letters Lester J Cappon
Founding Father, and considerable achievements as a master politician.

The Adams-Jefferson Letters
A collection of 380 letters, written between 1777-1826, with notes and chapter
introductions that relate them to the history of the American republic.

Death at La Fenice
The Raising of a President
"Novanglus Essays" from John Adams. Second president of the United States
(1735-1826).

The Adams-Jefferson Letters
""Let us dare to read, think, speak and write." In 1765, John Adams, a twenty-nineyear-old Massachusetts lawyer, pondered the crisis engulfing Great Britain and its
North American colonies. In his view, the dispute's focus was how the British
Empire was to be governed under the unwritten English constitution. To address
that problem, Adams drafted a pamphlet, "A Dissertation on the Canon and Feudal
Law." He likened Britain's abuse of its authority over the colonists to the
enslavement of medieval Europe by kings and lords allied with the Roman Catholic
Church. Juxtaposing dangers past and present, he warned that a new tyranny was
on the horizon, but, he added, the colonists had means to resist it. Knowledge of
American rights under the English constitution, he maintained, would bolster
American resistance: "This spirit [of liberty], however, without knowledge, would
be little better than a brutal rage. Let us tenderly and kindly cherish, therefore, the
means of knowledge. Let us dare to read, think, speak and write." 1 Adams's
exhortation to his readers illuminated his life, his part in the American Revolution,
and his role in the evolution of American constitutionalism. In the American
Revolution, the Founding Fathers fought in different ways and using different
means. Adams marshaled words and arguments in the American revolutionary
cause. As lawyer, politician, legislator, constitution-maker, diplomat, and
executive, he mobilized legal and historical knowledge for the greater good,
drawing on the best of the past to save the future: Let every order and degree
among the people rouse their attention and animate their resolution. Let them all
become attentive to the grounds and principles of government, ecclesiastical and
civil. Let us study the law of nature; search into the spirit of the British constitution;
read the histories of ancient ages; contemplate the great examples of Greece and
Rome; set before us the conduct of our own British ancestors, who have defended
for us the inherent rights of mankind against foreign and domestic tyrants and
usurpers, against arbitrary kings and cruel priests, in short, against the gates of
earth and hell. Adams lived with books at his elbow and a pen in his hand.
Insatiably curious about the world around him, he educated himself and sought to
teach his contemporaries and posterity what he had learned. These lifelong
processes of learning and teaching constitute the education of John Adams. 2
Previous studies of Adams use one of two competing approaches to Adams, neither
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capturing his life's complexity or significance. Dazzled by his colorful personality,
his self-awareness, and his revealing himself on paper, most biographers stress
Adams's character, some reducing his constitutional and political advocacy and
analysis to mere products of his internal conflicts. 3 The competing biographical
school spotlights him as a constitutional and political thinker, rooted in an
intellectual tradition extending from Greece and Rome to the Enlightenment - but
pushing his nonpolitical life into the background.4 Deciding between character
without ideas (reducing Adams to an idiosyncratic volcano but ignoring his
intellectual depth) and ideas without character (seeing Adams as a learned
intellectual but shortchanging his humanity) is a false choice. Juxtaposing his ideas
with his character, this book sets him within intersecting contexts - personal,
regional, lawyerly, political, and intellectual - that shaped his vision of the world
and of his place in it. 5 Setting Adams in context deepens our understanding of his
life's personal dimension. Adams's resentments, explosions of temper, and
paroxysms of vanity become more comprehensible when we grasp why he felt and
expressed himself that way. His outbursts, voicing his sense of his virtues and
failings, had roots in and resonated with his intellectual and cultural contexts.
Given, for example, that he and his contemporaries saw fame as this world's just
reward for service to the public good, and that his sense of fame resonated with
the moral heritage of his Calvinist roots, he had reasons to take personally efforts
to denigrate his labors. Those seeking to deny him fame, he thought, were trying
to take away what he had earned. By denigrating him, they rejected the worth of
his labors and his arguments. 6 His battles with Benjamin Franklin, with Alexander
Hamilton, and with Thomas Jefferson were clashes of personality and of principled
intellectual disputes about political theory and practice."--

Novanglus Essays
Dear Abigail
Military affairs provide some of the most fascinating subjects, including accounts of
the Battle of Bunker Hill, assessments of high-ranking officers, and complaints
about the behavior of riflemen sent from three states to aid the Massachusetts
troops.

Adams vs. Jefferson
The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Religion and Politics in the U.S. provides a
broad, inclusive, and rich range of chapters, in the study of religion and politics.
Arranged in their historical context, chapters address themes of history, law, social
and religious movements, policy and political theory. Broadens the parameters of
this timely subject, and includes the latest work in the field Draws together newlycommissioned essays by distinguished authors that are cogent for scholars, while
also being in a style that is accessible to students. Provides a balanced and
inclusive approach to religion and politics in the U.S. Engages diverse perspectives
from various discourses about religion and politics across the political and
disciplinary spectra, while placing them in their larger historical context
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Adams-Jefferson Letters$dThe Complete Correspondence
between Thomas Jefferson and Abigail and John Adams
A collection of 380 letters, written between 1777-1826, with notes and chapter
introductions that relate them to the history of the American republic.

Jefferson in Love
Enchantingly beautiful, sophisticated, and talented, this Italian-born woman
captured the handsome Virginian's heart. Maria was his equal in many ways - she
was an accomplished portrait and landscape painter, a harpist, singer, and
composer. Their romance - lasting more than three years - is recorded in these
private billets-doux between the shy American minister and his precocious bonne
femme.

Liars for Jesus
John Ferling has nearly forty years of experience as a historian of early America.
The author of acclaimed histories such as A Leap into the Dark and Almost a
Miracle, he has appeared on many TV and film documentaries on this pivotal
period of our history. In John Adams: A Life, Ferling offers a compelling portrait of
one of the giants of the Revolutionary era. Drawing on extensive research, Ferling
depicts a reluctant revolutionary, a leader who was deeply troubled by the warfare
that he helped to make, and a fiercely independent statesman. The book brings to
life an exciting time, an age in which Adams played an important political and
intellectual role. Indeed, few were more instrumental in making American
independence a reality. He performed yeoman's service in the Continental
Congress during the revolution and was a key figure in negotiating the treaty that
brought peace following the long War of Independence. He held the highest office
in the land and as president he courageously chose to pursue a course that he
thought best for the nation, though it was fraught with personal political dangers.
Adams emerges here a man full of contradictions. He could be petty and jealous,
but also meditative, insightful, and provocative. In private and with friends he
could be engagingly witty. He was terribly self-centered, but in his relationship with
his wife and children his shortcomings were tempered by a deep, abiding love.
John Ferling's masterful John Adams: A Life is a singular biography of the man who
succeeded George Washington in the presidency and shepherded the fragile new
nation through the most dangerous of times.

Ye Will Say I Am No Christian
John Adams
Draws on thirty years of research into the famous letters between John and Abigail
Adams to profile their more than half-century relationship, exploring the ways in
which their marriage was shaped by the Revolution, their social and political
influence, and the sacrifices they made on behalf of the country.
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Remembering Shanghai
A conductor succumbs to cyanide at the famed Venice opera house, in the first
mystery in the New York Times–bestselling, award-winning series. During
intermission at the famed La Fenice opera house in Venice, Italy, a notoriously
difficult and widely disliked German conductor is poisoned—and suspects abound.
Guido Brunetti, a native Venetian, sets out to unravel the mystery behind the highprofile murder. To do so, he calls on his knowledge of Venice, its culture, and its
dirty politics. Along the way, he finds the crime may have roots going back
decades—and that revenge, corruption, and even Italian cuisine may play a role.
“One of the most exquisite and subtle detective series ever.” —The Washington
Post “A brilliant writer . . . an immensely likable police detective who takes every
murder to heart.” —The New York Times Book Review

Papers of John Adams
Abigail Adams was an unusually accomplished letter writer. Spirited and insightful,
her correspondence offers a unique vantage on historical events in which her
family played so prominent a role, while bringing vividly to life the everyday
experience of American women in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.
Here are 430 letters—more than a hundred published for the first time—to John
Adams, John Quincy Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Mercy Otis Warren, James and
Dolley Madison, and Martha Washington, among many others. Including her
famous call to “Remember the Ladies,” letters from the 1760s and 1770s offer an
unrivalled portrait of the American Revolution on the home front. Travel to Europe
in the 1780s opens a grand new field for her talents as social commentator and
political advisor while her roles as vice presidential and presidential wife place her
at the very heart of the nation’s founding. Also included are a chronology of
Adams’s life, detailed notes, and extensively researched family trees. This volume
is published simultaneously with John Adams: Writings from the New Nation
1784–1826, the third and final volume in the Library of America John Adams
edition. LIBRARY OF AMERICA is an independent nonprofit cultural organization
founded in 1979 to preserve our nation’s literary heritage by publishing, and
keeping permanently in print, America’s best and most significant writing. The
Library of America series includes more than 300 volumes to date, authoritative
editions that average 1,000 pages in length, feature cloth covers, sewn bindings,
and ribbon markers, and are printed on premium acid-free paper that will last for
centuries.

Setting the World Ablaze
Abigail and John
The Description for this book, Atlas of Early American History: The Revolutionary
Era, 1760-1790, will be forthcoming.

First Family
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The Political Writings of John Adams
Setting the World Ablaze is the story of the American Revolution and of the three
Founders who played crucial roles in winning the War of Independence and
creating a new nation: George Washington, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson.
Braiding three strands into one rich narrative, John Ferling brings these American
icons down from their pedestals to show them as men of flesh and blood, and in
doing so gives us a new understanding of the passion and uncertainty of the
struggle to form a new nation. A leading historian of the Revolutionary era, Ferling
draws upon an unsurpassed command of the primary sources and a talent for
swiftly moving narrative to give us intimate views of each of these men. He shows
us both the overarching historical picture of the era and a gripping sense of how
these men encountered the challenges that faced them. We see Washington,
containing a profound anger at British injustice within an austere demeanor;
Adams, far from home, struggling with severe illness and French duplicity in his
crucial negotiations in Paris; and Jefferson, distracted and indecisive, confronting
uncertainties about his future in politics. John Adams, in particular, emerges from
the narrative as the most under-appreciated hero of the Revolution, while Jefferson
is revealed as the most overrated, yet most eloquent, of the Founders. Setting the
World Ablaze shows in dramatic detail how these conservative men--successful
members of the colonial elite--were transformed into radical revolutionaries.

Portia
Vita Sackville-West, novelist, poet, and biographer, is best known as the friend of
Virginia Woolf, who transformed her into an androgynous time-traveler in Orlando.
The story of her love affair with Violet Keppel Trefusis in 1920 is one of intrigue and
bewilderment. In Portrait of a Marriage, Nigel Nicolson combines his mother's vivid
memoir of escapade with what he learned from copious family letters and explains
the context of this romantic crisis. He also describes how Vita Sackville-West and
Harold Nicolson went on to live the rest of their lives in harmonious marriage.

The Revolutionary Writings of John Adams
"God bless my mother, all I am or ever hope to be I owe to her." -- Abraham Lincoln
What are the family circumstances that have created our presidents? How did their
upbring-ing shape their future and ours? New York Times bestselling author Doug
Wead answers these questions in one of the most comprehensive studies of
presidential families to date. When one thinks about the leadership qualities of
George Washington and Theodore Roosevelt or the intellectual prowess of John
Adams and Abraham Lincoln, it is hard to imagine them as children. It is even more
difficult to envision the parents of our leaders, especially the larger-than-life idols
of our political past. Our greatest presidents have entered the Oval Office armed
with overwhelming ambition, intellect, and political savvy. But were these
characteristics evident in childhood? The Raising of a President is a
groundbreaking look at the parents of the American presidents, full of never-beforeseen facts and anecdotes, as well as psychological profiles based on Wead's
findings. He analyzes the types of families into which our presidents were born,
and sheds a fascinating light on how their destinies were shaped during childhood.
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Using countless presidential correspondences and letters, as well as notes from
hours of his own private conversations and interviews with six presidents and first
ladies, Wead focuses specifically on the early life of our first president, George
Washington; John Adams, John Quincy Adams, and the making of our nation's first
political empire; the humble beginnings of our greatest president, Abraham
Lincoln; the privileged upbringing of Franklin Delano Roosevelt; the ambitious rise
of John Fitzgerald Kennedy; and the "quiet dynasty" led by George H. W. Bush and
his son, George W. Bush. Throughout The Raising of a President, readers will find
that the circumstances and events that would destroy most children were often the
very things that sparked greatness in our nation's future leaders. These are the
stories of the presidents' parents, but in a truer sense, they are the stories of the
presidents themselves, from a perspective that is long overdue.

My Dearest Friend
It was a contest of titans: John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, two heroes of the
Revolutionary era, once intimate friends, now icy antagonists locked in a fierce
battle for the future of the United States. The election of 1800 was a thunderous
clash of a campaign that climaxed in a deadlock in the Electoral College and led to
a crisis in which the young republic teetered on the edge of collapse. Adams vs.
Jefferson is the gripping account of a turning point in American history, a dramatic
struggle between two parties with profoundly different visions of how the nation
should be governed. The Federalists, led by Adams, were conservatives who
favored a strong central government. The Republicans, led by Jefferson, were more
egalitarian and believed that the Federalists had betrayed the Revolution of 1776
and were backsliding toward monarchy. The campaign itself was a barroom brawl
every bit as ruthless as any modern contest, with mud-slinging, scare tactics, and
backstabbing. The low point came when Alexander Hamilton printed a devastating
attack on Adams, the head of his own party, in "fifty-four pages of unremitting
vilification." The stalemate in the Electoral College dragged on through dozens of
ballots. Tensions ran so high that the Republicans threatened civil war if the
Federalists denied Jefferson the presidency. Finally a secret deal that changed a
single vote gave Jefferson the White House. A devastated Adams left Washington
before dawn on Inauguration Day, too embittered even to shake his rival's hand.
With magisterial command, Ferling brings to life both the outsize personalities and
the hotly contested political questions at stake. He shows not just why this
moment was a milestone in U.S. history, but how strongly the issues--and the
passions--of 1800 resonate with our own time.

Atlas of Early American History
Abigail Adams: Letters (LOA #275)
Examines the events that led up to the historic case, Marbury vs. Madison, and the
important work of John Marshall who empowered the Supreme Court and
reestablished the concept of separation of powers, forever impacting the formative
years of the United States and pulling the government back from the real
possibility of a second revolution.
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Letters from a Distinguished American
The Pulitzer Prize–winning, best-selling author of Founding Brothers and His
Excellency brings America’s preeminent first couple to life in a moving and
illuminating narrative that sweeps through the American Revolution and the
republic’s tenuous early years. John and Abigail Adams left an indelible and
remarkably preserved portrait of their lives together in their personal
correspondence: both Adamses were prolific letter writers (although John conceded
that Abigail was clearly the more gifted of the two), and over the years they
exchanged more than twelve hundred letters. Joseph J. Ellis distills this
unprecedented and unsurpassed record to give us an account both intimate and
panoramic; part biography, part political history, and part love story. Ellis describes
the first meeting between the two as inauspicious—John was twenty-four, Abigail
just fifteen, and each was entirely unimpressed with the other. But they soon
began a passionate correspondence that resulted in their marriage five years later.
Over the next decades, the couple were separated nearly as much as they were
together. John’s political career took him first to Philadelphia, where he became the
boldest advocate for the measures that would lead to the Declaration of
Independence. Yet in order to attend the Second Continental Congress, he left his
wife and children in the middle of the war zone that had by then engulfed
Massachusetts. Later he was sent to Paris, where he served as a minister to the
court of France alongside Benjamin Franklin. These years apart stressed the
Adamses’ union almost beyond what it could bear: Abigail grew lonely, while the
Adams children suffered from their father’s absence. John was elected the nation’s
first vice president, but by the time of his reelection, Abigail’s health prevented her
from joining him in Philadelphia, the interim capital. She no doubt had further
reservations about moving to the swamp on the Potomac when John became
president, although this time he persuaded her. President Adams inherited a weak
and bitterly divided country from George Washington. The political situation was
perilous at best, and he needed his closest advisor by his side: “I can do nothing,”
John told Abigail after his election, “without you.” In Ellis’s rich and striking new
history, John and Abigail’s relationship unfolds in the context of America’s birth as
a nation.

The Great Decision
Liars for Jesus debunks many of the historical lies invented and used by the
Christian nationalist history revisionists in their efforts to further their far right
political agenda and destroy the wall of separation between church and state in
America. Liars for Jesus is not a book about religion. It is a history book, presenting
and fully documenting the true stories and historical facts that are distorted in the
"Christian nation" pseudo-history promoted by the religious right.

American Sphinx
Following Thomas Jefferson from the drafting of the Declaration of Independence to
his retirement in Monticello, Joseph J. Ellis unravels the contradictions of the
Jeffersonian character. He gives us the slaveholding libertarian who was capable of
decrying mescegenation while maintaing an intimate relationship with his slave,
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Sally Hemmings; the enemy of government power who exercisdd it audaciously as
president; the visionarty who remained curiously blind to the inconsistencies in his
nature. American Sphinx is a marvel of scholarship, a delight to read, and an
essential gloss on the Jeffersonian legacy.

The Adams-Jefferson letters
Letters chronicle a century of life in the United States, from Mark Twain's
humorous letter to the head of Western Union to Einstein's warning to Roosevelt
about atomic warfare and a young Bill Gates begging hobbyists not to share
software.

Friends Divided
True stories of glamour, drama and tragedy told through five generations of a
Shanghai family, from the last days of imperial rule to the Cultural Revolution.

Thomas Jefferson
Passionate Sage: The Character and Legacy of John Adams
For readers of the historical works of Robert K. Massie, David McCulough, and
Alison Weir comes the first biography on the life of Abigail Adams and her sisters.
“Never sisters loved each other better than we.”—Abigail Adams in a letter to her
sister Mary, June 1776 Much has been written about the enduring marriage of
President John Adams and his wife, Abigail. But few know of the equally strong
bond Abigail shared with her sisters, Mary Cranch and Elizabeth Shaw Peabody,
accomplished women in their own right. Now acclaimed biographer Diane Jacobs
reveals their moving story, which unfolds against the stunning backdrop of
America in its transformative colonial years. Abigail, Mary, and Elizabeth Smith
grew up in Weymouth, Massachusetts, the close-knit daughters of a minister and
his wife. When the sisters moved away from one another, they relied on nearconstant letters—from what John Adams called their “elegant pen”—to buoy them
through pregnancies, illnesses, grief, political upheaval, and, for Abigail, life in the
White House. Infusing her writing with rich historical perspective and detail, Jacobs
offers fascinating insight into these progressive women’s lives: oldest sister Mary,
who became de facto mayor of her small village; youngest sister Betsy, an aspiring
writer who, along with her husband, founded the second coeducational school in
the United States; and middle child Abigail, who years before becoming First Lady
ran the family farm while her husband served in the Continental Congress, first in
Philadelphia, and was then sent to France and England, where she joined him at
last. This engaging narrative traces the sisters’ lives from their childhood sibling
rivalries to their eyewitness roles during the American Revolution and their
adulthood as outspoken wives and mothers. They were women ahead of their time
who believed in intellectual and educational equality between the sexes. Drawing
from newly discovered correspondence, never-before-published diaries, and
archival research, Dear Abigail is a fascinating front-row seat to history—and to the
lives of three exceptional women who were influential during a time when our
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nation’s democracy was just taking hold. Advance praise for Dear Abigail “In a
beautifully wrought narrative, Diane Jacobs has brought the high-spirited,
hyperarticulate Smith sisters, and the early years of the American republic, to rich,
luminous life. . . . A stunning, sensitive work of history.”—Stacy Schiff, Pulitzer
Prize–winning author of Cleopatra “Jacobs is a superb storyteller. In this sweeping
narrative about family and friendship during the American Revolution, Abigail
Adams emerges as one of the great political heroines of the eighteenth century. I
fell in love with her all over again.”—Amanda Foreman, New York Times bestselling
author of A World on Fire “Beauty, brains, and breeding—Elizabeth, Abigail, and
Mary had them all. This absorbing history shows how these close-knit and welleducated daughters of colonial America become women of influence in the newly
begotten United States. Jacobs’s feel for the period is confident; so is her
appreciation of the nuances of character.”—Daniel Mark Epstein, author of The
Lincolns: Portrait of a Marriage From the Hardcover edition.

Letters Of The Century
The drama of John Adams and Thomas Jefferson is the foundational story of
America—courage, loyalty, hope, fanaticism, greatness, failure, forgiveness, love.
Agony and Eloquence is the story of the greatest friendship in American history
and the revolutionary times in which it was made, ruined, and finally renewed. In
the wake of Washington’s retirement, longtime friends Thomas Jefferson and John
Adams came to represent the opposing political forces struggling to shape
America’s future. Adams’s victory in the presidential election of 1796 brought
Jefferson into his administration—but as an unlikely and deeply conflicted vice
president. The bloody Republican revolution in France finally brought their political
differences to a bitter pitch. In Mallock’s take on this fascinating period, French
foreign policy and revolutionary developments—from the fall of the Bastille to the
fall of the Jacobins and the rise of Napoleon—form a disturbing and illuminating
counterpoint to events, controversies, individuals, and relationships in Philadelphia
and Washington. Many important and fascinating people appear in the book,
including Thomas Paine, Camille Desmoulins, Dr. Benjamin Rush, Tobias Lear,
Talleyrand, Robespierre, Danton, Saint-Just, Abigail Adams, Lafayette, James
Madison, John Quincy Adams, Dr. Joseph Priestley, Samuel Adams, Philip Mazzei,
John Marshall, Alexander Hamilton, and Edward Coles. They are brought to life by
Mallock’s insightful analysis and clear and lively writing. Agony and Eloquence is a
thoroughly researched and tautly written modern history. When the most
important thing is at stake, almost anything can be justified. Skyhorse Publishing,
as well as our Arcade imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for
readers interested in history--books about World War II, the Third Reich, Hitler and
his henchmen, the JFK assassination, conspiracies, the American Civil War, the
American Revolution, gladiators, Vikings, ancient Rome, medieval times, the old
West, and much more. While not every title we publish becomes a New York Times
bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to books on subjects that are
sometimes overlooked and to authors whose work might not otherwise find a
home.

Familiar Letters of John Adams and His Wife Abigail Adams,
During the Revolution
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"Impassioned and erudite.…A captivating portrait of this Massachusetts native as a
wonderfully contrary genius possessed of an uncommon moral intelligence and
farsighted political wisdom." —Michiko Kakutani, New York Times A fresh look at
this astute, likably quirky statesman, by the author of the Pulitzer Award-winning
Founding Brothers and the National Book Award winning American Sphinx. "The
most lovable and most laughable, the warmest and possibly the wisest of the
founding fathers, John Adams knew himself as few men do and preserved his
knowledge in a voluminous correspondence that still vibrates. Ellis has used it with
great skill and perception not only to bring us the man, warts and all, but more
importantly to reveal his extraordinary insights into the problems confronting the
founders that resonate today in the republic they created." —Edmund S. Morgan,
Sterling Professor of History Emeritus, Yale University

Agony and Eloquence
Annotation Here, at last, Is the biography that Abigail Adams has long seservedone
that puts her, rather than her husband, at its center, and which interprets her life
in light of both its eighteenth-century context and recent feminist scholarship.
Gelles brings new insights to familiar topics like the Adamss marriage and Abigails
wartime role; explains more fully than previous scholars such incidents as the
failed courtship of Royall Tyler and Abigail Junior; and examines with sensitivity
hitherto little-known episodes like that of Abigails epistolary flirtation with James
Lovell during the Revolution or Abigail Juniors mastectomy in 1811. In short, this is
a remarkable achievement, far surpassing all earlier attempts to capture the
essence of the woman who was one of early Americas greatest letter-writers. Mary
Beth Norton Edith Gelles has written a deeply interesting book about Abigail
Adams. she is careful to reconstruct the eighteenth-century environment of Abigail
Adams. De. Gelles is a careful historian of eighteenth-century America and a
thoughtful biographer. She has given us a fresh examination of Abigail Adams
which will stimulate in helpful ways additional research and discussion. Robert
Middlekauf In this important and fascinating biography, Edith Gelles not only
restores Abigail Adams to her rightful place at the center of her own story, she
challenges the creaky conventions of traditional male-defined biography. Portia
breaks ranks with the biographers twiceby refusing to treat Abigail Adams as a
reflection of her husband and by refusing to force her lifes story into an artificially
linear narrative. In this masterful work, Edith Gelles reconceptualizes and
revolutionizes the very notion of biography by capturing experience as it truly
unfolds in so many womens livesas a collage of overlapping and circular
impressions and feelings, rather than a relentless climb up a ladder of public
ambition. Susan Faludi The best biography of Abigail Adams in print. By keeping
the spotlight on Mrs. Adams and sensitively evaluating her in eighteenth-century
terms, Edith Gelles provides the most rounded portrait yet of this important
woman. Patricia U. Bonomi Edith B. Gelles uses the revolutionary years as the
backdrop of this sensitive study, And The political events as the drama in which the
players act out well-defined roles. [Gelless] story of relationships, networks, and
power in the context of Abigails eighteenth-century world is truly a superb
accomplishment. American Historical Review Adamss strength, courage, and wit
emerge more fully than they have in any previous work. [Gelles] has succeeded in
providing a well-rounded portrait of a remarkable figure. Choice Portia Is a
refreshing change of pace. [Edith Gelles] is affectionate yet scholarly, determined
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to present Adams as a strong character who was very much a woman of her time,
not merely a liberated precursor to feminism or the little wife behind the great
man. San Francisco Chronicle Portia, The first woman-centered biography of Abigail
Adams, details the issues, events, and relationships that informed Adamss life. The
portrait that emerges also describes women like her during the Revolutionary era.
Much of Abigail Adamss independent reputation derives from the letters that she
wrote for over a half-century. Personal and eloquent, they provide unusual access
to her private life and capture the social conventions, politics, and people of her
age. The letters describe her domestic sphererelationships with her sisters, her
daughter and sons, and friends such as Thomas Jefferson. Her marriage to John
Adams is considered in the context of the patria.
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