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Islamic Studies
This Atlas provides the main outlines of Islamic history from the immediate pre-Islamic period until the end of 1920, that is,
before most parts of the Muslim world became sovereign nation states. Each map is accompanied by a text that
contextualises, explains, and expands upon the map, and are fully cross-referenced. All of the maps are in full colour: 18 of
them are double-page spreads, and 25 are single page layouts. This is an atlas of Islamic, not simply Arab or Middle Eastern
history; hence it covers the entire Muslim world, including Spain, North, West and East Africa, the Indian sub-continent,
Central Asia and South-East Asia. The maps are not static, in that they show transitions within the historical period to which
they refer: for instance, the stages of the three contemporaneous Umayyad, Fatimid and ‘Abbasid caliphates on Map 10, or
the progress of the Mongol invasions and the formation of the various separate Mongol khanates between 1200 and 1300
on Map 21. Using the most up to date cartographic and innovative design techniques, the maps break new ground in
illuminating the history of Islam. Brought right up to date with the addition of a Postscript detailing The Islamic World since
c.1900, a Chronology from 500 BCE to 2014, and additional endpaper maps illustrating The Spread of Islam through the
Ages and The Islamic World in the 21st Century, the Atlas of Islamic History is an essential reference work and an invaluable
textbook for undergraduates studying Islamic history, as well as those with an interest in Asian History, Middle East History
and World History more broadly.

The Race for Paradise
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Documents and the History of the Early Islamic World presents new Greek, Arabic and Coptic material from the seventh to
the fifteenth centuries C.E. from Egypt and Palestine and explores its rich potential for historical analysis.

The Patricians of Nishapur
The classic introduction to Islamic law, tracing its development from its origins, through the medieval period, to its place in
modern Islam.

A History of Islamic Law
An anthology of primary documents for the study of Central Asian history. It illustrates important aspects of the social,
political, and economic history of Islamic Central Asia. It covers the period from the 7th-century Arab conquests to the 19thcentury Russian colonial era and provides insights into the history and significance of the region.

A History of Islamic Societies
Studies in Eighteenth Century Islamic History
The publication of this book honours Professor Carole Hillenbrand's outstanding achievements in and service to Islamic and
Middle Eastern Scholarship. It gathers original research from a range of leading international scholars from the UK, Europe
and the USA whose chapters throw new light on a set of topics in medieval Islamic history, Islamic doctrine and practice,
and the interaction between Islam and the modern world. Seeking to present fresh evidence and engaging ways of looking
at old and new material, the authors contribute to a richer understanding of the interaction between historical events, social
trends, religious practices and lived experiences in medieval Turkey and Central Asia, Iran and the Arabic-speaking lands.
The book also discusses how some of the most abiding themes in the Arab-Islamic tradition continue to resonate in the
modern world. The book features contributions from: Julia Bray, Edmund Bosworth, Farhad Daftary, Gerhard Endress, Gary
Leiser, Remke Kruk, Charles Melville, A. H. Morton, Ian Netton, Andrew Newman, A. Kevin Reinhart and Yasir Suleiman.

Landscapes of the Islamic World
What can one discover through the study of medieval Islamic coins? It appears that the regular gold dinars and silver
dirhams issued by the Ikhshidid rulers of Egypt and Palestine (935-69) followed a series of understood but unwritten rules.
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As the first part of this book reveals, these norms involved whose names could appear on the regular currency, where the
names could be placed (based upon a strict hierarchical order), and even which parts of a Muslim name could be included.
The founder of the dynasty, Muhammad ibn Tughj, could use the honorific al-Ikhshid; his eldest son and successor could use
his teknonym Abu al-Qasim; his brother, the third ruler, could use only his name Ali; and the eunuch Kafur, effective ruler of
Egypt for over twenty years, could never inscribe his name on the regular coinage. At the same time, each one of these
rulers was named in the Friday sermon and most had their teknonym inscribed on textiles. Presentation coins, the
equivalent of modern commemorative pieces, could break all these rules, and a wide variety of titles appeared, as well as a
series of coins with human representation. The second half of the book is a catalogue of over 1,200 specimens, enabling
curators, collectors, and dealers to identify coins in their own collections and their relative rarity. Throughout the book
numismatic pieces are illustrated, along with commentary on their inscriptions, layout, and metallic content.

The Book in the Islamic World
This book explores Muslims' conception of themselves as "the people of the book" and explains the multifaceted meanings
of this concept. Published jointly with the Library of Congress, it is an illustrated history of the book and the written word in
the Islamic world.

Studies in Islamic History and Institutions
Islamic societies of the past have often been characterized as urban, with rural and other extra-urban landscapes cast in a
lesser or supporting role in the studies of Islamic history and archaeology. Yet throughout history, the countryside was
frequently an engine of economic activity, the setting for agricultural and technological innovation, and its inhabitants were
frequently agents of social and political change. The Islamic city is increasingly viewed in the context of long and complex
processes of urban development. Archaeological evidence calls for an equally nuanced reading of shifting cultural and
religious practices in rural areas after the middle of the seventh century. Landscapes of the Islamic World presents new
work by twelve authors on the archaeology, history, and ethnography of the Islamic world in the Middle East, the Arabian
Peninsula, and Central Asia. The collection looks beyond the city to engage with the predominantly rural and pastoral
character of premodern Islamic society. Editors Stephen McPhillips and Paul D. Wordsworth group the essays into four
thematic sections: harnessing and living with water; agriculture, pastoralism, and rural subsistence; commerce, production,
and the rural economy; and movement and memory in the rural landscape. Each contribution addresses aspects of extraurban life in challenging new ways, blending archaeological material culture, textual sources, and ethnography to construct
holistic studies of landscapes. Modern agrarian practices and population growth have accelerated the widespread
destruction of vast tracts of ancient, medieval, and early modern landscapes, highlighting the urgency of scholarship in this
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field. This book makes an original and important contribution to a growing subject area, and represents a step toward a
more inclusive understanding of the historical landscapes of Islam. Contributors: Pernille Bangsgaard, Karin Bartl, Jennie N.
Bradbury, Robin M. Brown, Alison L. Gascoigne, Ian W. N. Jones, Phillip G. Macumber, Daniel Mahoney, Stephen McPhillips,
Astrid Meier, David C. Thomas, Bethany J. Walker, Alan Walmsley, Tony J. Wilkinson, Paul D. Wordsworth, Lisa Yeomans

Studies in West African Islamic History
Lavishly illustrated with over 300 pictures, including more than 200 in full color, The Oxford History of Islam offers the most
wide-ranging and authoritative account available of the second largest--and fastest growing--religion in the world. John L.
Esposito, Editor-in-Chief of the four-volume Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern Islamic World, has gathered together sixteen
leading scholars, both Muslim and non-Muslim, to examine the origins and historical development of Islam--its faith,
community, institutions, sciences, and arts. Beginning in the pre-Islamic Arab world, the chapters range from the story of
Muhammad and his Companions, to the development of Islamic religion and culture and the empires that grew from it, to
the influence that Islam has on today's world. The book covers a wide array of subjects, casting light on topics such as the
historical encounter of Islam and Christianity, the role of Islam in the Mughal and Ottoman empires, the growth of Islam in
Southeast Asia, China, and Africa, the political, economic, and religious challenges of European imperialism in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and Islamic communities in the modern Western world. In addition, the book offers
excellent articles on Islamic religion, art and architecture, and sciences as well as bibliographies. Events in the
contemporary world have led to an explosion of interest and scholarly work on Islam. Written for the general reader but also
appealing to specialists, The Oxford History of Islam offers the best of that recent scholarship, presented in a readable style
and complemented by a rich variety of illustrations.

A History of Islamic Spain
Documents and the History of the Early Islamic World
"Harmonizing Similarities" is a study of the legal distinctions (al-furūq al-fiqhiyya) literature and its role in the development
of the Islamic legal heritage. This book reconsiders how the public performance of Islamic law helped shape legal literature.
It identifies the origins of this tradition in contemporaneous lexicographic and medical literature, both of which
demonstrated the productive potential of drawing distinctions. Elias G. Saba demonstrates the implications of the legal
furūq and how changes to this genre reflect shifts in the social consumption of Islamic legal knowledge. The interest in legal
distinctions grew out of the performance of knowledge in formalized legal disputations. From here, legal distinctions
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incorporated elements of play through its interactions with the genre of legal riddles. As play, books of legal distinctions
were supplements to performance in literary salons, study circles, and court performances; these books also served as
mimetic objects, allowing the reader to participate in a session virtually. Saba underscores how social and intellectual
practices helped shape the literary development of Islamic law and that literary elaboration became a main driver of
dynamism in Islamic law.

A History of Islam in America
This text seeks to make the academic study of religion a more prominent consideration in the study of Islam than it has
been in the past. Islamic Studies: A History of Religions Approach, Second Edition represents a substantial revision that has
been both updated to reflect IslamUs rise in North America and the international media, and refocused to situate the study
of Islam within the comparative study of religions.

A STUDY OF ISLAMIC HISTORY
The study of Islamic education has hitherto remained a tangential inquiry in the broader focus of Islamic Studies. In the
wake of this neglect, a renaissance of sorts has occurred in recent years, reconfiguring the importance of Islam’s attitudes
to knowledge, learning and education as paramount in the study and appreciation of Islamic civilization. Philosophies of
Islamic Education, stands in tandem to this call and takes a pioneering step in establishing the importance of its study for
the educationalist, academic and student alike. Broken into four sections, it deals with theological, pedagogic, institutional
and contemporary issues reflecting the diverse and often competing notions and practices of Islamic education. As a unique
international collaboration bringing into conversation theologians, historians, philosophers, teachers and sociologists of
education Philosophies of Islamic Education intends to provide fresh means for conversing with contemporary debates in
ethics, secularization theory, child psychology, multiculturalism, interfaith dialogue and moral education. In doing so, it
hopes to offer an important and timely contribution to educational studies as well as give new insight for academia in terms
of conceiving learning and education.

Studies in Islamic History and Civilization
'Islamic Spain' is the first English language translation of the important history of Islamic Spain by Ibn al-Qutiyyah, one of
the earliest and significant histories of Muslim Spain and an important source for scholars.

Early Islamic Spain
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Muslims began arriving in the New World long before the rise of the Atlantic slave trade. Kambiz GhaneaBassiri's fascinating
book traces the history of Muslims in the United States and their different waves of immigration and conversion across five
centuries, through colonial and antebellum America, through world wars and civil rights struggles, to the contemporary era.
The book tells the often deeply moving stories of individual Muslims and their lives as immigrants and citizens within the
broad context of the American religious experience, showing how that experience has been integral to the evolution of
American Muslim institutions and practices. This is a unique and intelligent portrayal of a diverse religious community and
its relationship with America. It will serve as a strong antidote to the current politicized dichotomy between Islam and the
West, which has come to dominate the study of Muslims in America and further afield.

The History of Islam
Goitein s selection of studies dealing with Islamic institutions and social history offers a general introduction to Islamic
civilization by one who lived all his life with Islam. His fruit of specialized research gives a rounded view of important
aspects of Islamic civilization and provides the student with an opportunity to acquaint himself not only with the results of
research, but also with the methods by which they were obtained. With a new foreword by Norman A. Stillman

Times of History
The House of Islam
A Journey Through Islamic History
An accessible worldwide history of Muslim societies provides updated coverage of each country and region, in a volume
that discusses their origins and evolution while offering insight into historical processes that shaped contemporary Islam
and surveying its growing influence. Simultaneous. (Social Science)

The Idea of the Muslim World
As Cemil Aydin explains in this provocative history, it is a misconception to think that the world’s 1.5 billion Muslims
constitute a single religio-political entity. How did this mistaken belief arise, why is it so widespread, and how can its grip be
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loosened so that a more fruitful discussion about politics in Muslim societies can begin?

The Beginnings of Islamic Law
Islamic Philosophy has often been treated as mainly of historical interest, belonging to the history of ideas rather than to
philosophy. This is volume challenges this belief. The Routledge History of Philosophy is made up entirely of essays by a
distinguished list of writers. They provide detailed discussions of the most important thinkers and the key concepts in
Islamic philosophy, from earliest times to the present day.

Islamic History: A Very Short Introduction
The period of Muslim occupation in Spain represents the only significant contact Islam and Europe was ever to have on
European soil. In this important as well as fascinating study, Watt traces Islam's influence upon Spain and European
civilization--from the collapse of the Visigoths in the eighth century to the fall of Granada in the fifteenth, and considers
Spain's importance as a part of the Islamic empire. Particular attention is given to the golden period of economic and
political stability achieved under the Umayyads. Without losing themselves in detail and without sacrificing complexity, the
authors discuss the political, social, and economic continuity in Islamic Spain, or al-Andalus, in light of its cultural and
intellectual effects upon the rest of Europe. Medieval Christianity, Watt points out, found models of scholarship in the
Islamic philosophers and adapted the idea of holy war to its own purposes while the final reunification of Spain under the
aegis of the Reconquista played a significant role in bringing Europe out of the Middle Ages. A survey essential to anyone
seeking a more complete knowledge of European or Islamic history, the volume also includes sections on literature and
philology by Pierre Cachia. This series of "Islamic surveys" is designed to give the educated reader something more than
can be found in the usual popular books. Each work undertakes to survey a special part of the field, and to show the present
stage of scholarship here. Where there is a clear picture this will be given; but where there are gaps, obscurities and
differences of opinion, these will also be indicated. Full and annotated bibliographies will afford guidance to those who want
to pursue their studies further. There will also be some account of the nature and extent of the source material. The series
is addressed in the first place to the educated reader, with little or no previous knowledge of the subject; its character is
such that it should be of value also to university students and others whose interest is of a more professional kind.

Islamic History Through Coins
This is a collection of essays on current questions of historiography, illustrated with reference to Islamic historiography. The
main concerns are conceptions of time and temporality, the uses of the past, historical periodisation, historical
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categorisation, and the constitution of historical objects, not least those called "civilisation" and "Islam". One of the aims of
the book is to apply to Islamic materials the standard conceptual equipment used in historical study, and to exercise a largescale comparativist outlook.

Atlas of Islamic History
This book will be immensely helpful to those who wish to orient themselves to what has become a very large body of
literature on medieval Islamic history. Combining a bibliographic study with an inquiry into method, it opens with a survey
of the principal reference tools available to historians of Islam and a systematic review of the sources they will confront.
Problems of method are then examined in a series of chapters, each exploring a broad topic in the social and political
history of the Middle East and North Africa between A.D. 600 and 1500. The topics selected represent a cross-section of
Islamic historical studies, and range from the struggles for power within the early Islamic community to the life of the
peasantry. Each chapter pursues four questions. What concrete research problems are likely to be most challenging and
productive? What resources do we possess for dealing with these problems? What strategies can we devise to exploit our
resources most effectively? What is the current state of the scholarly literature for the topic under study?

Tafsīr and Islamic Intellectual History
Studies in West African Islamic History explores the diffusion of Islam throughout West Africa from 1523 to 1927. Beginning
with a discussion of the evolution of religious brotherhoods in North and Northwest Africa, the book then goes on to discuss
the writings of al-Hajj 'Umar al-Futi and Shaykh Mukhtar b. Wadi'at Allah, before concluding with an analysis of Ahmad
Bamba.

Islamic History
This book applies philosophical and critical textual scholarship to the traditional Islamic narrative in an attempt to
distinguish between its historical and interpretive elements. It allows the narrative to be preserved with due respect for its
significance and distinctiveness, but in a way that frees it from the ease with which it can slip into the hands of literalists
and fundamentalists in order to serve a purpose which is at odds with its original spirit and intention. When radical Islamists
use social media to try and convert young followers to a Jihadist cause, they refer often to the narrative about the Prophet,
the original Islamic community (Ummah), and the holy book (Qur’an). The references usually imply that these are under
threat by infidels, either non-Muslim Westerners or Muslims themselves who follow allegedly errant forms of Islam. The
narrative itself is, however, never questioned; it is taken as merely factual with every word to be taken literally, including
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words that appear intolerant of difference and given to violence. As such, it can serve well the forms of fundamentalism
that lie at the heart of radical Islamism and Jihadism. Because of a shortage of critical scholarship about Islam’s central
narrative, the radical Islamist understanding of it differs too little from that of mainstream Muslims. Neither tends to take
sufficient account of the context of the writing, its original purpose or the many interpretive elements that have been
overlain. This makes it difficult for mainstream Islamic authorities to counter effectively the radical Islamist discourse or to
distinguish moderate and liberal forms of religious practice from radical breakaway forms. In turn, this causes confusion
among Muslims, who know the radical Islamists are in error but find it hard to say just why, and even greater confusion and
angst among non-Muslims, for whom the allegation that all of Islam is inherently violent and to be feared is clearly being
heard by an increasing number. This book sets out to address this problem by applying forms of scholarship that can
preserve the best of the Islamic narrative while, at the same time, illustrating just how errant is the radical Islamist
understanding of it.

Studies in Early Islamic History
"Islam has been one of the most powerful religious, social, and political forces in history. Over the last 1400 years, from
origins in Arabia, a succession of Muslim polities and later empires expanded to control territories and peoples that
ultimately stretched from southern France, to East Africa to South East Asia. Yet many of the contributions of Muslim
thinkers, scientists, and theologians, not to mention rulers, statesmen and soldiers, have been occluded. This book rescues
from oblivion and neglect some of these personalities and institutions while offering the reader a new narrative of this lost
Islamic history. The Umayyads, Abbasids, and Ottomans feature in the story, as do Muslim Spain, the savannah kingdoms of
West Africa and the Mughal Empire, along with the later European colonisation of Muslim lands and the development of
modern nation-states in the Muslim world. Throughout, the impact of Islamic belief on scientific advancement, social
structures, and cultural development is given due prominence, and the text is complemented by portraits of key
personalities, inventions and little known historical nuggets. The history of Islam and of the world's Muslims brings together
diverse peoples, geographies, and states, all interwoven into one narrative that begins with Muhammad and continues to
this day."--P. [4] of cover.

Philosophies of Islamic Education
Does history matter? This book argues not that history matters, but that Islamic history does. This Very Short Introduction
introduces the story of Islamic history; the controversies surrounding its study; and the significance that it holds - for
Muslims and for non-Muslims alike. Opening with a lucid overview of the rise and spread of Islam, from the seventh to
twenty first century, the book charts the evolution of what was originally a small, localised community of believers into an
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international religion with over a billion adherents. Chapters are also dedicated to the peoples - Arabs, Persians, and Turks who shaped Islamic history, and to three representative institutions - the mosque, jihad, and the caliphate - that highlight
Islam's diversity over time. Finally, the roles that Islamic history has played in both religious and political contexts are
analysed, while stressing the unique status that history enjoys amongst Muslims, especially compared to its lowly place in
Western societies where history is often seen as little more than something that is not to be repeated. Some of the
questions that will be answered are: · How did Islam arise from the obscurity of seventh century Arabia to the headlines of
twenty first century media? · How do we know what we claim to know about Islam's rise and development? · Why does any
of this matter, either to Muslims or to non-Muslims? ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to
get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Living Islamic History: Studies in Honour of Professor Carole Hillenbrand
Studies in Islamic Historiography: Essays in Honour of Professor Donald P. Little examines historiographical production in a
variety of milieus and traditions, from the classical to the early modern periods.

A Study of Islamic History
Interdisciplinary in conception, this cooperative study by the world’s leading Islamists consists of sixteen chapters and three
general introductions tracing in historical perspective the administrative, economic, and cultural aspects of various regions
of the Ottoman Empire as well as the overall structure of the Empire itself. A complete glossary of Arabic, Turkish, and
Persian terms is provided, as well as a bibliography of major works in European and non-European languages. More than
forty photographs illustrate changing tastes in Islamic architecture and art. The fourth in a series of biennial colloquia
sponsored by and published as Papers on Islamic History, under the auspices of the Near Eastern History Group, Oxford,
and the Middle East Center, University of Pennsylvania.

The Succession to Muhammad
This book constitutes the first comprehensive attempt at describing the genre of Qur'anic exegesis in its broader
intellectual context. Its aim is to provide a framework for understanding the boundaries of tafsīr and its interaction with
other disciplines of learning, as well as the subgenres and internal divisions within the genre.
Page 10/14

Read Free A Study Of Islamic History K Ali
Islamic Historiography
“Ed Husain has become one of the most vital Muslim voices in the world. The House of Islam could very well be his magnum
opus.” -Reza Aslan, #1 New York Times bestselling author of Zealot “This should be compulsory reading.” -Peter Frankopan,
author of the international bestseller The Silk Roads Today, Islam is to many in the West an alien force, with Muslims held in
suspicion. Failure to grasp the inner workings of religion and geopolitics has haunted American foreign policy for decades
and has been decisive in the new administration's controversial orders. The intricacies and shadings must be understood by
the West not only to build a stronger, more harmonious relationship between the two cultures, but also for greater accuracy
in predictions as to how current crises, such as the growth of ISIS, will develop and from where the next might emerge. The
House of Islam addresses key questions and points of disconnection. What are the roots of the conflict between Sunni and
Shi'a Muslims that is engulfing Pakistan and the Middle East? Does the Koran encourage the killing of infidels? The book
thoughtfully explores the events and issues that have come from and contributed to the broadening gulf between Islam and
the West, from the United States' overthrow of Iran's first democratically elected leader to the emergence of ISIS, from the
declaration of a fatwa on Salman Rushdie to the attack on the offices of Charlie Hebdo. Authoritative and engaging, Ed
Husain leads us clearly and carefully through the nuances of Islam and its people, taking us back to basics to contend that
the Muslim world need not be a stranger to the West, nor our enemy, but our peaceable allies.

Jihad in Islamic History
Take a journey through Islamic history. Cover 1,500 years?full of pictures, illustrations, and maps, including a timeline.

History of Islamic Philosophy
Table of contents

Studies in Islamic Historiography
The Beginnings of Islamic Law is a major and innovative contribution to our understanding of the historical unfolding of
Islamic law. Scrutinizing its historical contexts, the book proposes that Islamic law is a continuous intermingling of
innovation and tradition. Salaymeh challenges the embedded assumptions in conventional Islamic legal historiography by
developing a critical approach to the study of both Islamic and Jewish legal history. Through case studies of the treatment
of war prisoners, circumcision, and wife-initiated divorce, she examines how Muslim jurists incorporated and transformed
'Near Eastern' legal traditions. She also demonstrates how socio-political and historical situations shaped the everyday
Page 11/14

Read Free A Study Of Islamic History K Ali
practice of law, legal education, and the organization of the legal profession in the late antique and medieval eras. Aimed at
scholars and students interested in Islamic history, Islamic law, and the relationship between Jewish and Islamic legal
traditions, this book's interdisciplinary approach provides accessible explanations and translations of complex materials and
ideas.

The Oxford History of Islam
In 1099, when the first crusaders arrived triumphant and bloody before the walls of Jerusalem, they carved out a Christian
European presence in the Islamic world that remained for centuries, bolstered by subsequent waves of new crusades and
pilgrimages. But how did medieval Muslims understand these events? What does an Islamic history of the Crusades look
like? The answers may surprise you. In The Race for Paradise, we see medieval Muslims managing this new and long-lived
Crusader threat not simply as victims or as victors, but as everything in-between, on all shores of the Muslim
Mediterranean, from Spain to Syria. This is not just a straightforward tale of warriors and kings clashing in the Holy Land - of
military confrontations and enigmatic heroes such as the great sultan Saladin. What emerges is a more complicated story of
border-crossers and turncoats; of embassies and merchants; of scholars and spies, all of them seeking to manage this new
threat from the barbarian fringes of their ordered world. When seen from the perspective of medieval Muslims, the
Crusades emerge as something altogether different from the high-flying rhetoric of the European chronicles: as a diplomatic
chess-game to be mastered, a commercial opportunity to be seized, a cultural encounter shaping Muslim experiences of
Europeans until the close of the Middle Ages - and, as so often happened, a political challenge to be exploited by ambitious
rulers making canny use of the language of jihad.

Lost Islamic History
What is jihad? Does it mean violence, as many non-Muslims assume? Or does it mean peace, as some Muslims insist?
Because jihad is closely associated with the early spread of Islam, today's debate about the origin and meaning of jihad is
nothing less than a struggle over Islam itself. In Jihad in Islamic History, Michael Bonner provides the first study in English
that focuses on the early history of jihad, shedding much-needed light on the most recent controversies over jihad. To
some, jihad is the essence of radical Islamist ideology, a synonym for terrorism, and even proof of Islam's innate violence.
To others, jihad means a peaceful, individual, and internal spiritual striving. Bonner, however, shows that those who argue
that jihad means only violence or only peace are both wrong. Jihad is a complex set of doctrines and practices that have
changed over time and continue to evolve today. The Quran's messages about fighting and jihad are inseparable from its
requirements of generosity and care for the poor. Jihad has often been a constructive and creative force, the key to building
new Islamic societies and states. Jihad has regulated relations between Muslims and non-Muslims, in peace as well as in
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war. And while today's "jihadists" are in some ways following the "classical" jihad tradition, they have in other ways
completely broken with it. Written for general readers who want to understand jihad and its controversies, Jihad in Islamic
History will also interest specialists because of its original arguments.

Harmonizing Similarities
Reprints all nine published articles by British Egyptologist and linguist Hinds (1941-88) except his encyclopedia articles.
They deal with several important themes, including the first Civil War and the social and political tensions underlying it,
early Islamic historiography, conquests, relations between Muslims and others, and the inquisition during the early 'Abbasid
times. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

Islamic Central Asia
In a comprehensive study of early Islamic history, Wilferd Madelung examines the conflict which developed after
Muhammad's death for the leadership of the Muslim community. He pursues the history of this conflict through the reign of
the four 'Rightly Guided' caliphs to its climax in the first inter-Muslim war. The outcome of the war, which marked the
demise of the reign of the Early Companions, resulted in the lasting schism between Sunnite and Shi'ite Islam. Contrary to
recent scholarly trends, the author brings out Ali's early claim to legitimate succession, which gained support from the
Shi'a, and offers a convincing reinterpretation of early Islamic history. This book will make a major contribution to the
debate over succession. Wilferd Madelung's book The Succession to Muhammad has been awarded the Best Book of the
Year prize by the Islamic Republic of Iran for the year 1997.
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